SOLDIEKOF FOHTIJNE OCTOBER 1991 



ALL NEW! 

EXPANDED ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 



OCTOBER 1991 
U 48493 


2 ) 




MOZAl 


GUATEMALA’* 


WHAT CONGRESS 
WDNTWANT YOU 
to SEE 


The Journal of Profetaloml Adventurers 


SOVIET MIAS IN' 


/ SPECIAL 

of FORTUNE 


/ USS STARK: WHY? 


OLLIE’S 

SLIDES 


CONCEA 

SH( 


SPETSNAZ 


INVADES AMERICA 


091 28 


48493 


CAN. S5.75 • UK £2.60 • U.S. $4.95 


























































































































$ 19.91 

SUBSCRIBE AT 
THIS LOW PRICE, 
PLUS ENTER TO 
WIN BIG PRIZES 
IN OUR 
1991 

SWEEPSTAKES 


SIGN UP NOW AND 
GET YOUR PIECE OF 
THE ACTION! 


YES SIR! 

Sign me up, Bob! I want a 
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It’s 4 inches long and weighs just 5 ounces 
Small enough to hide in your hand, the 
Mini-Revolver is one of the most popular 
of all defensive weapons. How do the 
experts rate it—and 49 other combat 
handguns? Read all about it—FREE— 
when you join The Military Book Club. 
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counts as 2 choices, write 
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A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% satisfied with your 
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WAY, way back in the summer of 
1975, when the first issue of my idea 
for a magazine hit the newsstands, my 
friend and military affairs editor, Alex¬ 
ander McColl, penned some words for 
our first few thousand readers: 

“For our brave comrades fallen in 
battle in Vietnam and for the tens of 
millions of innocent civilians betrayed 
by our country, let us bow our heads in 
sorrow ... Now is a 
time for mourning, 
but also a time for 
faith. 

“Faith in what? 

Faith in the right¬ 
eousness of our 
cause, that is, faith 
that individual liberty 
and dignity, and the 
right even of small, 
poorly defended 
countries to live 
without fear or con¬ 
quest, are not only 
morally right, but worthy of a personal 
commitment that includes taking on 
the risk of death in battle.” 

For 16 years, mainstream media 
and others who believe everything 
they hear or read have twisted those 
words, my own words, and almost 
everything I have published, and tried 
to make my magazine out to be some¬ 
thing of a “journal of right-wing 
whackos.” 

But isn’t it funny how times change. 

Just recently, the Soviet Union, the 
“Evil Empire” (words ridiculed by every 
self-respecting liberal when Reagan 
uttered them), has, to some extent, 
admitted its butcherous ways, and is 
currently on its way to the political and 
economic sewer. 

The ideas that forced the Tian¬ 
anmen Square massacre will live on, if 
not in the minds of the thousands of 
mowed-down kids with their home¬ 
made statue of liberty, then in the 


memories of the next generation of 
Chinese leadership. 

“Worker’s paradises” and “people’s 
republics” all around the world are 
being exposed as the worker’s hells 
and people’s nightmares some “right- 
wing” Americans always knew they 
were. 

These days, especially after Desert 
Storm, virtually every news magazine 
and every nightly 
news broadcast in 
our country wants to 
have “been there,” 
wants to have been 
pro-liberty in all of 
the various global 
battles, on the front 
lines and in the 
trenches supporting 
freedom fighters 
everywhere. 

The problem is: 
they weren’t. 

Soldier of Fortune 
was. SOF was there for the Vietnam 
vets. SOF was there in Grenada. SOF 
was there in Panama. SOF was there 
in the Persian Gulf. SOF was there in 
the “poorly defended countries” with 
people battling for “individual liberty 
and dignity” in distant war zones all 
around the world. 

And we still are there. But there are 
many battles for liberty yet to be won 
— not just overseas, but here at 
home, as with gun control. 

If you’re reading these words, and 
know what we’re about, I want to say: 
Congratulations — you were right all 
along — and the media idiots who told 
you that supporting our “right-wing” 
ideas of freedom was “extreme,” are 
slowly, but unquestionably, beginning 
to feel a little stupid these days. 

I wish you well as you join me in 
celebrating Soldier of Fortune's 16th 
Anniversary and the "righteousness of 
our cause ”5^ 
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Congratulations! You’re holding the finest 
combat reporting/action-adventure journal 
in the world in your hands — but most of you 
know that already. A bit egotistical on our 
part? Perhaps, but we happen to believe it. 
For 16 years we’ve covered war’s free-fire 
zones anywhere and everywhere, and 
we’re not too humble to say that our combat 
reports are the best you’ll read in any 
publication — bar none. Why? Because our 
staff and correspondents have sat in the 
trenches and dodged bullets from Af¬ 
ghanistan to Zimbabwe, and then brought 
back the reality — and brutality — of war to 
these pages. First and foremost, that’s what 
we do: report combat with an experienced 
eye. Not everyone’s interested in that kind 
of truth. Not everyone cares to know the 
truth. But some — like you — do. That’s why 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine has been in 
business for the last 16 years. That’s why 
you’re holding our 16th Anniversary Issue in 
your hands. And that’s why we’ll be in 
business for the next 16 years — because 
some of us care about the truth. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 



Several weeks back, you received a personal invitation 
to join the Republican National Committee as a new 
Sustaining Member. 


Though I haven’t heard from you, I'm so eager to 
include you as a Member of our team I am writing you once 
more — to help us build the most successful Republican 
victory in decades. 

Why am I so persistent? Let me answer by asking you 
two critical questions. 


FEED THE HAND THAT BITES? ... 

Bob Brown, our fearless leader here 
at SOF, has been getting mail from the 
Republican National Committee solicit¬ 
ing funds. Gosh, the last letter 
sounded as though they were down¬ 
right lonely he hadn’t responded. 

But not as lonely as American gun 
owners felt when they were essentially 
abandoned by the Republican Party in 
fighting the Brady — and other — 
gun-grab bills. 

We’ve been getting mail from other 
Republicans who have returned the 
solicitation letter they got, with a polite 
note stating that because of the lack of 
support the Second Amendment has 
received from Republicans, these folks 
were sending their political budget to 
the NRA Institute for Legislative Ac¬ 
tion, and would continue to do so until 
the Republican Party straightened up 
its act. 

Not a bad idea ... 

APPEALS COURT FRIES CHRISTIC 
CRITTERS ... 

Anyone who has stood in line at the 
supermarket knows that for a buck you 
can get a tabloid filled with the real 
truth about extraterrestrials, Harmonic 
Convergence, and uncountable 


whacko conspiracy theories involving 
Elvis and the CIA. Well, here’s one 
“theory” that cost good, loyal Ameri¬ 
cans millions to discredit! Finally, it’s 
payback time. 

The Christies and radical left-wing 
journalists Tony and Martha Honey 
sued Generals John K. Singlaub and 
Richard Secord, ex-CIA Deputy Direc¬ 
tor Ted Shackley and 26 others (in¬ 
cluding the Medellin Cartel), alleging 
that these rogue intelligence officers 
were responsible for: the Vietnam War, 
the Bay of Pigs invasion, countless 
drugs-for-guns gigs, and even a bomb¬ 
ing in Nicaragua. 

This federal suit alleged that these 
men were a “secret team” responsible 
for just about everything wrong in 
America. The Christies invited Ameri¬ 
cans by the thousands to contribute to 
their crusade. This provided a nice 
living for the Christies, an alleged 
religious-legal order. A good number 
contributed — they raised $9 million 
dollars. 

In June 1988, Judge King of Miami 
threw the case out of court and 
awarded the defendants $1.2 million in 
costs. The Christies, along with singers 
Jackson Browne, Crosby, Stills and 
Nash, and countless Hollywood types, 


embarked on a wild campaign to raise 
more money for an appeal and to bash 
Judge King, claiming that he had 
become a secret member of the 
secret team. 

The appeals court was not im¬ 
pressed. On 18 June, it held that Judge 
King was right on target in exposing 
the Christies as fabricators of evi¬ 
dence, deceptive, and downright bad 
critters. The court said there was never 
any evidence of anything the defen¬ 
dants did wrong. Pay up, Christies, it 
ruled. 

Now the Christies are claiming that 
the appeals court is also part of the 
campaign to keep the “truth” from the 
American people. And they sent out 
another fund-raising letter and plan 
more Christie rock concerts to raise 
more money for another court appeal. 
Their new campaign: to expose the 
“secret team” and conspiracy that they 
allege held back the Iran hostages so 
as to defeat Jimmy Carter. 

Incidentally, the Christies are tax- 
exempt, courtesy of the IRS. Which 
makes all us taxpayers, we would 
guess, unwitting members of their "se¬ 
cret team.” 

DEBLIN RENT-A-MiG ... 

The Poles, left with a good supply of 
MiG-21 “Fishbed” fighters, are renting 
them out to qualified Western pilots 
looking for the next horizon. For 
$2,000, a group of Polish flyers from 
Deblin flying school will give you an 
hour at the controls of a MiG-21. On a 
budget? Then fly a MiG-15 for only 
$1,128 an hour, or aTS-11 jet trainer 
for $712, an Mi-2 chopper for $495, or 
an Antonov transport for $345. Work 
for SOF? Perhaps we can interest you 
in a flight in a Polish hot air balloon 
for $85. 

ANOTHER CONTRA OFFICIAL 
SLAIN BV GUNMEN ... 

A pair of gunmen shot down the 
former finance chief of the Nicaraguan 
contras, Honduran officials an¬ 
nounced, Francisco Ruis Castellanos, 
whose nom de guerre was Com¬ 
mander Renata, was the second con¬ 
tra shot to death this year. Military 
Commander Enrique Bermudez was 
gunned down in Managua, Nicaragua, 
on 16 February. 
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ARRIVE ALIVE 

Tony Scotti's Complete 

Counterambush-Antiterrorism Driving Course 


Over 50 percent of all kidnappings and assassinations occur while the victim is traveling in a car. This 
^ action-packed, instructive video is a crash course in recognizing and escaping ambushes and other 

problem situations on the road before they become unsolvable and potentially deadly emergencies. The 
instruction is the best: with clients in 23 countries on 5 continents, Tony Scotti’s School of Defensive Driving is 
recognized as the world’s top high-speed evasive driving school. Dramatic footage shot from perspectives outside 
and within the vehicle clearly demonstrates how to perform the J-turn, the bootlegger’s turn, hard braking and 
single- and multiple-car ramming. Actual assassinations of the past are analyzed for what the victims did wrong and 
how the killers exploited weaknesses in security. This eye-opening video will make a valuable training tool for police, 
bodyguards, corporate security and military personnel, chauffers or anyone who wants to know how to gain an edge in an 
emergency situation. ARRIVE ALIVE. ORDER NOW! Color, approx. 58 min., VHS only. $59.95 





THE MASTER BLADESM1TH 
Advanced Studies in Steel 
by Jim Hrisoulas 

This advanced study of steel reveals 
forging secrets that for centuries have 
been protected by guilds. Never- 
before-seen instructions, diagrams and 
photos explain the tricks behind using 
Japanese mokume gane, differential 
heat treating, power hammers, and 
other techniques to make kukris, wavy 
blades, spears and swords that bear 
the master's mark. 8 1/2 x 11, hard¬ 
cover, photos, illus., 296 pp. $45.00 


THE CREDIT GAME 
Playing To Win 

If you’re taking a beating on the 
financial playing field, chances are 
you just need some coaching in the 
mechanics of developing - and 
defending - your credit rating. Watch 
the credit game in action and find out 
how even the little guys can play to 
win. Get the low-down on game rules, 
winning strategies and, when all else 
fails, how to cheat! Color, approx. 40 
min., VHS only. $34.95 


MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge 
Techniques for the Punks 
in Your Life 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to 
George’s stirring cry (“Do unto 
others before they do unto you”) fill 
this antic anthology that will amaze 
and amuse you. Make My Day! is 
for entertainment only. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $19.95 


U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War II • Korea • Vietnam 
Middle East « Grenada • Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. military's shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release, you'll see rare footage 
of SEALs in action from WWII to 
today’s “dirty little wars." Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . . . until now. Color, 
approx. 35 mln„ VHS only. $29.95 





SEALS 


^UDIVSKAI. Operations 
in Vietnam 


MANSTOPPERS 
Selecting the Right 
Double-Action Pistol 
This video will help you select the 
right double-action auto pistol for your 
personal defense needs. Technical 
‘ advisors Col. Rex Applegate, Wiley 
Clapp, Tom Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt, S&W, 
Ruger, Glock, SIG-Sauer and others. 
From the right caliber to the right 
safety, this video covers it all. Color, 
approx. 60 min., VHS only. $59.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft 1 
cover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 


BREAK CONTACT, 
CONTINUE MISSION 
by Raymond D. Harris 
A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV-SOG in 
Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam. 
SOG vet Ray Harris tells the story of 
Ted Gamer, a recon sergeant running 
missions out of the CCC compound, 
who discovers the truth behind the 
SOG motto: “You have never lived until 
you've almost died." 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, fiction, 368 pp. $22.95 


SEALs 

UDT/SEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 
The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs’ role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 51/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, photos, 272 pp. 

$26.95 
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HOW TO BEAT 

CREDIT 

BUREAUS 


The Insider s 
Guide to 
Consumer 
Credit 


U.S. ARMV 
SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM 


VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 


BUSINESS PARTNERS 
The Best Pistol/Ammunition 
Combinations for 
Personal Defense 
by Peter Alan Rosier 
Here is a practical and realistic as¬ 
sessment of which modern bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situation. 
From the truth about wound ballistics 
to the debate over the most effective 
calibers, this book holds nothing back. 
5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, photos, 
illus., 200 pp. $22.95 


PAYBACK! 

Advanced Backstabbing and 
Mudslinging Techniques 
by George Hayduke 
The “Dirty Harry of Literati." a.k.a. 
George Hayduke, strikes again with 
another deadly shot of revenge. 
Get back at life's bullies, bad guys 
and bureaucracies with these tear- 
jerking tidbits of do-it-yourself 
terrorism. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover, 196pp. $19.95 


HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 
The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
In this sequel to his best-selling book. 
Credit Secrets, Hammond describes 
the deceptive web spun by the power¬ 
ful credit bureau syndicate. He tells 
how to get a copy of your credit report 
interpret it and then force the bureaus 
to wipe the slate clean. Get back on 
solid financial ground for good. 5 1/2 x 
81/2, softcover, 136 pp. $12.00 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint of the A 
Detachment Handbook issued to all 
Special Forces A-Teams during the 
Vietnam War. Everything from camp 
construction to interrogation pro¬ 
cedures to psyops is covered. A must 
for collectors of military and Vietnam 
memorabilia. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 304 pp. $19.95 


Federal Bomb 

Intelligence .$20.00 

Just Say No to 

Drug Tests.$10.00 

Into the Primitive .$15.00 

A Bouncer's Guide to 

Barroom Brawling.$17.95 

Bail Enforcer .$16.95 

Mini-14 Super Systems ...$16.95 
Credit: 

The Cutting Edge .$25.00 


Bounty Hunter.$12.00 

How to Find Anyone, 

Anywhere.,,,,$19.95 

Interrogation: Techniques of 
the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police.$12.00 

PI School: How to Become 

a Private Detective.$14.00 

Operation Just Deserts..$14.00 
U.S. Marine Corps 
Desert Handbook.$10.00 


H |jA PALADIN PRESS CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 

■ » P.O. Box 1307-1JS [SH r „ J: 8 u 00 ' 39 3' 24 ,°? asi 

J§H Rnnlrlor CCi an*? HA ■■■ Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

■ Boulder, CO 80306 week, from any slate but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 

Please Send Me The Following Titles: 50-page CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order). 

~ _ — □ VISA □ MASTERCARD exp. _ 


□ check /MONEY ORDER 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307* Boulder, CO 80306 
(303)443-7250 • FAX (303)442-8741 

(Videotapes are nanreturnable. Damaged tapes will be replaced.I 


Subtotal- 

Please Include . 
Postage & Handlng 
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VIETNAM VETS LOCATOR ... 

Vietnam Vets International Locator 
would like your name for its on-line 
buddy- search computer list. They also 
need your address, phone, rank, nick¬ 
name, dates in-country and unit. Call 
or fax (213) 540-0428, or write Vietnam 
War Library, Dept. SOF, 1300 South 
P.C.H. #101, Redondo, CA 90277- 
5093. 

HOOKED ON SNIPING? ... 

If you were a combat sniper in the 
Rangers, SEALs or Marine Corps, an 
author doing research for a book on 
the psychology of sniping would like to 
talk to you. Contact Marilyn Kinsman, 
11502-71 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T6G-OA7. 

SAINTS PRESERVE US ... 

John M. Snyder, public affairs direc¬ 
tor for the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms, and a 
former Jesuit seminarian, is promoting 
the designation of Saint Gabriel Pos- 



senti as “patron of handgunners.” 
Canonized in 1920, St. Possenti was 
born in Italy in 1859, and after a 
raucous childhood, entered a PSssion- 
ist monastery, and while there, had 
occasion to single-handedly save the 
village of Isola from a band of 20 armed 
renegades using a pistol. 

PRIVATE BENJI? ... 

The National War Dogs Memorial 
Project, Box 6907, Jacksonville, FL 
32236, will issue your favorite dog 
enlistment papers ($3 for a private, up 
to $300 for a general). Funds are to be 
used to further the memorial that 
honors some of the most faithful sol¬ 
diers Uncle Sam ever drafted. Details 
available from NWDMP at the above 
address. Get one for your brother-in- 
law or favorite staff NCO. 

STONE/FLYNN GRAVE BELIEVED 
FOUND ... 

A team from British Granada Televi¬ 
sion went to Cambodia last year to 
investigate CIA reports about the exe¬ 
cution of journalists Dana Stone and 
Sean Flynn, son of actor Errol Flynn, 
after their capture in 1970 along the 
Vietnamese-Cambodian border (see 
"What Happened to Sean Flynn?,” 
SOF, January ’91). 

Veteran Indochina reporter Tim 
Page, a former colleague and friend of 
Stone and Flynn, accompanied the 
British group in their investigation, and 
reported they had managed to trace 


them “from point of capture to grave.” 
More than 20 Western journalists dis¬ 
appeared during the Vietnam War, and 
are thought to have been executed by 
the Khmer Rouge as “CIA agents.” 
(Thanks fo Jim Gregory of POW Free¬ 
dom Foundation for this info.) 

AMERICAN WORLD WAR II OR¬ 
PHANS NETWORK... 

People working for this network are 
searching for the sons and daughters 
of soldiers who were killed or missing 
in World War II. They also hope to 
locate every memorial across the 
United States that lists WWII veterans. 
Contact them at: Box 4369, Belling¬ 
ham, WA 98227; phone (206) 733- 
1678.^ 


JIM TURNEY, 1950-1991 ... 

On 11 June 1991, Jim 
Turney, a long-time friend and 
supporter of SOF and the cause of 
freedom in Central America, died 
in Collierville, Tennessee. He was 
born at Dyess, Arkansas, and was 
wounded while serving with the 
Marine Corps in Vietnam. 

Jim was the founder and a 
very active member of Civilian 
Military Assistance (CMA), and 
later revived the Phantom Divi¬ 
sion, transforming it into another 
active and effective organization 
supporting the contras in Nicara¬ 
gua. Between them, CMA and the 
Phantom Division were responsi¬ 
ble for collecting and forwarding 
large quantities of boots, uniforms 
and load-bearing equipment for 
the contras’ “northern front,” apd 
also sent numerous training 
teams to support that effort, es¬ 
sentially all of it paid for with their 
own after-tax dollars. Their efforts 
were a major part of the “private 
sector” contributions to freedom in 
Central America. 

Jim was buried with military 
honors on 14 June 1991 at the 
National Cemetery in Nashville. 
His bulky frame and smiling Tape 
will be greatly missed at SOF 
conventions, where he was a 
regular. 
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We have a tul! selection of uniforms in 
Day Desert. Night Desert and the all ^ 
new 3 color Day Desert patterns Call ^ 
us for details & brochure. 


■ Kaufman’s Catalog 
A $3.00 Valu e. 

(An award 
our catalog has 
been acclaimed 
presidents and H 
heads of state) H 
Call or write for H 
your free copy. ■ 


SHIPPING 


ff Wj& 1 LTD. 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A322. 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque. NM 87112 
FAX: 505-275-1441 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42N0 ST. 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


OPER ATION DESE BXSmgM 

njHsSIONACCOM^SHfcB) 


Desert Storm PSYOPS 
Propaganda Leaflets 


DESERT Si'JSM 


Desert Storm Patches 


*tuu.£| 


national defenses swasia 
fij&rwj-orMhrdewitStovn,) 
|)em# RIBBONS NOMlNl'Ca&iErNetaiJU*'. 

DS-606 Desert Storm patch, large.W-50 

DS-605 Desert Storm patch, small .$3.95 

DS-611 Mission Accomplished, large . $4.50 
DS-610 Mission Accomplished, small . ..$3.95 

DS-620 Desert Storm US Flag.$3.50 

US-912 US Rag in Desert Colors (2"X 3") $2.95 


Action Videos 

VHS format.. 

mssms s 


all are about 30 minutes in v 

.$14.95/each. 


US Navy UDT/SEAL Swim Trunks 

Prized possessions of the elite Navy SEALS, these no frills 
shorts are made for action. Features: large back pocket; 
button fly; adjustable cinch waist belt; military spec hard¬ 
ware and construction. Made in USA. 

Sizes: 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40. Item # C-230. Choose: 

□ Khaki (official color; 50% cotton/50% poly) ... $21.95 

□ Tiger Stripe (Vietnam pattern, 100% cotton).... $24.95 


General Norman H. Schwarzkopf- 
A chronicle of this warrior's life ... . . ,ltem#B-610. 
Navy SEALS - The Real Story - 

action footage from Vietnam!. ttem # B-605. 

Apache Attack Helicopters- ride in the cockpit & see the 

awesome power used in Operation Desert Storm!. 

.... ltem#B-640 


Designed by the US Army Psychological Operations group 
(PSYOPS), millions of these leaflets were dropped by US 
F-16 jets onto the entrenched Iraqi troops. Proof of their ef¬ 
fectiveness was seen dramatically on TV sets around the 
world as thousands of Iraqi soldiers surrendered while wav¬ 
ing their Safe Conduct Pass leaflet above their heads! 

Kaufman’s has meticulously reproduced the original 12 
PSYOPS Propaganda Leaflets. We have printed them in ex¬ 
acting detail and send them complete with English transla¬ 
tions. Several of the leaflets share the same front, a full color 
counterfeit of the 25 Dinar (Iraqi currency) because the Iraqi 
soldier could be shot for possessing propaganda from the 
enemy. This way, the soldiers could fold the leaflet in half 
and it looked like a regular bill! Also included in the set is the 
now-famous Safe Conduct Pass. 

Read for yourself the powerful, psychologically compell¬ 
ing arguments that convinced tens of thousands of Iraqi 
troops to lay down their arms rather than fight!! 

Item #DS-150. .*9.95/set 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


Desert Storm T-Shirts 

bold, multicolor designs are silkscreen- 
ed onto a heavyweight 50/50 t-shirt. 
Made in USA. 

(Shirts #1,4,6 have bright overlay print 
of “USA Kicks Butt”; shirt #3 overlay 
print of “Mission Accomplished”) 

Any shirt $10.95/each; 
any 3 for $9.95/each. 1 

Item # 

1. DS-205 Tank 

2. DS-206 Welcome Home Rag 

3. DS-207 Soldiers with Gas Masks 

4. DS-210 Jet Plane 

5. DS-211 Welcome Home Eagle 

6. DS-212 Soldiers with Helmets 




IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


US Navy UDT/SEAL 4.HMI 
Shirts Each shirt is boldly emblazoned with the 

S iial SEAL emblem silkscreened onto the 
hest, Made in USA. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Choose: 

□ T-shirt, Navy blue- heavyweight 
50/50 fabric ttem #T-605 ... $9.95 
□ SEAL Special Operations 
Reversible Shirt- super heavyweight 
! shirts in 1!); 100% cotton. Navy blue 
reverses to bright gold for emergency 
spotting & signalling. 

Item #T-606 .$19.95. 


Regulation Gl dog tags set 
TuvnuMBr of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4”, 
one 24”). Choose: 

Stainless Steel Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set... Item #X-675 — $6.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - well 
print anything that fits! (5 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685... only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


.SEAL TEAM 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


■ Dog Tag Silencers 

glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

Item #X-650 . 
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Rease include appropriate shipping costs from chart 

below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 

postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 
Orders up to $10.00. 

$3.95 

Orders $10.01 to $20.00 

.$4.95 

Orders $20.01 to $50.00. 

. $5.95 

Orders $50,01 to $70.00 . 

...$6.95 

Orders $70.01 to $100.00 

. .$7.95 

Orders $100.01 to $200.00 . 

$8.95 

Orders over $200.01 . 

$10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 
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FASCISTS FOR PET¬ 
TING FARMS ... 

“Under my new pro¬ 
posal, the Steinback 
Gun Control Initiative, 
all handgun owners 
would be licensed 
after a thorough back¬ 
ground check, and 
possession of a hand¬ 
gun by an unlicensed 
person would be a fel¬ 
ony ... The govern¬ 
ment would be tightly 
in control of the manu¬ 
facture, importation 
and assembly of all 
handguns and hand- 



nice boys! You fought 
for freedom and jus¬ 
tice, this real great and 
hard work. USA — 
Symbol of Freedom! 
Latterly of my letter, I 
wish you large health 
and strength, big love, 
many-many money, 
good friends and long, 
happy life! 

“Soviet Water 
Dog” Konnov 
Volgograd, USSR 

CHANGING 
MINDS ... 

I never thought I 


gun parts, and government outlets 
would be the only legitimate vendors of 
bullets and guns Also, permits to carry 
guns outside of the home would be 
extremely limited ... AND, I DON’T 
BELIEVE MY PROPOSAL VIOLATES 


private self-defense." — John Adams 
As a courtesy to this country's 
Founding Fathers, Mr. Steinback, SOF 
cordially invites you to take your gun 
control initiative, bend over, and stick it 
up your ass. 


would ever read SOF, let alone write to 
you. I have always dismissed your 
magazine as something for wanna-be 
Rambos. However, a colleague of 
mine left the July issue of SOF on my 
desk, thinking that I, as a full-blooded 


ANY ASPECT OF THE SECOND 


Chippewa Indian, would find the FLAK 


AMENDMENT.” 

R. Steinback, syndicated colum¬ 
nist; column submitted by Joe 
Rojas II, Hollywood, Florida 

Instead of replying to this wanna-be 
Big Brother's drivel ourselves, SOF 
decided to let some other pro-gun 
types do the talking: 

“The strongest reason for the peo¬ 
ple to retain the right to keep and bear 
arms is, as a last resort, to protect 
themselves against tyranny in govern¬ 
ment .”— Thomas Jefferson 


FROM RUSSIA WITH SMILES ... 

I very happy that now for first time I 
read your nice SOF magazine. This 
well done! Very interesting and needed 
thing. 

I come home after three years’ 
service in Soviet navy. And now I have 
job in sports club. I was boxer cham¬ 
pion of Soviet navy, and now I be 
interested in more body building. I 
jocund and friendly boy, very loves 
beer and girls. 

I decided write letter to you in order 
to say you American everybody good- 


letter from the “Navajo Warrior” inter¬ 
esting. 

I not only found the letter interesting, 
I found the entire magazine a paragon 
of outstanding military journalism. The 
next time this “jarhead” deploys over¬ 
seas, you can be damn sure that SOF 
magazine will be there with him. 

Major Jerome T. Ellis, USMC 
Hayward, California 

“WE SHALL (NOT) OVERCOME” ... 

I have read with interest letters 
about Northern Ireland mainly from 


“The Constitution shall never be 
construed to prevent the people of the 
United States from keeping arms.” 

— Samuel Adams 

"Firearms stand next in importance 
to the Constitution itself. They are the 
American people's liberty , teeth and 
keystone under independence. The 
rifle and pistol are indispensable and 
they deserve a place of honor with all 
that is good. When firearms go, all 
goes. We need them every hour.” 

— George Washington 

“The advantage of being armed, 
which the Americans possess over the 
people of other countries, as in Eu¬ 
rope, (shows that other) governments 
are afraid to trust their people with 
arms.” — James Madison 

"Arms in the hands of citizens . may 
be used at individual discretion in 
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Save 40 0/o on Gerber! 



Guardian 

#GB5800 
Retail.$70 

Your Discount Price $^^00 

• 3 3/8" double edge blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Blackened aluminum handle 

• Cordura sheath w/boot/belt clip 



Mark I 

#GB5600 

Retail.$81.75 

Your Discount Price $^CJ.05 

• 5" double edge blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Blackened aluminum handle 

• Cordura sheath w/boot/belt clip 



Mark II 

#GB5700 
Retail.$98 

Yowr Discount Price $58' 8 ^ 

• 6 1/2" double edge, serrated blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Blackened aluminum handle 

• Cordura sheath 



Shoulder Harness 

(knife & sheath not included) 

#BC8722 
Your Price 




• Lightweight & comfortable! 

• Blackie Collins design 

• Works w/Guardian & Mark I 



Parabellum w/black Nylon sheath 

#GB7049 
Retail.$85 

Your Discount Price $^ -00 

Parabellum w/Cordura swivel sheath 

#GB7028 
Retail.$100 

Your Discount Price Q-00 

• 4 1 /4" blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Super positive Bolt-Action lock 



LMF w/ sawteeth 

#GB5959 

Retail.$190.50 

Your Discount Price $^^^.30 

• 6" blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Dupont Hypalon handle 

• Black Cordura sheath 



BMF w/ sawteeth 

#GB5928 

Retail.$256 

Your Discount Price 

• 9" blade 

• 440-A steel 

• Dupont Hypalon handle 

• Black Cordura sheath w/built-in sharpener 


Gator 

#GB6069 Plain 
#GB6079 50-50 

Retail.$50 

Your Discount Price 

• 3 3/4" clip-point blade 

• Plain or 50/50 edge 

• Non-slip Kraton handle 

• Rugged Nylon sheath 




Sport Axe 
#GB5908 

Retail.$54.50 

Your Discount Price 

• 4 3/4" cutting edge 

• 14" overall, weighs only 24.5 oz. total! 

• Lexan sheath w/carrying handle 


Yes, 


Mail Order Form 
please rush me the following: 



Qty. Code Description Price 


I understand that if I am not completely satisfied 
I may return my order within 30 days for a prompt 
refund. Please include the latest Cutlery Shoppe 
catalog with my order. 

Your Name_ 



Address_ 

City, State, Zip 


Australian Bowie 


Daytime Phone (_) 


#GB5978 

Retail.$152.50 

Your Discount Price $C^£-50 

• 9 1/2" non-reflective blade 

• 425 high carbon steel 

• Kraton handle 

• Black Cordura sheath w/Bianchi clip 


□ Money Order or Check enclosed 
(checks held 21 days) 

Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS or DISCOVER 



Credit card # 



ger$er 

LEGENDARY^fcMkBLADES 

A Fiskars Company 


Expiration date __ 

Authorized signature:_ 

Mail to: Cutlery Shoppe Dept. SF 
5461 Kendall Street 


Don't let the great prices fool you! 
These are brand new, top-quality knives, 
backed in full by Gerber's lifetime 
guarantee. 

Cutlery Shoppe's enormous buying 
power allows us to pass this incredible 
savings on to you. Nobody sells Gerber 
like Cutlery Shoppe! 


Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 
Shipping & Handling: 

$7 per order for shipping & handling - add $3.75 for C.O.D. (cash 
onIy-48 states). $10 shipping & handling to CANADA. Foreign 
orders please call, write or fax for shipping costs. 

For Fastest Service, 
Call 1-800-231-1272 





















FLAK 



people 3,000 miles 
away, in North Amer¬ 
ica. I served as a 
member of the British 
security forces in 
Northern Ireland and 
lived there as a civil¬ 
ian before emigrating 
to Canada, so I feel 
more qualified than 
most to offer some 
opinions on what is 
going on there. 

Many people in 
North America have 
romantic visions of 
the IRA sitting 
around a peat fire singing rebel songs 
and plotting revenge against the Brits 
while cleaning their AKs. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. IRA terrorists 
are nothing but cold-blooded killers 
who are trying to bomb and shoot their 
way into power — backed, armed and 
trained by people from the PLO and 
Libya. 

The people living in the six prov¬ 
inces of Ulster are predominantly Prot¬ 
estants who wish to stay with the rest 
of the British Isles. And it must be 
remembered that when Sinn Fein went 
to the people, it received 3% of the 
popular vote; the IRA still gets about 
3% of the vote. 

I am not a reporter or a politician 
— just a former soldier who has seen 
enough innocent people get their blood 
spilled in a country with some of the 
best and warmest people in the world. 

R. Finner 

Ontario, Canada 

TRUE AND UNTRUE COLORS ... 

I am an American citizen living and 
working abroad. I have always been 
very proud of being an American, and 
living abroad for so many years has not 
diminished this feeling, but 
enhanced it. 

Our victory in the Persian Gulf War 
has invigorated our pride and courage. 
It has also, in most instances, helped 
us to distinguish between our real 
allies, and our false ones. A dormant 
anti-Americanism reveals itself when it 
comes to taking sides. I have person¬ 
ally found myself in many verbal skir¬ 
mishes with many former friends who 
unveiled their true selves during 
the war. 


I hope the U.S. government does 
not forget who our real friends and foes 
are. I am aware of the complexities of 
international relations, but am sure we 
can find many ways to apply “punitive” 
measures against those who were 
friends only until the going got rough. 
Michael A. Todisco 
Luogosano, Italy 

JERKS UNITE ... 

Congratulations on the 16th anni¬ 
versary of SOF Magazine! Yours is a 
very necessary publication, and we are 
fortunate to receive it here in Greece. 
Taking courage from the letter of Bill 
Hermann in your May ’91 issue, I want 
to say that those who burn the flag of 
the United States do not harm the 
morale of the vast majority of Ameri¬ 
cans; burning the flag only gives cour¬ 
age to the enemies of the United 
States. 

Here in Greece, for example, some 
communists burned the American flag 
in front of the American Embassy 
during the Persian Gulf War. There are 
not too many enemies of the United 
States in Greece, but it is one of the 
few places in the world where people 
gather to show the rest of the world 
what jerks they are. 

P.S. During the war, I wanted to be 
in the U.S. Marines or U.S. Navy so I 
could have kicked some Iraqi butt. But 
since I wasn’t, I wished the best of luck 
to those who did. 

Fotis Kalathas 
Saloniki, Greece 

DODGE AND GAG ... 

On the nightly news this evening, I 
saw the most nauseating thing I have 


ever witnessed. Dan 
Quayle, our jerk of a 
vice president, placed 
a wreath at the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 
During the Vietnam 
War, he dodged the 
draft by joining the Na¬ 
tional Guard. This 
man, just because he 
is vice president, has 
not earned the right for 
placing a wreath at 
that tomb. In my opin¬ 
ion, this episode is just 
another way of shov¬ 
ing this draft-dodging 
weenie down our throats. 

Charles Young 
Rome, Georgia 

REAL DEAL ON STEEL ... 

Having just read your article “Sharp 
Edge of Desert Storm” by Greg 
Walker, I wanted to let you know the 
“real deal” regarding knives in Desert 
Storm. 

First, no knife was authorized by my 
division if it had a blade longer than 3 
inches — folding or fixed. We were 
subject to a general court-martial if one 
was found on us. Needless to say, the 
troops and NCOs in my unit told our 
CO he could shove his stupid regula¬ 
tion on knives. We took what we 
needed! 

I carried a Cold Steel SRK, which 
performed flawlessly; its fairly tough 
sheath, however, came apart after 
repeated exposure to wet weather. 
When it came time for heading home, 
we were told to get rid of our knives. 
Some guys tried to mail them home, 
others gave them to Bedouins. I buried 
mine deep in the Saudi sand — if I 
didn’t get to have it, then no one would. 

Once again, one of hundreds of 
insane Army regulations almost got in 
the way of a group of dedicated men 
trying to do their job. Keep up the good 
work, SOF. Death to tyrants! 

CpI. Christopher Patson 
First Armored Division 
Ansbach, Germany 

Something on your mind? Write and 
tell us about it. We reserve the right 
to edit for content or brevity. Send 
letters to: FLAK, c/o SOF, PO Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306^ 
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PERSONAL « BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


SPY TECH VIDEO 


ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 


Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated, leam 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge." 30 
minutes— 
VHS only. 


ir % 

SPYTECH 


Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 


Leam to shoot FAST, safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time, the step by step training method used by 
aii of the "special units" of the Israeli military. 


Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 


CATALOG 


These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 


Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 


Instinctive Shooting Video 

Retail $69.95 

Introductory Price $49.95 (Ship/lnsur. $4.] 


[ Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog $14.95 [Ship/lnsur. $3.) 


BODY WIRE TRANSMITTER — Room Monitor 


VOICE CHANGER 


Fits over the handset of any telephone and 
electronically changes your voice to protea your 
identity. $298. (Ship/lnsur. $5.] 


EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up 
to 1,000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included] with this small (cigarette pack size] 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.] 


MICRO 

SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 


Reg. $399. SALE $299. Complete 

(Ship/lnsur. $10.] 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a 14" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked up,to a VCR or TV. 


Body Wire at Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 
transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Scrambled Wallde Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge¬ 
able. Model VHF-30 $595. ea. Minimum two required. 

Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 
including cellular. $299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/lnsur. $10.] Ultra High 
Level Units from $2,695. 

Stunligfit Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you need it. $159. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 

Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AL-IS99. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/lnsur. $30.] 

Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Mounts $45. ea. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 
Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up and enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone In the world. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Long Term Storage Food One year supply. $1,076. (Ship/lnsur. $154.) 

Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. $179. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one quick jerk on the front and a 
hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. $39.95 (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Operations Recorder Voice activated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. $289. 

(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 


"TELEPHONE 'TAPS' at 
ROOM BUGS/ 

How They're Done, 

How To Defeat Them" 


This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap deteaion" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detea taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be tapped. 

elearical outlets, 

smoke deteaors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 

The video concludes with a look at the best 
countermeasures against tapping and bugging, 
including how to detea transmitters, sweeping and 
deteaion gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 

Reg. $99. DIRECT $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


Complete $699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 


Totally silent, L 

starts and stops Wl KI tm MQBR 
automatically, l i r - . |j 

our exclusive, i9Hpp 

specially modi- ■ 

fied, selectable (§« 

8 or 12hour long 

play recorder •" A 

every time any JM 

telephone on 
the line is used. 

Records both 

sides of the conversation. [See warning.) Long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder $125. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 
Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

SAVE—BOTH UNITS ONLY SI65. (Ship/lnsur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. 
$3.50) 


ULTRA 

II TRANSMITTER 


Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to 14 mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 

Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
5 minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and experimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II $99. [Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Sunnly S29. ppd. 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE III, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPUCABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


I Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals I 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ Suite S ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 I 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax 1707) 253-7149 I 
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Combat Switchblades 


BATTLE BLADES 

by Greg Walker 



N 12 August 1958, the U.S. 
Congress passed Public 
Law 85-623, which made the 


classified out-of-country mission car¬ 
ried out by Marine Corps SpecOps 
personnel. The design has produced a 
civilian offspring, 
1 and is available pri¬ 
marily at gun and 
knife shows around 
the country. 

What this means 
1 is that quality 
switchblade and 
gravity knives are 
taken seriously as 
^ operational hard- 

ware. We are not 
^ talking about the 

Mexican/Italian pat- 
tern made infa¬ 
mous by the classic 
film “West Side 
Story.” Rather, the 
blades which invite 
consideration are 
state-of-the-art cut¬ 
lery which offer 


tomatic continues to be employed in 
specific military units. These are lim¬ 
ited runs of custom-designed automat- 


manufac¬ 
ture, distribution, 
and transportation 
of switchblade 
knives illegal. 

Public Law 85- 
623 was a knee- 
jerk reaction on the 
part of Congress to 
deal with a non¬ 
existent problem. 
Like the ban on as¬ 
sault rifles, the hys¬ 
teria over switch¬ 
blade knives was 
more easily ad¬ 
dressed by passing 
a restrictive law 
than by punishing 
those individuals 
who used them to 
commit crimes. 


It was deter¬ 
mined that switchblades 
were bad. The logic of the 
legislators was that if they 
were taken out of circula- 


The Marine Corps 
ordered 32 "Black 


clever opening sys¬ 
tems and superb handling 
characteristics. Knives from 
this category are fairly ex¬ 
pensive to obtain and ra¬ 


tion, the bad people might 
also go away. 

In fact, the spring-driven 
or gravity-induced blade is 
perhaps the safest knife the 
outdoorsman, police officer 
or soldier can carry. Indeed, 
many civilian law enforce¬ 
ment agencies are ex¬ 
cluded from P.L. 85-623 
when it comes to their offi¬ 
cers toting switchblades. 

The military’s use of 
spring-driven knives in¬ 
cludes utility blades as well 
as offensive/defensive de¬ 
signs. Camillus of New York 
manufactured an interna- 


Knives" for an 
over-the-wlre mission 
involving SpecOps 
personnel. The design 
has since become 
available to the 
civilian market. 


quire waiting periods of up 
to a year. 

The advantages of a 
combat automatic are three¬ 
fold. The first has to do with 
single-hand opening, allow¬ 
ing the free hand to be 
otherwise engaged while 
the knife is coming into play. 
Secondly, knives from this 
category are, for the most 
part, light and compact. 
Lastly, automatics are fast 
when it comes to deploy¬ 
ment under stress. This 
attribute translates into a 
potential life-saving perform¬ 
ance, whether you are cut- 


tional orange-handled auto¬ 
matic possessing a spring-driven utility 
clip-point and a manual shroud cutter. 
Most of these ended up with the Air 
Force, although quite a few found their 
way into the hands of eager paratroop¬ 
ers. 

With respect to mano a mano, or 
hand-to-hand (combat), the edged au- 


ics, one of the most recent referred to 
as the “Black Knife” by those in the 
business. Designed by a Florida knife 
maker in 1989 at the behest of the 
Marine Corps, a shipment of 32 all¬ 
black automatics was sent to Norfolk, 
Virginia, for distribution. Sources re¬ 
ported the knives were issued on a 


ting through a jammed 
safety belt on a downed chopper, or 
responding to a terrorist/criminal attack 
on a crowded city street. 

Butch N&llotton is one of the premier 
makers of combat automatics in the 
custom knife industry. His designs 
include hidden opening buttons, multi¬ 
ple opening systems, and sure-safety 
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Ouqouo? 


Honor Our Soldiers and Supporters 
of Desert Storm with the 


In recognition of the brave soldiers 
and supporters of Desert Storm, 

^a s toiff f ew&hty MkM 

is proud to present a limited edition 
sterling silver "Commemorative 
I.D. Tag"©. Each tag weighs no 
less than 13.5 grams and is minted 
to the highest standard. Additionally, 
each "Commemorative I.D. Tag"© is 
numbered and is accompanied by a 
certificate of authenticity. 


COLLECTOR'S ITEM 

TO ORDER NOW CALL 1(800) US.TAG.91 


■ , , L ■■ 

JJ/ 


Money Back Guaranteed* j$2&95*Now Only $19.95 

Please accept my reservation for the limited edition, solid sterling silver 925 
'Commemorative I.D. Tag*©. I understand that each package contains one individually 
numbered ID tag, weighing no less than 13.5 grams, and one Certificate of Authenticity. 
Charge my account Si9.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling for each package. 

I Please indicate <—i 


Mail Order To: Gaston Jewelry 

314 W. 6th. Street, Suite #309 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

Please send your personal check, money order or cashier's check 
payable to Gaston Jewelry Shop.California residents add 7% sales tax. 

Charge my VISA 9 Credit Card Account No.: My Card 

Expires: 















n 

Charge my MasterCard 9 Credit Card Account No.: 














i 


Month Year 


Please print name 
Address 

City _ _ __ 


(Cannot ship to P.O. Box) 

__State. 


Daytime Phone NumberL 
Please sign name*/ 


(Valid only with cardholder's full signature) 

Allow four to six weeks for delivery. 


"• M i. 

V ■ 



















































ENDANGERED 
■At SPECIES ★ 


Higher TEC. 


At two-thirds the weight (and price) 
of an Uzi, the TEC 9 series clearly stands 
out among high capacity 9mm assault- 
type pistols. 

Ounce for ounce they deliver more 
gutsy performance and reliability than 
ANY other gun on the market. 

TEC-9’s are built tough for rugged 
weather and terrain. And they’re built 
comfortable with an ergonomically 
designed grip and frame - 32 rounds of 
firepower make them ideal for self- 
defense or recreation. Simple, two-step 
disassembly for easy cleaning makes them 
convenient. 

In Standard or Mini version, blued, 

stainless steel, or our new “TEC-KOTE” 

. . ■■■-—- » -. — ,, — ,—, — -■— 

",. (Intratec) makes a gun that 
doesn't cost an arm and a leg, yet func¬ 
tions with impeccable reliability. * 

—Jerry Ahem, 

Petersen's Handguns 


finish, the TEC-9’s offer rugged, reliable, 
affordable technology. 


HIGHER TEC. 

See our new “Protector Series* * (DAO) 
2SACP and 22LR, at your dealer today. 



Try our “HOT” TEC-22. Also available in Tec-Kote. 
For more information write to: 


SI pllMTRATEC 

FIREARMS 

12405 S.W. 130th St. • Miami, Florida 33186 



8350 North 7th Street, SF-10 


loenix, Arizona 85020 


,S! "cn, 




America’s Leader 
In Personal 


Security 


Hundreds of non-lethal security 
products. * stun guns ■ tear gas 
pepper gas • locksmith tools 
smokes • surveillance • body armor 
unique devices not found in stores 




mechanisms. Butch’s knives are works 
of pure American craftsmanship, each 
requiring long hours of preparation 
before they are hand-fitted together 
and tested. Equally gifted are \&llot- 
ton’s two sons, whose abilities and 
imagination have resulted in fixed 
blades as well as automatics of supe¬ 
rior design. 

My Vhllotton evaluation knife was 



Butch Uillotton's "Chute 
Knife" features an 
exceptionally strong 
spring, as well as a liner 
locking system. With a 5* 
inch blade, this is a serious 
auto-folder for military 
and law enforcement 
personnel. 


provided by Harry Oliver (Dept. SOF, 
224A Spring Meadow Dr., Holbrook, 
NY 11741). the exclusive distributor for 
many of N&llotton’s unique designs. 
Centered on the multifunctional “chute 
blade” pattern, Butch selected ATS-34 
as the steel for both the blade and the 
back/kick spring. This is a praiseworthy 
choice, as ATS-34 is an exceptional 
stain-resistant steel, highly durable 
and capable of holding a keen edge If 
sharpened correctly. 

L iners and bolsters are fabricated 
from titanium, with handle scales 
formed from black linen Micarta. 
The resulting knife has the strength 
and durability of a bull rhino, which is 
what I want in a combat automatic. 

Another knife maker who special¬ 
izes In quality auto-folders is Ralph 
“Dewey” Harris (Dept. SOF, Box 597, 
Grovetown, GA 30813). Harris makes 
a lightweight knife using ATS-34 and 
black Micarta which weighs in at 
roughly 4 ounces. 

Again, we see a removable spring 
as well as a nicely executed locking 
system. Harris offers a 4-inch utility 
blade as opposed to N&llotton’s 5 
inches of combat edge. Opening Is a 
split-second procedure making the 
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Ralph Harris specializes in 
low-profile auto-edges 
like the one pictured here. 
Wonderfully built yet 
beautifully simple In 
design, Harris' knives are 
preferred by those 
wanting a reliable "silent 
partner" close by. 

knife handy while camping, fishing, 
hunting, or tooling around San Salva¬ 
dor on a Friday night in the Zona Rosa. 
Harris, like \&llotton, excels in high- 
end automatics. 

Both knives are capable of being 
fully disassembled, the Harris model 


relying on four screws, the \&llotton on 
12. Several Allen wrenches are neces¬ 
sary in order to assemble and disas¬ 
semble; Harris provides these for his 
knives. 

nother combat automatic is 
made by Ai Mar Knives. Based 
on AMK’s successful SERE 
folder, AI Mar has collaborated with 
Butch and Shawn \&llotton to produce 
a limited number of Auto-SEREs at 
$550 per knife. I can say that they are 
works of pure genius. 

Switchblades have come a long way 
since the early knives offered by such 
respectable firms as Boker, Camillus, 
imperial and Schrade. Boasting intri¬ 
cate designs and quality materials, the 
custom knives discussed here are but 
three of the best available, all in use by 
law enforcement and military person¬ 
nel. As responsive edged tools they 
are practical, safe, and nice to have 
in-hand when needed. 

At the same time, it is important to 
remember that P.L. 85-623 is still very 
much in effect. Fines of up to $2,000 
per violation can be levied for possess¬ 
ing such a knife. Jail time is set at no 
more than five years per violation. 
Obviously it is in your best interests to 
be fully knowledgeable concerning the 
laws in your state when considering 
any auto knife purchase. 

And, for those of us unable to afford 
such knives, there’s always the late- 
night reruns of “West Side Story.” ^ 



Fluid in design and broad 
in mechanical 
considerations, the 
switchblade has evolved 
Into an art form as well as 
a viable edged tool. Legal 
ownership and carry is 
regulated by Federal, 
state and local laws, with 
military and law 
enforcement agencies 
generally exempt due to 
their specialized 
equipment needs. 
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tjrf!E(r.L SAflEARM ? 


■■ FORCES 


Anno 

special edition of Vthe 
handgun that tookk* 
the desert by storm. 


DESER f S TORM <av«L 

16 January 1991 -11 April 1091 


About — tlpfil siite sikif tvitfnrriiitf. 

Now, for Desert Storm participants, gun collectors and Americans every¬ 
where, Beretta proudly introduces a Special Edition of the legendary 92F sidearm. 

The Special Edition Beretta is the standard 92FA19, carried by all branches 
of the service in the Persian Gulf and conforms to military production, perfor¬ 
mance and finish specifications. The words Desert Storm are engraved on the 
slide, in both English and Arabic, along with the dates of the operation and the 
official CENTCOM seal. Each pistol carries a special Desert Storm serial number 
and is authentically packaged to Military specs, making it a unique memento of 
America’s role in the 100-hour lightning victory. 

The Limited Edition 92F is available now at your authorized Beretta dealer. 
Beretta U.S.A., 17601 Beretta 

Drive, Accokeek, MD 20607, f mlm i Dnmll *\ II O A 

( 301 ) 283 - 2191 . Wmi Derena u.o.a. 


























I WAS THERE — 82 nd Airborne Starts Rebellion 

by Steve Kness 


AS far as the rest of the 
world was concerned, the 
war with Iraq was over. Ku¬ 
wait had been liberated, and 
the Iraqi Republican Guard 
was all but destroyed. 

Our battalion, 3-505th of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, 
had been traveling across 
Iraq since the day before 
the ground war had started. 
Loaded on 5-ton trucks, our 
mission was to move north 
into Iraq, then east to cut off 
the supply lines for Iraqi 
units south of us, whether in 
Kuwait or southern Iraq. 

Our convoy pulled onto a 
highway just north of Basra 
and headed north. The 
sides of the highway were 
littered with abandoned 
Iraqi equipment, destroyed 



Photo: Blythe Camenson 


I/Ve started a damned rebellion! 
As soon as people heard that 
Americans had arrived, these guys 
started grabbing Al<s and 
attacking the government troops. 


vehicles and either hastily 
abandoned or completely destroyed 
fighting positions. Cluster bomb cas¬ 
ings and fields of artillery-delivered 
land mines were everywhere. 

The Iraqi civilians that we’d seen 
were warm and friendly, and greeted 
us with cheers and waves as the 
convoy roared by. Saddam Hussein 
enjoyed little popularity with these 
people. 

Although our weapons were locked 
and loaded, the majority of them lay 
against the sides of the truck. Our 
antitank missiles were securely 
strapped down. Encountering the 
enemy was the last thing on any¬ 
one’s mind. 

As we moved north of Basra, the 
outskirts of a small town came into 
view — Sod Ash Shuyakh. Our mis¬ 
sion, we had been told that morning, 
was to secure various road intersec¬ 
tions in the town and to basically 
establish an American presence there. 

We entered the town. The convoy 
halted momentarily to drop off a fire- 
team to secure an intersection. The 
fireteam fanned out, two men in the 
road to stop any vehicles that came by, 
and one on either side to cover them. 

"Hey, check it out!” 

Our truck’s .50 caliber machine gun¬ 
ner laughed and pointed ahead of us. 
At a road intersection 200 meters away 
stood a giant billboard bearing Sad¬ 
dam Hussein’s portrait. 


We didn’t even notice when the Iraqi 
vehicle rolled into view. It was moving 
toward the same intersection that we 
were, the one with the billboard watch¬ 
ing over it. Several seconds later, 
someone spotted it. 

"Enemy at 11 o’clock!" 

As shouts filled the air, everyone 
jumped to their feet. The convoy jerked 
to a halt. As we all watched the Iraqi 
vehicle, the soldiers aboard it finally 
spotted us. Their eyes widened in 
surprise. Even from where we were, 
we could see the expressions of pure 
horror on the enemy soldiers’ faces. 

"Get the bastards!" someone cried. 

With a resounding roar, our platoon 
vaulted out of the first two trucks and 
stormed across the fields toward the 
soldiers. All thoughts of formation and 
tactics were gone. It was nothing but 
an all-out charge, a bum-rush, a wild, 
thoughtless race to get the Iraqis 
before they got away. They took one 
look, dropped their weapons, and ran. 

"Halt! Halt! Kiff! Kifff" Our CO’s 
shouts echoed across the field. He 
fired several shots into the air. As soon 
as they heard the firing, their hands 
flew up. We were taking fire from the 
woodline. Occasional puffs of dirt and 
water flew into the air as the rounds hit 
home. 

We finally caught the soldiers about 
100 meters from the building. Shouts 
rose into the air as we motioned for 


them to lie face down on the 
ground. Within a matter of 
seconds, more than 20 Iraqi 
soldiers lay beside the road, 
their hands behind their 
heads. 

Three of us approached a 
pair that lay near. While an¬ 
other man pulled security, we 
searched the two. The 
search was brief and thor¬ 
ough. Their boots were cut 
off and removed, their pock¬ 
ets torn open. Everything but 
their ID cards and money 
were thrown away. Within 10 
minutes, the prisoners were 
bound and awaiting a truck 
that would take them to the 
nearest POW camp. 

In the meantime, I had 
joined a hastily formed group 
that was headed for the build¬ 
ing that the Iraqis had been 
trying to reach. Too scattered to find 
our original squads, we just formed 
new ones and carried on. 

The building’s entrance was on the 
far side. We covered the windows and 
rooftop as we moved up to the build¬ 
ings, then began skirting the walls. As 
soon as one of our guys moved around 
the corner on the far side of the 
vehicle, he froze. A Soviet-made ar¬ 
mored recon vehicle sat in the build¬ 
ing’s courtyard, not 10 meters away. 

He muttered a brief curse, then 
realized that if it had been occupied, 
we would’ve already been dead men. 
He turned around. 

"We’ve got a BRDM up here. It’s 
unoccupied.” 

We quickly moved forward while a 
team searched the vehicle. It was 
empty of people, but held several 
chemical suits, AK-47s, and ammuni¬ 
tion for the vehicle’s weapons. 

We quickly realized that the building 
was the headquarters for the local 
detachment of government soldiers. 
As we searched, gunfire began to 
sound in the distance, first to the north, 
then the south, and finally it seemed to 
come from every direction. Off to the 
south, where the downtown area of the 
town lay, huge clouds of smoke began 
to rise into the air. 

Back near the intersection with Hus- 

Continued on page 88 
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Now get a free book 
when you 

take an inside look at 


N OWTIME-L1FE BOOKS brings 
you the first inside, in-depth 
look at modem warfare. 

Send for AIR STRIKE, and you can 
capture the full, high-tech drama. 

Up close and with spellbinding 
immediacy. From the point of 
view of a new breed of soldier—jet 
warriors, commandos, top guns, 
grunts and brass. 

From Desert One to 
Desert Storm, the scarcely 
believable Inside story! 
First-person accounts give you 
a wealth of little-known facts. 
Photographs include many never 
seen in the U.S. Original art re¬ 
veals the exact details of deadly 
new weapons. Strategy maps let 
you follow tactics and objectives. 
The result is an insider's view that 
takes you from Iran to Panama, 
from Afghanistan to the Gulf. 
Spend 10 days FREE 
with AIR STRIKE. 

Your first volume takes you into 
the eye of Desert Wind- -to bring 
you the stoiy behind the story of 
the deadliest aerial bombardment 
in history! 


Find out what real ly went into 
the air raid of the future. When 
self-guided Tomahawk missiles 
slammed into Baghdad—taking 
out 51 of 52 key targets. When 
eight Apache helicopters silenced 
Iraqi early-warning radar. When 
Stealth bombers 
rained steel with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

When B-52s, A-10 
WarthogsandF-16 
Falcons decimated 
the world's fourth- 
largestarmy, 
setting the stage for 
a 100-hour ground 
war. 

Keep AIR STRIKE 
for just $14.99,* 

then take a free look at future vol- 
umes—from THE ARMORED FIST 
and CARRIER WARFARE to 
HUNTERS OF THE DEEP and 
COMMANDO OPERATIONS. 

Examine each one for 10 days. 
Keep the ones you like for the 
same low price. One about every 
other month. Cancel any time. 
r . 
i 


Free DESERT STORM book 
—a $ 19.95 valuel 
Keep AIR STRIKE and get DESERT 
STORM: The War in the Persian Gulf— 
a $ 19.95 value—free! 

From the editors and correspon¬ 
dents of TIME magazine, this hard- 


RAIN OF STEEL 
fighter is loaded 
the nightfligh t to Baghdad. 


cover volume captures all the drama 
ofthe 43-day Gulf War. With 240 
eyewitness pages... exclusive maps 
and diagrams... and 129 photo¬ 
graphs- many never before 

published! TI kit 

* ITiis price guaranteed for a £ tong ■ 

a&you wish io subscribe. Ship¬ 
ping Eilud handling wilj he added, 

Grdeis subject to approval 


LIFE 


BOOKS 


A FREE LOOK and a FREE BOOK with THE HEW FACE 01 WAR 


YES! I want to spend 10 days FREE with 
AIR STRIKE. And please send me future vol¬ 
umes under the terms described in this ad. 

PLUS.. when I purchase AIR STRIKE, you 
will then send me DESERT STORM: The War 
in the Persian Gulf—a $ 19.95 value—abso- 

1Ute 'y free! EWATDO 




Name 


(please print} 


Address ~ 


Efl 

Gfy75fi5e7Z!P- 

E 1 If order card Is missing, mail this coupon to TIME-LIFE BOOKS, 

!l | Box C 32066, Richmond, VA 23261 -2066 

No Risk! No Commitment! 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 





























WORLD SITREP 


© 


ANGOLA 

After last-minute fighting for position, MPLA and 
UNITA sign peace accord ... Portugal (colonial 
power), USSR (surrogate handler #1), U.S. 
(surrogate handler #2) to form joint political/ 
military commission with MPLA and UNITA 
representatives to prepare elections and moni¬ 
tor formation of 40,000-man united military ... 
U.S., USSR, promise no more military aid. 


ALBANIA 

Among boats escaping to Italy was a 
Huchan-class, Chinese-built fast attack craft 
with crew of 11. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Regime air force Su-22 "Fitter 0 bombed 
village of Namadguti-poen, 150km inside 
USSR, killing four; Kabul says plane was on 
mission against mujahideen, blamed pilot 
error. 


ALGERIA 

Algerian army pursues crackdown on Moslem fundamentalists; arms caches 
uncovered, many arrests, marry protests quashed. 




CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 

Under pressure from France, current 
chief donor, government frees 12 
held for assassination of presidential 
adviser Bernard Kowada. 


CAMBODIA 

Jakarta peace talks awry; re¬ 
newed fighting between Cam¬ 
bodian People's Armed Force 
and Khmer Rouge near Plailin, 
40km from Thai border. 


ARGENTINA 

Condor 2 ballistic missile program officially can¬ 
celed in a "complete and irreversible decision." 


BURMA 

Took defrvery of six Yugoslav Soko Super 
Galeb G-4 attack/trainers; Burmese pilots 
training at Yugoslav Air Force Academy; 
SLORC has option to buy a dozen more ... 
Competing for influence, India and China 
flooding SLORC with weapons to be used 
against ethnic groups fighting for liberty. 


CUBA 

Double agent claims he infiltrated CIA, 
provided data on Radio Marti before it 
began transmitting in March 1990. 


ETHIOPIA 

Formal plan for interim government pre¬ 
sented by provisional government... Ten¬ 
tative agreement with Eritreans allowing 
their plebiscite for independence if they 
guarantee access to Red Sea. 


HUNGARY 


Soviet army, after 47-year occupation, 
completely gone; locals celebrating. 


INDIA 

Some 162 Maoist rebels fighting for 
independence in Assam state sur¬ 
render en masse, bringing 50 weap¬ 
ons and a "huge” quantity of ammo. 


IRAQ 

Saddam purges chief of staff and head of 
military intelligence in latest shakeup; still- 
current defense minister is Saddam's 
cousin and son-in-law, Gen. Hussein Kamel 
al-Majid. 


GERMANY 

United capital will be Berlin; move will probably take a decade or so... Agreement 
with USSR to pay for 3,000 homes for returning Soviet troops hit snag - Sov$ want 
to hire cheaper Finnish and Turkish contractors to do work ... Der Spiegel reports 
139 violations by German companies selling arms to Iraq, some in 1991. 


JAPAN 

Flotilla of Japanese minesweep¬ 
ers on duty in Gulf will stay even if 
U.S. launches surgical strikes on 
suspected nuclear facilities in 
Iraq. 
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USSR 

Trying again to sell Vfek-141 vertical/short take off 
and landing (V/STOL) filters to India; Vfck-141 is 
only supersonic V/STOL yet developed, but Sovs 
need capital to produce them... Surprise offer to 
sell Israel SA-10 "Grumble” surface-to-air missile 
systems, which they claim are superior to U.S. 
Patriot, having ceiling of 25,000 meters, 90km 
range ... Fire at U.S. Embassy destroys intelligence¬ 
gathering equipment; Soviet firemen steal classi¬ 
fied files from offices during fire. 


© 


TURKEY 

Playing with late-model Soviet Mil MI-8T 
"Hip C* chopper that recently emigrated 
from USSR ... Buying 10 Patriot air-defense 
systems from Raytheon. 


© 


THAILAND 

More than 100 druggies killed inside Burma 
by Thai choppers armed with rockets and 
machine guns; drug lord Khun Sa orders in 
500 reinforcements. 


(?) 


SYRIA 

Buying $2 billion in Soviet 
weapons from Moscow (300 
T-72 and T-74 tanks, more 
than 50 MiG-29 fighters, plus 
early warning radars and SAM 
11, 13, and 16 surface-to-air 
missiles); fofiow-on deal for 
SU-27 ''Flanker’* fighters; 
concurrent deals will get them 
up to 500 surplus T-72 tanks 
from Czechoslovakia, Yugosla¬ 
via and Romania. 



SIERRA LEONE 

Receiving "non-tethal" military aid in face of 
widening conflict with neighboring Liberia. 


SENEGAL 

15 separatist Casamance rebels killed dur¬ 
ing ambush of army patrol; 30 more 
wounded in botched attack near border 


SWITZERLAND 

Resuming arms sales to Turkey,* largest contract 
affected is $160 million deal for 25mm Oeritkon 
cannons. 


SOUTH KOREA 

Current plans call for all 43,000 U.S. troops to 
be under Korean command by end of 1992; 
leader probably will be Gen. Kim Ym Young, 
now deputy to Gen. RisCassi. 


SRI LANKA 

Takes delivery of Chinese FT-5 jet train¬ 
ers, waiting on F-7 interceptors; jets for 
counterguerrilla operations and to pro¬ 
tect against Indian incursions; also get¬ 
ting 12 130mm Type 59-1 artillery 
pieces, three more fast attack craft, 21 
Type 85 tracked IFVs from China Much 
activity in northern Jaffna by both Tamil 
Tigers and government forces. 


© 


LEBANON 

19 killed, 58 wounded in fighting 
between PLO guerrillas and Leba¬ 
nese troops as Syrian-backed gov¬ 
ernment continues largest offensive 
in 16 years ... Israeli air force attacks 
three Palestinian militia bases in Leba¬ 
non in strongest air attacks since 
1982 invasion. 


© 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

IRA forced char woman at Beleek police 
base to carry bomb in handbag to police 
station while they held her husband, 
neighbor and neighbor's young daughter 
hostage; cops spotted terrified woman, 
had her drop bomb, cleared the area; no 
injuries, minimal damage; IRA didn’t make 
good on threat to kill hostages. 


with Guinea Bissau; border now sealed. 


RWANDA 

In peace talks between government, rebels 
have hammered out amnesty, terms for direct 
talks with government; neighboring countries 
agree to let refugees return home. 


© 


MOZAMBIQUE 

Thousands flee into South Africa to escape 
fighting between RENAMO and govern¬ 
ment troops. 


o . PHILIPPINES 

mJSAF withdrawing most of troops —damage to Clark AFB from erupting Mt Pinatubo 
makes squabble over terms of staying a moot point,* civilian death toll more than 300 
... Chairman of Philippine senate defense committee states first four months of 1991 
saw 171 NBA attacks; NBA won 17 of 30 major engagements with government 
forces, killing 563 government troops white losing 447 of its own. 
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Combat Pistol Ammo Update 


FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokaiis 



I F. Sometimes that 
can be a mighty 
big word. If Win¬ 
chester had intro¬ 
duced its new .45 ACP 
230-grain Jacketed 
Hollow Point (JHP) 
bullet two years ago it 
would have out-per¬ 
formed every other 
projectile entered in 
the FBI’s highly publi¬ 
cized test and evalua¬ 
tion of handgun ammu¬ 
nition. The FBI would 
probably not have 
adopted a down¬ 
loaded 10mm Auto 
cartridge. Smith & 

Wesson and Olin/Win- 
chester would then not 
have been motivated 
to develop the short- 
case .40 S&W car¬ 
tridge. Handgun manu¬ 
facturers would not 
have been able to de¬ 
sign pistols in this caliber. The popular 
gun press would have had little to write 
about. 

SOF recently evaluated the terminal 
effects of Winchester ammunition 
loaded with this new bullet. The veloc¬ 
ity averaged about 835 fps from the 
5-inch barrel of a Colt Government 
Model 1911A1. The 3.5-inch barrel of a 
Colt Officer’s ACP Model generated 
805 fps. The depth of penetration in 
soft tissue averaged about 15.5 inches 
with consistent, concentric expansion 
of the bullet to approximately .65 
caliber at both velocities. 

That’s precisely the performance we 
want. Penetration is, without doubt, the 
most important single parameter in the 
wound ballistics of handgun ammuni¬ 
tion. The bullet must penetrate deeply 
enough to crush, cut and break 
through the human body’s vital struc¬ 
tures and organs. Any handgun bullet 
not capable of penetrating at least 12 
inches is not acceptable and the ca¬ 
pacity to penetrate up to 20 inches of 
soft tissue is desirable. Once we’ve 
obtained the required penetration, the 
bullet that makes the biggest hole will 
do the most damage. 

Necessary or not, the .40 S&W 
cartridge and a glut of pistols cham¬ 
bered for it have arrived and will be 


SOF tested the wound ballistics potential of 
several new loads in the most popular 
combat handgun calibers: .45 ACP, 9mm 
Parabellum, .40 S&W and 10mm Auto. To 
no one’s surprise, Winchester’s new 230- 
grain JHP .45 ACP load out-performed all 
others, followed by Hornady’s 180-grain 
JHP .40 S&W ammunition. 


with us for some time into the foresee¬ 
able future. It is superior to the 9mm 
Parabellum. Most of the .40 S&W 
ammunition we tested was effective 
and it appears that the ammunition 
manufacturers are starting to produce 
handgun bullets of the proper design, 
ur tests in this caliber were 
conducted with a Smith & Wes¬ 
son Model 4006 with a 4-inch 
barrel. Federal’s 180-grain JHP with¬ 
out a post averaged 944 fps, expanded 
to .65 caliber and penetrated, without 
fragmentation, from 12.3 to 12.5 
inches of soft tissue. This is acceptable 
performance. Their 180-grain JHP 
Hydra-Shok bullet with its goofy post is 
loaded into an impressive nickeled- 
case. Its performance is less than 
impressive. Expanding to .68 caliber, it 
penetrates only 11.7 to 11.9 inches of 
soft tissue while traveling at 945 fps. 
That’s marginal and we surely don’t 
need to pay more for less. 


Winchester’s 180-grain in this cali¬ 
ber also travels downrange at about 
940 fps, expands to .65 caliber with 
only minor fragmentation and pene¬ 
trated about 12.5 inches of soft tissue. 

Hornady’s .40 S&W ammunition, 
when loaded with their 180-grain JHP 
XTP bullet, turned in the best perform¬ 
ance. Velocity ranged from 948 to 972 
fps. Expansion was stellate-shaped, 
with the points averaging .68 caliber 
and the flats at about .64 caliber. There 
was no fragmentation and this bullet 
will penetrate about 14.2 inches of soft 
tissue. Black Hills Ammunition also 
uses the Hornady 180-grain JHP XTP 
bullet at a velocity that varies from 855 
to 890 fps. However, penetration, while 
an excellent 17 to 18.7 inches, is 
provided at the expense of expansion, 
which drops to approximately .54 cali¬ 
ber as only the jacket peels back. 

Two 155-grain JHP .40 S&W bullets 
were tested. Winchester’s Silvertip 
travels at about 930 fps and expands 
to about .62 caliber and penetrates 
12.4 to 13 inches with no fragmenta¬ 
tions. Hornady’s bullet in this weight 
performs more erratically. Velocity var¬ 
ies by more than 100 fps (1,044 to 
1,146 fps). Expansion is consistent at 
.62 caliber, but there is noticeable 
fragmentation of the lead alloy core all 
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along the wound track and penetration 
varies from 10.3 to 13.4 inches, I 
believe we would be better served if a 
200-grain JHP bullet was developed 
for the .40 S&W. Until that occurs, 
180-grain JHP bullets should be se¬ 
lected and, at present Hornady ammu¬ 
nition provides the best performance in 
this weight. 

We also tested a 170-grain lead 
alloy, truncated cone bullet loaded by 
Accurate Ammunition. The velocity is 
about 970 fps. Bullets of this configura¬ 
tion are commonly shoulder stabilized 
and will not yaw in the target, nor do 
they deform. As a consequence, they 
will invariably over-penetrate. This one 
traveled 39 inches before it exited the 
tissue simulant. Save bullets of this 
type for punching paper. 

lack Hills 10mm Auto ammuni¬ 
tion with both Winchester and 
Hornady 180-grain JHP bullets 
was fired through a Glock Model 20 
with a 4.6-inch barrel. Stepping out at 
about 1,000 fps the Winchester bullet 
performed in an erratic manner. When 
it expanded to .70 caliber with minimal 
fragmentation, it penetrated to a depth 
of more than 13 inches. However, 
sometimes this bullet will lose almost 
30% of its original weight to small 
fragments all along the wound track. 

When this happens, the remaining 
diameter is no greater than about .50 
caliber and penetration increases to 


almost 16 inches. Unless fragments 
move significantly away from the per¬ 
manent wound cavity (as they do in the 
case of Ml93/M855 5.56x45mm 
NATO ball ammunition), they have 
little effect and do not increase the 
bullet’s performance. The Hornady 
bullet, at approximately the same ve¬ 
locity, penetrated more than 20 inches 
of soft tissue because only the jacket 
peeled back and the expanded diame¬ 
ter was no greater than .53 caliber. 

In my opinion, the 10mm Auto car¬ 
tridge exists without a clearly defined 
mission. When loaded to case capac¬ 
ity, perceived recoil is severe, muzzle 
climb is acute, muzzle flash is objec¬ 
tionable, the endurance life of most 
pistols chambered for it is seriously 
compromised and most hollow-point 
bullets will either over-expand and thus 
under-penetrate or turn into frangible 
missiles and break apart. It deserves a 
quiet burial and no more than a foot¬ 
note in the history of handguns. 

There are still a bunch of 9mm 
Parabellum pistols out there and, as it 
falls well behind the .45 ACP and .40 
S&W in wound ballistics potential, we 
need to maximize this cartridge’s per¬ 
formance to the fullest extent possible. 
Subsonic 147-grain JHP bullets pro¬ 
vide the best performance to date in 
this caliber. We tested three different 
loads of this type. 

Winchester’s subsonic 147-grain 


JHP bullet has a velocity of about 
1,020 fps when fired through the 
4 5/8-inch barrel of a Browning High 
Power, consistently expands to a con¬ 
centric .58 caliber and penetrates 
more than 13.5 inches of soft tissue. 
Black Hills uses the Hornady 147-grain 
XTP bullet driven at about 1,025 fps. 
Expansion is to a disappointing .47 
caliber with some fragmentation. This 
bullet will penetrate up to 18.5 inches. 

Fiocchi’s 147-grain JHP expands up 
to .60 caliber with no fragmentation 
and penetration up to 14 inches with an 
average velocity of approximately 980 
fps. An interesting feature of the Fioc- 
chi load is its overall loaded length, 
which is only 1.1 inches — significantly 
shorter than most 9mm military ball. As 
a result, it will feed reliably in subma¬ 
chine guns, such as the U2I, which will 
usually not accept ammunition with 
hollow-point bullets. 

Three other .45 ACP loads were 
tested in comparison with the Win¬ 
chester 230-grain JHP. Most unusual 
in appearance was the Devel bullet 
developed by Charles Kelsey. This 
pointed projectile has been swage- 
formed with six concentric fins that 
radiate downward and away from the 
bullet’s nose. They are supposed to cut 
and slice through tissue during their 
travel through the body. In fact they do 

Continued on page 92 



The Leader in Surveillance and 
Detection Technology 



Night Vision 

AN/PVS-4 Weapon Sight 


AN/PVS-7B 

Mono-Tube 

Goggle 

$ 4050°° 



Seismic 
Intrusion Detection 

STANO TRC-3 

Wireless-Intrusion Device 

$ 475°° 



SC/Stano-500 

Pocketscope 

$ 3050°° 


NVG-500 
Starlight Goggles 

N .w $ 5300°° 



P AN/PVS-2B Weapon Sight 

$ ^ 695 oo Plus $100 - ,or 


AN/PSR-1A 

Wire-Intrusion Device 

$27500 


AN/GSS-9 

Breakwire Alarm 

$gg 95 


Plus $100. (or 
weapon mount. 


STANO Components 


P.O. Box 2048 • Carson City, Nevada 89702 
(702) 246-5281 / (702) 246-5283 / Fax (702) 246-5211 




XM-76 
ANTI-OSCILLATION 
SIGHTING SYSTEM 

With Zoom Monocular 

s 1695°° 
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MC/Visa & COD 
Order toll free 
1 - 800 - 821-5157 


DutchGuard By Mail 


MC Visa & COD 

Order toll free 
1 - 800 - 821-5157 


sound detector IINIGHT COMMAND Watch 



Classic Pilot’s 


] 


Just $29.00 


That’s right, for only $29.00 you can have this 
aviator/racer watch. It’s finished in handsome 
gunmetal black with matching black stainless 
\ steel band. The classic watch, because it has all 
' The Right Stuff-from its All Business outside 
) its high-tech electronic workings. This is 
today’s most popular watch - the perfect 
blend of history and style for men on the 
| go. Check out these features: Both Ana¬ 
log AND Digital time displays with lumi¬ 
nous hands and numeral markers and LCD 
display; allows for dual time zone set¬ 
tings; has 12/24 European/Military time 
settings; reads hours, minutes, seconds, AM/ 
M, month, date and day of week; has a daily 
irm and hourly chime; has a one-hour stop- 
ch with 1/100th second resolution; has a 
ry time ring bezel; is water resistant to 50 


VOICE CHANGER TELEPHONE 


A DIGITAL VOICE CHANGER IS BUILT INTO 
THIS STANDARD DESKTOP TELEPHONE. Use 
it to alter your voice when placing or receiving phone 
calls. The precise and realistic sounding digital voice 
modification mode lets you change your voice from 
male to female, female to male, adult to child, child to 
adult. SIXTEEN DIFFERENT PROGRAMMABLE 
VOICE MASKING LEVELS! Full feature phone is 
tone/pulse switchable, has last number redial, is FCC 
registered and hearing aid compatible. UL & CSA listed. 
Use as a regular voice phone, or switch to Voice Change 
Mode (has lighted mode indicator); a unique feature lets 
you hear your altered voice in the earphone so you can check for desired sound. 
The Voice Changing Telephone is an ideal security device for women and 
children home alone; discourages annoying callers; can be used as a pre-screening 
tool; or use the extreme ranges of the digital processor to create funny cartoon voices. Lesser quality hand¬ 
held voice changers run over $300.00. Our price on this quality Telephone Voice Changer $89.00 (each 
add’l $80.00) each. 


f 



EVERY COMPLAINT DESK 
NEEDS ONE 
OF THESE! 


Give complainers a real bang for their buck with this 
Complaint Department Hand Grenade. Hefty 2-lb. World 
War II style grenade Is mounted on an attractive 4" x 6" walnut 
base. Take A Number” it urges... perfect for shop, office and 
i home... the ultimate problem solver! Order one for $22.50; 
g. two for $38.00 ($19.00 each); four for $70.00 ($17.50 each); 
™ six for $99.00 ($16.50 each); and twelve for $168.00 
($14.00 each) + $4.00 shipping per order, any quantity. 


PHONE RECORDER . Bug Box 



Electronic marvel tapes phone calls automatically. 
A “no hands’* control for connecting cassette re¬ 
corder to a telephone line, simply connect one cord 
to cassette recorder & the other cord into ANY 
modular jack in the house. Set recorder for “record” 
& whenever a receiver is lifted on any phone on the 
premises, the recorder will automatically record. 
When the receiver is hung-up, the recorder auto¬ 
matically stops. Just $22.50 


You Need The 
BUG BOX For 
Telephone 
Privacy 

Telephone tap detector notifies you of unauthorized 
intrusion onto your line. Just plug modular phone 
into tiny BUG BOX, then plug BUG BOX into wall 
jack. An indicator light tells you when someone is 
"listening in”. BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every 
phone in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only tells you 
if someone else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF 
with its privacy shut-out circuit. BuyoneBUGBOX 
and use its indicator light to monitor line intrusion; 
buy as many BUG BOX’s as you have phones and 
enjoy total privacy shut-out plus visible light indica¬ 
tors. Sale price $30.00 



PORTABLE 

ELECTRIC 

POWER SUPPLY 


Versatile, portable, rechargeable 
power station provides multi volt¬ 
age output of 3,6,9 and 12 VDC to 
accommodate your remote electric¬ 
ity requirements. Use “Smart Charge” 
to run radios, recorders, camera equip¬ 
ment, TVs, heaters, portable refrigerators, 
power tools, cellular telephones, even to jump start 
vehicles and boats, more! Utilizes a sealed lead acid battery to 
provide hours of electricity (6.5 AH; run time depends on amperage of device 
being powered). Compact size (7” x 4" x 8") and lightweight (8-lbs.), and so 
versatile thanks to its multi-voltage capability to power whatever appliance you 
have. Comes complete with DC power cables, four 
adaptors for various size appliances, dual cigarette 
plug cable, built-in terminals for vehicle jumper cables \j\ (T 
& UL listed AC adaptor . You can recharge the battery 
from household electricity, or from vehicle 12 volt battery. 

Perfect for home emergency, camping, military, construction, 

boating. Warranty & money back guarantee. From Recoton, j 

this one does it all, and for just $89.00 (each add’l $80.00) each. 


MC/Visa & COD orders call toll free 1-800-821-5157 

| Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I _ . . _ . Item price 

DutchGuard i- 

I Dept. 1091 - 

| P.O. Box 411687 -- __ .. . .-TiTon— 

■ Kansas City MO 64141 - 

Total enclosed 


Total enclosed 
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.45 ACP SUPER GUNS 

^ B i Modified Autos for Competition, Hunting, and Personal Defense 

The C o| t * 45 1911 autoloading pistol - rugged, reliable, it is a masterpiece of firearms design 
C a n d the most renowned military sidearm in history. Now, weapons expert J.M. Ramos opens up 

the world of customized, compensated and specially modified 1911 pistols created by the top 
gunsmiths and craftsmen in the world. This is an exclusive look at the weapons that dominate today’s 
highly competitive IPSC shooting matches. Chapters cover North American, European and Asian variants; 
classic double-action and full-auto conversions; the latest high-capacity enhancements and quality 
accessories from Pachmayr, King’s Gun Works, Ed Brown and others; and much more. Packed with exclusive 
photos and illustrations - from deadly .45 machine pistols used by gangster Baby Face Nelson to ultramodern, 
radical improvements on John M. Browning’s original design. This is the latest testimonial to the greatest handgun of 
all time. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 144 pp. $20.00 
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GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hoyduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political 
dirty tricksters. These dirty tricks 
range from the simple to the ela¬ 
borate. For entertainment only. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics 
for All Occasions 
by George Hoyduke 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers and more to help 
you savor your vengeance! For 
entertainment only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, 252 pp. $19.95 

LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS 
Beating the Terrorist 
Threat Overseas 
by Patrick Coil ins 
Written by a CIA officer who spent his 
career planning and implementing 
security programs for Americans 
stationed abroad, this is a com¬ 
prehensive guide to reducing your 
vulnerability to terrorism. Improve the 
odds against you with tactics that have 
been put to the test in some of the 
most dangerous areas of the world. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 192 pp. $15.00 


COMBAT AMMO OF 
THE 21st CENTURY 
by Duncan Long 

You don't have to be in uniform to face 
combat. Any armed encounter is com¬ 
bat. This update of Combat Ammu¬ 
nition: Everything You Need to 
Know shows you how to win these 
showdowns by selecting or making 
modem, fight-stopping ammo - includ¬ 
ing .40 S&W, 10mm Auto, subsonic 
9mms, tracer rounds, flechette car¬ 
tridges and more. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 216 pp. $30.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 
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REVENGE 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 

80 pp. $12.00 


STREET LETHAL 
Unarmed Urban Combat 
by Sammy Franco 
Want to survive a real streetfight? The 
fancy leaping kicks and pre-planned 
responses taught in traditional martial 
arts will not work on today's city 
streets. Discover Contemporary Fight¬ 
ing Arts, a hard-hitting combat system 
that ends streetfights quickly. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 192 pp. $15.95 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
by Glen K. Craig 
Paladin’s new update of this classic 
best-seller gives you the info you 
need to stay alive and stay well in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries. In a 
new compact format, this book 
gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2x7 1/4, weather¬ 
proof softcover, illus., 608 pp. 

$19.95 


TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 
by Jeff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one’s honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 


RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 
Getting Down to Getting Even 
by George Hayduke 
Have you got a score to settle with 
someone? George Hayduke and his 
merry band of pranksters are back 
with more than 100 all-new, devilishly 
delicious tricks designed to drive the 
bad guys to damnation and deliver the 
good guys from the grips of their 
tormentors. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
240 pp. $19.95 



REVISE 


FIELD A 

KNIFE 

EVALUATIONS 


irnn 

POISONING 


THE 

IRAQI ARMY 


ORGAWAntIN 
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DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


WANTED 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY SCIENCE, SELF-DEFENSE, 
PERSONAL FREEDOM AND RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, PO. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 


KILLER INSTINCT 
Unarmed Combat 
for Street Survival 
by Sammy Franco 
To survive the violent streets of urban 
America, you must equip yourself 
with a vicious animal instinct. Tap into 
the mental, spiritual and physical 
components of Contemporary Fight¬ 
ing Arts, an advanced system of 
unarmed combat that offers the 
modern warrior a brutal and efficient 
arsenal. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus.. 112 pp. $15.00 


THE POWER OF 
POSITIVE REVENGE 
A Winner's Guide to 
Exacting Vengeance 
by Michael Connor 
More than just another revenge book, 
this is a breakthrough in vengeance! 
It harnesses the energy of negative 
thinking and turns it into positive 
revenge. The principle of “every 
action has an equal and opposite 
reaction" can change your life! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1/2 x 
81/2, hardcover, 232 pp. $19.95 

FIELD KNIFE EVALUATIONS 
The Good/ the Bad, and 
the Ugly of Hard-Use Knives 
by ferry Younkins 
How does that blade you’d like to own 
measure up when put to the test? 
Finally, here’s a resource that tells you 
- objectively. Younkins reveals how 
some of the best examples of hard- 
use cutlery cut, whittled, chopped and 
chiseled in the field, then appraises 
them accordingly. 5 1/2x8 1/2, soft- 
cover. photos, illus., 304 pp. $24.95 


LEAD POISONING 
25 True Stories from the 
Wrong End of a Gun 
by Chris Pfouts 

Everyone, including you. runs the 
risk of being shot, either by intent or 
by accident. By reading what these 
shooting survivors have to say 
about their experience - the 
preceding signs, the lessons 
learned - you can learn how to 
avoid a bullet in the first place. An 
extraordinary book. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, 184 pp. $21.95 


THE IRAQI ARMY 
Organization and Tactics 
From SCUD missle units to the elite 
Republican Guard, here's the most up- 
to-date tactical handbook on every 
aspect of the Iraqi army recently 
decimated by U.S.-fed coalition forces 
during Operation Desert Storm. This 
manual provides valuable insight into 
the U.S. military's doctrine of quick and 
violent attack that will shape the face of 
modern warfare into the next century. 5 
1/2x8 1/2, softcover, illus., 192 pp. 

$15.00 


MONEY-BACK 

GUARANTEE 
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Your Revenge Is in the Mail.9.95 
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Up Yours! Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques. 19.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship.... 19.95 

The Revenge Book. 8.00 

Tenant’s Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord. 9,95 

Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice.. 19.95 


PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 


How to Hide Anything.$ 10.00 

The Outlaw Reports.25.00 
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SURVIVAL 
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And a Few Others that Are Damn Good, Too.... 10.00 

Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life.16.00 
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Combat Survival.18.95 
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GUERRILLA WARFARE 

150 Questions for a Guerrilla.$ 8.00 

Ambush and Counter Ambush. 6.00 

Handbook for Volunteers of the 

Irish Republican Army. 6.00 

POLICE SCIENCE 

SWAT Training and Employment.$ 14.00 

The Fingerprint Identification System.10.00 

D.E.A. Narcotics Investigator’s Manual.50.00 

Crime Scene Search and Physical 

Evidence Handbook.16.00 

The S.W.A.T. Team Manual.12.00 
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Deep Cover: Police Intelligence Operations.14.00 
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WEAPONS 


AR-15/M16 Super Systems.$ 19.95 

The CZ-75 Family* The Ultimate Combat Handgun.... 16.00 

The AR-15,’M 16: A Practical Guide.16.95 

The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: 

Standard,'Mark I/Mark II Series.12.00 

Combat Ammunition: 

Everything You Need to Know.24.95 

The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: 

A Special Weapons Analysis.16.95 

Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook.20.00 

Assault Pistols. Rifles and Submachine Guns.21.95 

The Shotgun in Combat.10.00 

Shooting to Live.10.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: 

Vol. II. The Handgun.14.00 

The Lewis Gun.39.95 

The Complete Book of Combat Handgunning.16.95 

The Mini-14: The Plinker. Hunter. Assault, 

and Everything Else Rifle.10.00 

Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns.17.95 

Automatics: Fast Firepower. Tactical Superiority.18.00 

Sturm. Ruger 10/22 Rifle and .44 

Magnum Carbine.12.00 

The Fighting Rifle.16.95 


The Complete Book of U.S. Sniping.$ 39.95 

The German Sniper: 1914-1945.60.00 

Counter Sniper Guide. 6.00 

U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual.19.95 

U.S. Marine Corps Sniping.14.95 


Hot Cars! An Inside Look at the 

Auto Theft Industry.14.00 

Get 'Em Out Alive: Hostage Negotiation Teams.10.00 

Never Say Lie: How to Beat the Machines. 
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COMBAT CRAFT- iiSST Sentry Snuffer 

Text & Photo by Chuck Fremont 


SILENT or suppressed weapons are 
generally regarded as special opera¬ 
tions hardware — exotic materiel for 
clandestine missions. 

That’s unfortunate since many com¬ 
bat situations call for quiet weapons. 
Even a mechanized infantry unit will 
employ light infantry in reconnaissance 
roles, and such lightly armed patrols 
have a legitimate need for “low noise 
signature” weapons. Vet few unit ar¬ 
mories contain suppressed weapons, 
and the only silent weapons most 
soldiers will ever carry are their fighting 
knives, bayonets, or their hands. 

But a knife doesn’t reach very far. 
An arrow, accurately launched by a 
skilled bowman, has a bit more range. 
During World War II, the 10th Mountain 
Division employed archers for sentry 
removal and other missions requiring 
quiet kills, and modern crossbow de¬ 
signs were investigated by the U.S. 
Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
under the code name "William Tell.” 
Since World War II, archery equipment 
has undergone considerable refine¬ 
ment. The most advanced example of 
this is the modern compound cross¬ 
bow. These weapons are worth con¬ 
sideration as quiet, flashless weapons. 

Modern hunting crossbows, with 
150-pound draw weights and arrow 
speeds roughly half again as quick as 

26 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Precision Shooting Equipment’s Crossfire 
is a top-quality hunting crossbow capable of 
silently shooting a broadhead-tipped 
aluminum arrow at 266 fps. Such a weapon 
has obvious applications to military 
situations such as sentry removal. 


standard compound hunting bows, are 
formidable weapons. The relatively flat 
trajectory and more natural pointing 
characteristics of the crossbow com¬ 
pared to a traditional hunting bow 
make it easier to shoot accurately. 
Low-power telescopic sights and even 
red-dot and laser optical sights can be 
used on modern crossbows. Night 
vision sights can also be mounted. But 
these are short range weapons, so 
such exotic aiming devices are of 
questionable need. 


Another advantage of the crossbow 
is its ability to hold the bowstring — or 
“cable,” as it is known on modern 
crossbows — in a full-draw position 
almost indefinitely. Though powerful 
crossbows require strength to draw, a 
sustained hold is no problem. This is 
an obvious advantage in a military 
situation, since the crossbowman 
needn’t risk alerting a sentry or enemy 
point man with the movement of the 
draw. The crossbow can also be fired 
from a prone position or from a con¬ 
fined space such as a “spider hole” 
— something you can’t do with a 
standard bow. 

I recently purchased a state-of-the- 
art modern crossbow to see just what it 

Continued on page 29 
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PSE CROSSFIRE SPECIFICATIONS 

Weapon type: Compound crossbow 
Draw weight: 150 pounds 

Arrow velocity (manufacturer’s specification): 266 feet per second 

Approximate kinetic energy: 78 foot pounds 

Overall length (front of stirrup to end of stock): 35 inches 

Overall width (across bow, limbs relaxed): 29 inches 

Overalf weight (with bow quiver): 9 pounds 1 ounce 

Bow quiver capacity: 8 arrows 

Arrow weight: 495 grains (1.1 ounces) 

Arrow length: 19 3/8 inches 
Finish: Gray on black leaf pattern 

Approximate retail cost (including quiver and 8 arrows): $450_ 
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Q Machined to fit-solid 
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Huger Mini-14 


Moat Accurate - Lockable 
(not suspension) aiming 

Maximum Visibility - Pulsating 
(not passive) 2" dot at 200 yards 

Most Reliable - Sealed/potted 
(not exposed) circuitry - Common batteries 

Best Design - Modular and upgradable 

Best Warranty - Lifetime 

Interchangeable Mounting Options - 
Only B-SQUARE allows movement 
from gun to gun 
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r ou can’t afford to be without this unique FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 
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If you are, you’ll profit from reading the IBA 

bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN B . 
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could do. This weapon, a Crossfire 
manufactured by Precision Shooting 
Equipment (PSE) of Tucson, Arizona, 
mounts a compound bow to an alumi¬ 
num alloy stock. The trigger is forward 
of the nock (anchor) point in a configu¬ 
ration similar to a “bullpup” rifle, 
though the safety is located at the nock 
point. This makes for a compact, well- 
balanced weapon. 

An eight-arrow quiver mounts to 
either side of the Crossfire’s stock — to 
suit right- or left-handed shooters — 
and hunting broadheads are shielded 
inside a molded hood. PSE’s gray- 
black leaf pattern camouflage is suita¬ 
ble for multiple environments. The 
Crossfire’s limbs are made of a fiber¬ 
glass-graphite fiber laminate of great 
strength, and the draw weight is 
roughly twice that of a typical modern 


MAJOR CROSSBOW 
MANUFACTURERS 

Barnett international Inc., Dept. 
SOF PO Box 934, Odessa, FL 33556; 
813-920-2241 

Bear Archery Inc., Dept. SOF, 4600 
SW 41st Bivd., Gainesville, FL 32601 
Horton Crossbow Mfg. Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 1325 Waterloo Rd., Suffield, OH 
44260; 216-628-9218 

Precision Shooting Equipment Inc., 
Dept. SOF, PO Box 5487, Tucson, AZ; 
602-884-9065 


compound hunting bow. 

It isn’t an absolutely silent weapon. 
Immediately after release, you will hear 
the distinctive sound of the cable and 
arrow whipping forward, and there is a 
loud “thunk” as the arrow strikes the 
target. But no recoil or other shock is 
transferred to the shooter. 

Shooting from a stable sitting posi¬ 
tion at 40 meters, it took six shots to 
adjust the sight pin to bring the arrows 
onto the center of the target. I was 
soon hitting in a 10-inch pattern around 
the bull’s-eye. Shooting prone — re¬ 
member, this is one of the big advan¬ 
tages crossbows have over even 
short-limbed hunting bows — resulted 
in bull’s-eye hits at 80 meters. A bipod 
would probably extend useful range 
beyond 100 meters. 

As with any compound bow, maxi¬ 
mum draw weight occurs at about the 
halfway point in the draw, and only 
about half of the draw weight is exerted 
by the cable at full draw. 

Sentry removal is probably the most 
likely mission for a crossbow. This 
means a first-shot kill, preferably 
through a central nervous system hit. A 
trained crossbowman shooting this 
weapon from a prone-supported posi¬ 
tion should get a certain kill at 40 
meters. Getting within 40 meters of a 
sentry may be tough, but it’s a lot 
easier than getting to knife ranged 


Glass carving is a dying art, and l am one of the 
few master glass etchers who carry on the trade. 

If this sounds like I’m proud of my work I am! 

I’m also proud of being a dog handler in Vietnam, 
where because of SCOUT (my friend and my dog) 
no patrol we led was ever bushwacked. So much 
for my background. What I'm offering, is ... 
a first class carving of your service logo, patch 
or map of where you served, on glass. 

Please don’t go by the picture you see here, as 
the true glass carving does not show up well in a 
photograph. 

What I’m offering for your hard earned fifty 
bucks is hand carved glass with anything you 
want on it. The size is 12‘x14‘ frame and matting 
included. 

For the picture quoted I'll put your unit patch 
logo, name, dates and distinctions you earned. 

Whatever you want! 

This is not hokey. 

It’s the real thing. 

FOR KIA’S, MIA’S & WIA’S 
The Price is $30.00 

This will be carved on the glass 

Larger sizes will be available for additional cost. Remember This: 
i’ll put whatever you want on glass, 

but please send a detailed picture or drawing with your order. If you want a 
map please indicate where you were so I can carve that in also. Personal 
checks are welcome subject to clearance. (What else is new?) 
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks delivery as each piece is custom cut. 

.00 (NOT $49.95) 

Please include $3.00 for UPS shipping. 

For Orders and Information call Toll-Free 1-800-274-ETCH 



J.D. Stephan 

BATTLE 

ART 


Custom Glass Carving 
170 Melrose Ave. 

East Lansdowne, PA 19050 




AHggbss foraUgjilL 


U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 (In NJ (609) 854-2424). FAX: (609) 858-8695 


The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 


For border observation, security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas¬ 
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 

The Steiner 15x80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army’s M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x80 is now available with 
optional laser filter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-l-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi¬ 
cation in the military optics business. 

For more information, contact Bert Fein, 
Director of Government Sales. 

CTIIUID The sharpest eyes 
OllllUn in the field. 
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Robert K. Brown's answer to 
recalcitrant staffers: “With or without 
the cord, son. Your choice." Photo: 
David Light 


Managing 
Editor John 
Coleman: 
Finally heard 
one “There I 
was, this ain't 
no shit" story 
too many. 
Photo: Erik 

Hyypia 


Editor Tom 
Sllzewskl: 
“A raise! 
After six 
years In this 
place, a 
raise I" 
Photo: Erik 
Hyypla 


by John Coleman 


SOF Staff 16 th 
Anniversary Jump 
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BUNGEE INFO ... 


Executive Editor John Krelger: In his 
own Inimitable style, decides to Jump 
from the ground up to the balloon. 
Photo: Erik Hyypla 

t was a tough call: Should the SOF 
staff motorcycle from Casablanca 
to Cape Town to celebrate our 16th 
Anniversary, or should we drive 15 
miles outside Boulder and bungee jump? 

Well... all factors being equal (kind of), 
the deciding vote was cast by our business 
office — “Africa?” “Motorcycles?” 
“You gotta be kiddin’!” — and bungee 
jump it was. 

At veeery-early-in-the-moming o’clock 
one fine June day, 13 intrepid SOF staffers 
threw caution and their bodies to the wind 

— and it was not a pretty sight. Subdued 
and pale, queasy rictus grins aplenty, staff 
went up in the balloon and came back 
down — arms flailing and legs whiplash¬ 
ing — at the end of a bungee cord. 

You don’t remember much about the 
jump except for the moment when mottled 
brown/green-hued earth rushes toward 
your face at an extremely high rate of 
knots (a real attention-getter), and you 
realize that all that stands between you and 
that earth is air and a big rubber band. 

Well, we’re now forming a politically 
correct, environmentally friendly. New 
Age Sensitive Group called “Friends of 
the Rubber Band” because — gosh darn it 

— it really works. (Too well sometimes: 
Our newest editor, Bob Glass, now has the 
name “Bungee Bob” because he let the 
cord get between his legs and when it 
snapped taut ... SPLANG! ... You can 
imagine the rest.) 

One question that’s popped up around 
this little adventure is why would a bunch 
of apparently normal people (us) get up at 
four in the morning, jump out of a hot air 
balloon and then bounce around beneath it 
like Tom Smothers’ yo-yo? Well, it makes 
a better anniversary issue staff photo for 
one, but mainly, it was simply something 
exciting we hadn’t done before. 

That’s what Soldier of Fortune Mag¬ 
azine and its readers — you — are all 
about. For 16 years we’ve “gone and 
done” — gone to places most people 
haven’t heard of, and done things most 
people wouldn’t dream of. And, as these 
photos show, we’re still at it. 

Crazy? A bit, but then that’s an asset 
around this placed 


Bungee jumping, if done under the watchful eye of a professional crew, is great 
sport and a (relatively) safe endeavor. We were lucky to hook up with Adrenalin 
Adventures here in Boulder, who got us up and down in one piece. 

I may not know much about the arts and practices of bungee’ing, but I can spot 
professional competence, and these folks have it. Adrenalin Adventures’ staff 
ran a well-rehearsed and safety-conscious operation, and it’s a pleasure to 
recommend their service. 

Since you’re all not going to trek here to Boulder to bungee, you will be 
pleased to know that Adrenalin Adventures offers international franchising. For more 
information, you can contact them at: Adrenalin Adventures, Dept. SOF, 831 1/2 19th 
St., Boulder, CO 80302; phone: (303) 440-6292. 

Photos by Erik Hyypia, Adventure Photography, 2264-C Spruce St, Boulder, CO 
80302. 


Circulation Director Lefty Wilson: "Yeah, It does klnda look like a cheap 

"When sales Jump, so do I." Photo: Erik coffin, doesn't It?" Photo: David Ught 
Hyypla 


SOF's "Bungee Bunch" 16th Anniversary Jump crowd: (top row, left to right) 
Dianne "you can't make me do Itl" McLeod, Tom "Ninja Road Warrior" Sllzewskl, 
Jeff "too bad nobody broke nothin' " Bergeon, Adam "I be bad" Bressem, John 
"what camera?" Coleman, Lefty "de plane, boss" Wilson, John "l*d rather be In 
Kawthoolel" Krelger, Earl "I don't know these guys" Homer; (bottom row, left to 
right) Krlssle "Evil Dead" Anderson, Sue "I can't believe I really did thatl" Max, 
Bungee Bob "OUCH" Glass, Deborah "that was neat, now what?" Homer, and 
Debbie "I'll Just shoot the video, OK?" Goforth, who Infiltrated from our 
distributor, Kable News. Photo: Sharon "If I take this photo I don't have to Jump, do 
I?" Windsor 
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Grand Prize I 

AN ACTION-PACKED TRIP FOR TWO 1 

TO THE SOF CONVENTION/EXPO 
IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 

MARCH 13 - 15, 1992, 

Have a fabulous adventure on us! Prize includes • Round-trip airfare for two to Orlando, Florida, from any¬ 
where in the continental U.S. • Four nights at the Orlando Marriott on International Drive • $500 in spending 
cash • Full admission to the SOF Convention/EXPO including Friday barbecue and Saturday banquet • Plus 
many more Convention/EXPO privileges. 


Third Prize 

WIN A LASER SIGHT 

FROM THE B-SQUARE CO. 

Win this BSL-1 Laser Sight, the world's easiest, most 
accurate system. Electronically advanced, the BSL-1 is 
35% smaller than its nearest competitor. Features in¬ 
clude T dot visibility at 200 yards. Choice of mounts for 
use on your favorite gun. Total retail value is $500. 


Second Prize 

WIN BOTH A RIFLE AND A PISTOL 
BY STURM, RUGER & CO. 

You'll enjoy these treasures! Win a Ruger M77 Mark II 
(Model KM77MKIIRP), stainless steel, .243 cal., all-weather 
sporting rifle with scope rings (scope not included). Plus, a 
Ruger 9 mm decocker pistol (Model KP85MKHDC), stainless 
steel. Total retail value is $980. 






























The SOF Sweepstakes 

Grab your own piece of the action. Sign up now for a full year of you-are- 
there reports on world and national situations, true adventures, weap¬ 
ons'analyses, and much more. All for only $19.91 in 1991! This 
is a huge 58% savings* off the newsstand price. Plus, you get a shot 
at winning three valuable prizes! Enter today! All entries must be post¬ 
marked by October 15, 1991. No purchase necessary. 


$19.91 in 1991 

The adventure journal for the '90s is celebrating 
16 great years and invites YOU to be a part of the 
action! Go for huge savings on SOF and a shot at 
three great prizes! 

How To Enter 

Fill out the entry card (or coupon) and send to SOF, PO 
Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9984 via U.S. mail with 
entry postmarked no later than October 15,1991. No 
entries will be accepted after this date. Winners will be 
selected by random drawing on November 15,1991, 
and will be notified by mail or telephone. No purchase 
necessary to enter. All prize winners must comply with 
Federal, State and local firearms regulations, where 
applicable. Judges’ decisions are final. Sweepstakes 
open to residents of the U.S. 18 years of age or older.* 
(‘Second prize winner must be at least 21 years of 
age.) Firearms winners must furnish SOF with a Fed¬ 
eral Firearms License before prize will be shipped. 
Prizes non-transferable. Odds of winning are depend¬ 
ent upon total number of entries. List of winners will be 
printed in a future issue of Soldier of Fortune.** 

' Savings based on annual magazine newsstand price of $47.70 

** Fora list of prize winners, send a SASE to '91 Sweeps Winners List, 
c/o SOF Magazine, PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


I-1 

YES SIR! SIGN ME UP! 

□ Enter my name, send me a 1-yr. sub. for $19.91. 

□ Enter my name, send me a 2-yr. sub. for $34.90. 

□ Enter my name in the sweepstakes only. 

□ New subscription □ Renewal 


□ Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA Exp. date 

Card #_ 


Signature 
NAME_ 


ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


STATE 


ZIP. 


DAY PHONE ( ) 


eve ( ) 


Payment must accompany order. Offer good in the U.S. and 
Possessions, including APO-FPO addresses, for a limited 
time only. Canada add $10.00 per year, (includes GST 
#R 128476249) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 

POSTMARK DEADLINE: October 15, 1991 
SWEEPSTAKES DRAWING: November 15, 1991 

COL BROWN’S IRONCLAD GUARANTEE 
If for any reason you're dissatisfied, cancel your sub¬ 
scription and we'll refund the unused balance. No 
questions asked, period. 


(SEE ATTACHED SWEEPSTAKES RULES) 
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SOF T&Es New 
ComlBloc 30mm 
Launcher and 
Grenade 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


M y first exposure to the 
M26A2 30mm grenade 
launcher came in Jan¬ 
uary 1990 when I exam¬ 
ined a small handbook 
published by the Far- 
bundo Marti Liberation 
Front (FMLN), titled Manuel de Jnstruc- 
cion para Commandos Urbanos 2 with the 
subtitle Aprendamos a combatir — Apren- 
damos el uso de las armas (Let’s learn to 
fight —Let’s learn the use of weapons). 

This booklet covers the specifications, 
employment and disassembly of the RPK 
squad automatic weapon, PKM general 
purpose machine gun (GPMG), RPG-7 


and RPG-18 rocket launchers and AKM 
rifle. It also has a seven-page section on 
the M26A2 with line drawings of the 
weapon both assembled and disassembled. 
At that time nothing else was known about 
this weapon. 

While prowling around the almacen 
(supply room) of the ERE (Equipo de 
Reaccion Especial) during SOF’s most 
recent excursion to El Salvador, I discov¬ 
ered an M26A2 and a crate of ammunition. 
This permitted SOF’s exclusive test and 
evaluation of what proved to be an 
interesting concept whose execution was 
badly flawed. 

In outward appearance, the M26A2 


ERE member prepares to fire captured 
M26A2 30mm grenade launcher. 

looks something like an M203 40mm 
grenade launcher to which has been added 
the buttstock of the CIS-40GL 40mm 
grenade launcher (manufactured by Char¬ 
tered Firearms Industries, Ltd. of Sin¬ 
gapore). The overall length is approxi¬ 
mately 31 1/8 inches. The weight, empty, 
is about 6.6 lbs. 

The two-piece receiver is made of 
black-anodized, mill-finished aluminum 
alloy castings and the two components 
have been mated together with two steel 
pins. A steel breech face, through which a 
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Right side view of M26A2 30mm grenade launcher with 
VOG-26 30x28mm high-low propulsion HE grenade developed 
for this shoulder-fired weapon. 


hole has been drilled to permit forward 
passage of the firing pin, has been press-fit 
into the receiver body. The trigger guard 
was fabricated from a steel sheet-metal 
pressing. All the trigger components were 
made of steel. There is a safety lever on the 
right side of the receiver above the trigger. 
Rotate it down and rearward to expose a 
red dot and to fire the launcher. 

Both sights are frame-mounted and 
quite crude. The front sight consists of an 
unprotected, non-adjustable, tapered, 
round post. The folding, non-adjustable 
rear sight has an open U-notch marked 
“150” (meters). 

How To Fire 

he two-piece, tubular steel buttock 
can be removed by depressing a 
crudely checkered, spring-loaded 
catch/release. A roughly finished buttplate 
has been welded to the end of the stock 
tube. A substantial black rubber recoil pad 
with five compression holes was attached 
to the buttplate by two machine screws 
turned into threaded bushings in the pad. A 
“D” ring for the rear end of a carry sling 
was attached to the top recoil-pad screw. 
Another “D” ring in a swivel stud was 
mounted to the front of the receiver body 
on the right side. 

Barrel length is about 11 3/8 inches. The 
bore of this steel barrel has 16 grooves 
with a right-hand twist of undetermined 
rate and in this regard it appears identical 


ber and brass propellant cup. 

to that of the Soviet AGS-17 30mm 
automatic grenade launcher. A grooved, 
tubular-shaped, wooden forearm was 
attached to the barrel with glue and 


separated from the barrel 
after the first four rounds 
were fired. Two bent flat 
springs attached to the 
rear end of the forearm 
engage the grenade case’s 
extractor grooves to hold 
it in place until the barrel 
assembly is locked into 
battery. 

The M26A2’s barrel 
slides forward for loading 
the 30mm high explosive 
(HE) grenade. Place the weapon on safe. 
Rotate the barrel locking lever (which also 
serves to cock the trigger mechanism) on 
the left side of the receiver past its rear 
spring-loaded stop button a full 180 
degrees to the fixed front stop pin. The 
locking lever is attached to a round steel 
pin with a single flat surface. When the 
lever is rotated forward, the pin’s flat 
surface faces down and the pin becomes 
disengaged from a half-circle notch on the 
barrel’s locking lug. This 
frees the barrel and 
forearm assembly so they 
can be moved forward 
enough to insert a round 
into the chamber — 
somewhat in the manner 
of the M203. Push .a 
round in the chamber 
until the bent clips on the 
forearm snap into the 
case’s extractor groove. 

Slide the barrel 
rearward until the base of 
the case contacts the 
breech face. Rotate the 
locking lever back 180 
degrees and below its 
stop button. Rotate the 
safety until the red dot is exposed. Place 
the buttstock firmly into your shoulder. 
Align the sights. Pull the trigger. Be 
prepared for some fairly serious recoil 
— close to that of a 10 gauge Magnum 
shotgun shell. 

After firing, rotate the 
locking lever 180 degrees 
forward once again. Slide the 
barrel assembly forward until 
the receiver mounted, spring- 
loaded extractor engages the 
case’s extractor groove. 
Continue sliding the barrel 
assembly forward until the 
empty case is completely 
withdrawn from the chamber 
and falls to the ground. 

Two Rounds To Breakdown 

After we fired two rounds 
at the San Marcos police 
range, the barrel assembly 
would no longer move 
rearward enough, after a new 
round was chambered, to engage the 
locking lever pin within the recess on the 
barrel’s locking lug. Upon inspection, I 
observed that a steel sleeve in the chamber 


had backed out about 1mm. Subsequently, 
after each shot was fired 1 had to beat this 
sleeve back into the chamber with a brass 
hammer in order to lock the launcher into 
battery. Since the barrel is made of steel, 
this is obviously not a pressure sleeve. 
Why is it there? 

t has been stated that the M26A2 was 
designed to fire the same 30x28mm 
VOG-17 automatic high explosive 
fragmentation grenade as the Soviet AGS- 
17 automatic grenade launcher. This is, of 
course, preposterous as this high-pressure 
round, which travels downrange about 600 
fps, would cause serious recoil damage to 
the operator if fired from a shoulder-held 
weapon. 

As reported here for the first time, the 
designers of the VOG-26 grenade have 
cleverly altered the VOG-17 envelope and 
turned this high-pressure round into a 
high-low propulsion system similar in 
principle to the 40mm round used in the 
U.S. M79/M203 series of shoulder-fired 


grenade launchers. 

Using the 30x28mm belted, brass- 
washed, steel case (which is actually 
28.2mm in length), they have removed 
enough of the interior at the base to 
accommodate a threaded, brass-washed, 
steel, high-pressure chamber about 20mm 
in exterior diameter. The top of this 
high-pressure chamber is slotted, 
presumably to accept a screwdriver for 
installation. There are 12 small port holes 
(2mm in diameter) around the 
circumference of the chamber on the side. 
A brass cup (about 0.3mm thick) fits into 
the chamber and contains the propellant 
charge (of unknown type and weight at this 
time). A large Boxer primer, 
approximately the size of a 12 gauge 
shotshell primer, protrudes about 5mm 
into the powder charge (almost into the 
center of the charge). 

MOA 

Method of operation is as follows: 
When the M26A2 firing pin strikes the 
primer, the resulting primer flash ignites 
the powder within the brass cup inside the 

Continued on page 93 




Background: VOG-26 30x28mm grenade — note copper 
driving band near base of grenade body and blue color code 
on fuze tip which distinguishes this grenade from VOG-17. 
Foreground: left to right — fired case with high-pressure 
chamber removed, unfired case with high-pressure cham- 



Left side view of field stripped M26A2 grenade launcher. Barrel 
stop must be removed to separate barrel assembly from 
receiver group. Note obliterated identification marks on receiver 
above trigger to disguise origin, which is most likely Cuba. 
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ILTTARY people, perhaps more than any other professional group, have 
a tendency to deface their equipment. It is something definite, 
an unwritten yet universal rule, that in all likelihood has deep connections 
with the other great unspoken law of military life — the one about trying 
to get away with as much as possible before someone notices what you’re 
up to. 

It may be because we military types are not allowed much leeway 
regarding which tie to wear to work. It might have something to do with not being able to 
get an M1A1 Abrams tank in candy apple red, or have a spoiler added to the Humvee. 

For the very sensible reason of increasing survivability, and therefore longevity, a great 
many of our service men and women have just spent the last year being intensely beige and 
brown — two truly boring colors that absolutely dominated everything and everyone 
around them. So rebellion comes as second nature, a logical reaction allowed by the 
system to some degree, and begins fairly close to the bone. 

At the innermost level there exist tattoos, indelible ink hashmarks that chronicle time 
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largely spent at love or war. Next foT the individual comes helmet and flak jacket doodling —names, calendars and clever sayings 
compete for space on these items. 

But it is when we reach the crew-served weapons, the tanks, armored personnel carriers and artillery pieces, that the group 
mindset begins to appear. With these, there are also bigger spaces to draw on. 

Standard marking for identification of larger weapons of war is a tactical requirement and all countries do it. For example, the 
arrowheads that appear in several of these photographs are part of a system used to mark what company a vehicle belongs to. It’s 
an Israeli idea we borrowed a few years ago. Americans, however, have taken unofficial artwork to new heights. And probably in 
a few new directions. Maybe it’s just because curb feelers and fuzzy dice aren’t always right for certain situations. 

In the Middle East, I had an opportunity to look at a good deal of equipment that we captured from the Iraqis. Aside from being 
second rate, I noticed a marked lack of personalization about their vehicles. Occasionally, there would be a photo of Saddam 
Hussein taped on something, but that was about it. Graffiti of any sort seemed to be nonexistent — just unit insignia, numbers and, 
in a few cases, instructions. Personally, I felt having to print instructions for use on things like artillery pieces was something one 
shouldn’t have to do in the first place. Also, a lot of Iraqi equipment carried shipping labels. 

Even the commercial hauling vehicles the Marines leased from local companies had a modicum of pizzazz to them. Covered with 
brightly colored geometric patterns, you tended to especially notice them when they were driven by a corporal named Denise or 
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ARMOR ART 



Jennifer. Larger vehicles in Saudi became quite fancied up, from verses of the Koran on the tailboard to frilly cloth 
drapes in the cab the driver brought with him from Manila. 


Some of the stenciled instructions I found in buses gave pause for thought (although no one obeys written 
instructions in the Magic Kingdom, anyway). But at least they got points for imagination. I found the captured 
Iraqi vehicles fairly dull, Americans, however, even managed to plaster their personalities on rented buses. 

Bumper stickers from favorite radio stations appeared in quite a wide variety, also showing up on the odd tank, 
truck and armored car, along with some other strange signs. Unit insignia (most of it unofficial) quickly appeared. 
One popular theme was the Afrika Korps palm tree with the swastika replaced by the Marine eagle, globe and 
anchor, 

I came across a Marine unit of amphibious tractors, LVTP~7s, or “tracks” as most people there called them. 
Walking among these 40-odd, 17-ton lightly armored troop carriers, I had to stop and wonder at the drawings 
painted on the sides of some of them. I hadn’t quite known what to expect when they first started turning up. In 
some ways it was surprising. 

revious conflicts the U.S. has participated in showed a tendency on the part of the man in the arena to want 
to give identity to the equipment he worked with. An aircraft was given a name, sometimes that of a loved 
one, and became, possibly, a talisman of sorts, a good luck charm. Ask George Bush about this one — he 
had three airplanes, all of which had “Barbara” written on them, And look where he is now; there must be some 
magic to it, as the planes he flew were considered easy meat for Japanese Zeros. 

I’ve included a photograph of a drawing on one truck with a woman’s name on it —it’s the one with the female 
riding on what looks like a large rat or wild pig on a missile. Readers can make of it what they will. 

As lucky charms go, though, characters from television and comics were the personaes in vogue. Calvin of 
Calvin and Hobbes was featured several times, as was Bart Simpson. (Calvin seemed to be only slightly more 
popular.) Spaceman Spiff edged out advice about not having a cow by a narrow margin. I was surprised to see E.T. 
and his ominous message show up on one truck. 

Women (as may be expected) were also a recurrent theme to be found on the sides of vehicles. While there 
seems to be a change in the sleepwear preferences, the curves are essentially the same as many a grandfather had 
painted on the nose of his B-17. The \hrgas girl seems to have had an attack of metallica, but is basically 
unchanged. 

Skulls, a traditionally crowd pleasing totem with some of the military minded, were also found in abundance. 
Camels in Saudi are the desert equivalent to possums in North Carolina, and parts of them lined the highways 
everywhere in the Kingdom, Their skulls, and those of goats, often turned up tied to the bumpers of trucks and on 
the glacis plates of tanks. I can’t fault the Marines here, really — camels do indeed have strange looking brain 
cases. 

The hand-drawn representatives, however, were always human, and a good deal of the time part of an altogether 
peculiar picture. I once worked in a bookstore close by the gates of Camp Lejeune. We couldn’t keep enough 
copies of the Satanic Bible in stock, and this memory gave me the odd twinge while looking at some of the artwork 
I found. Mind you, Dungeons and Dragons also sold extremely well. 
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T he thing to keep in mind though, is that the young men who ride in these armored buses are two generations removed 
from the men who flew over Europe and the Pacific. The Marines also ride, not fly, and are expected to fight in an 
environment radically different from the that of the airmen. Common sense tells the grunt that when the shooting starts, 
you are always safest in a well-dug hole in the ground. This is especially true in the desert, where tracks and tanks can, and 
were, seen and destroyed at ranges of more than a mile. 

So these drawings reflect not just the fantasies and longings of young men new to war, but a bit of their fear as well. It’s 
a simple thing to take comfort in a bold and terrible painted image you’re familiar with. So classify the more bizarre sketches 
as war paint, just camouflage of the fact that like everyone else over there, they were a little concerned at one time or another 
about what the future had in store for them. 


JJ, Anderson has spent time in the Rhodesian and South African security forces , as well as the U.S. Marines . He was called 
to active duty with the latter while working in Saudi Arabia as a civilian 
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IOLETA’S 


ISION 


O N 25 February 1990, Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro and her 
National Opposition Union 
soundly defeated Daniel 
Ortega’s Sandinista regime in Nicaragua’s 
presidential and legislative elections. Rep¬ 
resenting a coalition of 14 disparate politi¬ 
cal parties, known by its Spanish acronym, 
UNO, Mrs. Chamorro overcame an array 
of enormous obstacles to defeat the incum¬ 
bent Sandinistas. 

The Sandinistas couldn’t save them¬ 
selves from humiliating defeat even by 
resorting to flagrant improprieties such as 
using state resources for political prosely¬ 
tizing, limiting the opposition to token TV 
access, intimidating its supporters, harass¬ 
ing its campaign activities and hampering 
its means to raise campaign funds. More 
ominous yet, a former Sandinista, who 
worked as a secretary at the national 
electoral council, confirmed that “the 
Sandinistas wanted to rig the computers 
that counted the votes.” 

Protected by a secret ballot and more 
than 2,000 international observers, a solid 
majority of Nicaragua’s voters — nearly 
60% — rejected the Sandinistas and what 
they stand for. A decade of Ortega’s brand 
of repressive Marxist-Leninist social engi¬ 
neering had plunged the country into civil 
war and economic ruin. Thousands of 
political dissenters died violent deaths and 
the turmoil in Nicaragua sent countless 
others into exile. An annual hyperinflation 
rate of 36,000% coupled with gross mis¬ 
management left Nicaragua’s once-vibrant 
economy all but destroyed. 

The widow of popular newspaper pub¬ 
lisher Pedro Joaquin Chamorro (whose 
assassination in 1979 sparked the Sandin- 
ista-led revolution), Dona Violeta, as 
Chamorro is reverentially called, was later 
chosen to lead a coalition of parties against 


Picking 

Up 

the 

Pieces 

in 

Nicaragua 


Text & Photos by 
Steve Salisbury 



SOF Senior Foreign Correspondent Steve 
Salisbury with Nicaraguan President Dona 
Violeta Chamorro, 10 June 1991. Despite 
rumors of an assassination plot against 
Chamorro, Salisbury found security almost 
casual. Photo: Panilo Zacayo 


the Sandinista monolith. 

This led weak opposition parties rang¬ 
ing from Trotskyite Sandinista rivals to 
conservative businessmen to come to¬ 
gether in the common goal of defeating 
Daniel Ortega. Dona Violeta was chosen 
as the ideal person to unify their bickering 
forces and forge a strong alliance to free 
Nicaragua from its Sandinista strangle¬ 
hold. 

As she campaigned in her white dress, 
hobbling on crutches with a broken leg, the 
widow ChamorTo symbolized Nicaragua’s 
suffering, courage, and hopes for peace. In 
devastatingly sharp contrast to the Sandin¬ 
istas, Dona Violeta had proven her deep 
commitment to democracy. 

Adios, Traitors 

In the heady days of the revolution’s 
triumph, the popular Dona Violeta 
accepted the Sandinistas’ pluralistic 
gesture to join their fledgling ruling junta. 
She resigned from the junta in 1980 
ostensibly for health reasons, but really 
because the Sandinistas had broken their 
promises to establish democracy and were 
leading Nicaragua down the path of 
Stalinism with the help of Fidel Castro. “I 
left the junta because they (the 
Sandinistas) are traitors,” she was quoted 
as saying years later. 

This was Dona Violeta’s only 
experience in government before 
becoming president. Like Corazon Aquino 
in the Philippines, she spent most of her 
adult life as a housewife until her 
husband’s assassination thrust her into a 
leadership position in her country’s 
crusade for democracy and social justice. 
She accepted the challenge, first by 
supervising the family newspaper, and 
later by stepping into the political arena. 

While her resume was short on technical 
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Cynicism in the eyes of 3 
hardened recontra, along with 
FN-FAL battle rifle, illustrate 
deep wounds Dona Vidleta is 
attempting to heal. Both 
Sandimstas and contras have 
armed tbermetves with weapons 
cached at time of cease-fire. 
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experience. Dona Violeta demonstrated a 
quality that Nicaraguan voters yearned for: 
the gift of reconciliation. She has held her 
family together against all odds; two of her 
children are Sandinista militants and two 
are ardent anti-Sandinistas — one a former 
political director of the contras — yet they 
occasionally all dine together and leave 
politics aside. 

ona Violeta stresses now that her 
task is the total reconciliation of the 
whole ‘‘Nicaraguan family.” It is a 
Herculean mission, given the legacy of 
hate and polarization left by the 
Sandinistas and civil war. But even her 
critics concede that she has made great 
progress toward this goal. 

Since Dona Violeta was inaugurated 
president last year, the war has ended and 
the contras have demobilized and re¬ 
entered civilian life. Now there is 
unhampered freedom of speech and 
association, and the dreaded Sandinista 
Defense Committees (the “eyes and ears 
of the revolution” which controlled life in 
neighborhoods, hamlets and farms) and 
State Security (the 
Sandinista version of 
the KGB) have been 
disbanded. The Sand¬ 
inista armed forces 
and police have been 
substantially reduced 
and the draft has been 
terminated. Ration 
cards have disappear¬ 
ed, free markets have 
emerged, and the 
economy shows posi¬ 
tive signs of recovery. 

Still there are ser¬ 
ious problems, prin¬ 
cipally: the desperate 
state of the economy, 
the lack of justice, 
property disputes, and 
the Sandinistas who 
looted state and 
private property dur¬ 
ing the transition to 
the new government. 

There is also the 
Sandinista-inspired 
unrest, which has 
taken the form of 
strikes, demonstra¬ 
tions, and armed oc¬ 
cupations of govern¬ 
ment buildings and private radio stations. 

In The Wake Of Karl 

Offices of the political parties which 
comprise UNO have been bombed in an 
attempt to intimidate the government. 
Efforts are currently underway to 
depoliticize and professionalize a Marxist- 
indoctrinated military and police force, 
whose loyalty to the government has long 
been suspect, as well as to disarm a 
population already armed to the teeth. 

Government officials estimate that as 
many as 100,000 automatic rifles and other 


combat weapons are illegally in the hands 
of civilians. Crime is rampant. As of June, 
sporadic violence in the countryside over 
land disputes and “settling scores” has 
left 59 former contras and their 
sympathizers dead, according to former 
Resistance leaders. Sandinistas claim at 
least 50 of their supporters have been 
killed. Sandinista troops and police have 
been implicated in killing former contras, 
yet they have gone unpunished according 
to the dead men’s comrades. 

xpressing fear of Sandinista 
persecution, former contras have 
rearmed themselves with weapons 
from caches hidden at the end of the war. 
Depending on which estimates you choose 
to believe, as many as 1,100 are currently 
roaming rural areas in small groups, with 
no unified organization and little or no 
contact or coordination among the bands. 

Known as “recontras,” they claim that 
the Chamorro government’s efforts at 
reconciliation have gone to the extreme of 
“co-governlng” with the Sandinistas, 
particularly with General Humberto 


Ortega, Daniel Ortega’s brother, who 
remains chief of the Sandinista armed 
forces. Recontra sentiments are shared by 
a faction of UNO led by Vice President 
Virgilio Godoy, whose outspokenness has 
reportedly resulted in his exclusion from 
government policy making. 

They demand the firing of General 
Ortega and an end to Sandinista control of 
the police and armed forces (constitu¬ 
tionally guaranteed during the Sandinista 
regime and which the new government 
probably doesn’t yet have the votes to 
repeal). The recontras also insist on 


complete government fulfillment of 
accords where the contras demobilized on 
the condition of receiving land, economic 
and humanitarian assistance, represen¬ 
tation in government ministries, and 
guarantees for physical security. 

Recontras have threatened to go back to 
war against the Sandinistas if their 
demands aren’t met. Meanwhile, Daniel 
Ortega has warned of a “social explosion” 
if “revolutionary conquests,” such as 
Sandinista control of the armed forces are 
threatened by UNO-sponsored laws. It 
remains to be seen if Dona Violeta’s 
charismatic personality and formidable 
powers of reconciliation will be enough to 
bring peace to her long-suffering country. 

In an exclusive interview with Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, President Chamorro 
recently talked with me about reconcilia¬ 
tion, her government’s performance, and 
the problems it has been facing. 

I encountered no visible security, except 
for a couple of plainclothes agents posted 
at metal detectors, as I arrived for the 
interview. I was unescorted as I followed 
directions to her 
personal secretary’s 
office prior to the 
presidential dispatch 
(astonishing in light of 
some government offic¬ 
ials’ claim to have 
uncovered a plot by 
rightist extremists, 
including disgruntled 
former contras, to 
assassinate the pres¬ 
ident and some of her 
cabinet ministers). 

The Sandinistas 
cleaned out virtually 
everything from the 
president’s office just 
prior to Dona Violeta’s 
moving in. The office 
was modestly, though 
tastefully, decorated 
with framed photo¬ 
graphs of family, 
friends and dignitaries. 
There were also plaq¬ 
ues, mementos and the 
blue and white flag of 
Nicaragua. She sat 
behind a large, cluttered 
desk, her short silver 
and ivory hair elegantly 
matching her white blouse. 

Dona Violeta had just returned from 
medical treatment in the United States for 
her leg. Her voice was hoarse, her face pale 
and slightly drawn, but her enthusiastic 
and forceful answers displayed her 
resilient character. I found Dona Violeta to 
be a charming, affable woman, more 
comfortable talking about the broad 
picture of her yearning for peace than the 
nitty-gritty business of achieving it. 

She is confident of her role as 
peacemaker and exudes a passionate 
determination not to allow her country to 




ABOVE: A recontra 
stands protectively in 
front of Nicaraguan 
women and children. 
These former contras are 
reluctant to “come in 
from the cold" in light of 
their country’s 
continuing turmoil, and 
have again taken up 
arms against the 
Sandinistas. 


ABOVE: Former contras, 
now police, in Villa 
Sandino, Chontales 
Province. Of the 11,500 
National Police in 
Nicaragua, only about 
300 are former contras 
— the rest are 
Sandinistas. 


Daniel Ortega, former president of Nicaragua (in blue 
shirt), displays defiant fist to crowd of Sandinistas. 
After suffering a humiliating defeat at polls, Ortega 
and followers have done everything possible to 
sabotage Chamorro’s government. 
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slide back into war. She dismissed the 
explosive potential of all the obstacles that 
stand in the way of her vision of national 
reconciliation with such emotion as to 
imply that the sheer act of negating the 
danger would diffuse it. Her critics wonder 
if Dona Violeta truly comprehends the 
peril of Nicaragua’s serious problems. 

O ne thing is clear talking to Dona 
Violeta: she avoids getting bogged 
down in complicated details. She 
delegates the nuts and bolts of resolving 
thorny problems to an impressively bright 
cabinet of technocrats (many U.S.- 
educated) led by her son-in-law, Antonio 
Lacayo. While imbued with their boss’s 
mission, they are more pragmatic than 
idealistic. 

But Dona Violeta’s idealism guiding 
her government’s pragmatism has been the 
key to Nicaraguans experiencing life 
without war or dictator¬ 
ship for the first time in 
memory. Nicaragua’s 
compassionate and 
amiable matriarch has 
set a fine and peaceful 
example for the people 
of her country to 
follow. 

Here are excerpts 
from our 45-minute 
conversation: 

Salisbury: Senora 
pres/dente, how do you 
evaluate the situation in 
Nicaragua since you 
became president? 

What are the principal 
achievements of your 
government and its 
greatest problems? 

Chamorro: Well, in 
the first place, I eval¬ 
uate my government as 
a success. Here we 
were, living (under the 
Sandinista regime) a life of sadness, a life 
of rationing, in a frightening crisis of war. 
War is something tremendous. No one 
likes war. At the hour that I became 
president, my goal, my desire, my love, 
was to stop the war. 

What is better than to stop a war and put 
an end to the killing? And the war was 
stopped. And how was the war stopped? 
By talking, senor. It wasn’t stopped with a 
cannon, nor with a rifle, but by talking. 
Nicaragua doesn’t want war. Nicaragua 
wants reconciliation among the 
Nicaraguans. Stopping the war and living 
in a democracy — those are foremost of 
my accomplishments. 

Doing away with those sorry ration 
cards was important, as was reducing the 
size of the army. There were 86,000 men 
in uniform when I took office and now 
there are around 26,000. I don’t have the 
exact figure, but this is the truth. 

There have been great changes in 
Nicaragua, including amnesty and 
freedom of the press. There are strikes, but 


this too is part of democracy. Before, there 
were no such freedoms, neither in the time 
of Somoza nor in the time of Sand/nismo. 

I say this to you because I am 61 years 
old and I’ve lived through it. What’s of 
foremost importance to me is that any 
Nicaraguan may come and go freely, that 
he may feel happy without fear of 
persecution. And now Nicaragua is 
changing, like all the socialist countries. 
Everything is changing. Have you been in 
Nicaragua before? I imagine that you have 
seen a change. We go step by step, slow to 
make changes because the country was 
completely stalled in bankruptcy under the 
Sandinistas. For me, that was the worst 
— the war and the economic crisis. 

We are still in an economic crisis. But, 
thank God, there are friendly countries 
willing to help us. We just received a 
donation of $360 million. And that was 


achieved by talking, by knocking on the 
doors of our friends, by going to them and 
meeting with them. 

The money will be used to pay our debt 
to the banks. Thus, the banks will continue 
to lend us money. That will enable the 
people to be productive, to plant crops on 
their land. Now there are thousands of 
people who have land who didn’t have 
land before — people who have left the 
Sandinista army, as well as those of the 
Resistance. 

Salisbury: Yes, the change that has 
been made in Nicaragua is considerable, 
but still, as you have pointed out, there are 
serious problems. 

Chamorro: And how are there not 
going to be serious problems? There have 
to be. 

Salisbury: The Sandinistas form the 
ranks of the armed forces and dominate the 
national police. There is criticism that the 
Sandinistas still have the real power 
because they have the arms, and that the 
exercise of executive power largely 


depends on the approval of the chief of the 
high command of the Sandinista armed 
forces, General Humberto Ortega. 

Chamorro: No. 

Salisbury: What is the decision-making 
process of your government? 

Chamorro: The chief, uh, how do you 
call it? (“minister of defense,” an aid 
interjects). I’m the minister of defense as 
well as the president. Senor Humberto 
Ortega is there for the time that I see it 
convenient. We are here for a reconcilia¬ 
tion and not for a confrontation. We are 
working for democracy in Nicaragua, and 
that is a constructive thing. There is no 
business that the army or the Sandinistas 
command. I, along with my general 
government and assembly, my cabinet, are 
the ones who command. We are the ones 
who are lifting this country from the 
disgraceful state in which we received it. 

Salisbury: The 

demobilized contras 
say that you haven’t 
totally fulfilled the 
peace agreements 
(where they were to 
disarm and rejoin 
civilian society on the 
condition of receiving 
land, assistance and 
guarantees protecting 
them from Sandinista 
reprisals), especially in 
the sense that they feel 
fear for their physical 
safety. 

Chamorro: The 
accords haven’t been 
completely fulfilled 
because the former 
contras continue return¬ 
ing from former base 
camps in Honduras and 
Costa Rica. But it is 
important for them to 
immediately go and get 
help. There is an office that is called the 
Office of Repatriation where they can 
present themselves and help is given to 
them. Those who don’t present themselves 
are not helped because no one knows who 
or where they are. 

Salisbury: What is this question of 
recontras (former contras who have 
rearmed) expressing their fear of 
Sandinista persecution and their hopes that 
taking up arms again and threatening 
military action will pressure Dona 
Violeta’s government “to comply” with 
the agreements that led to the Resistance’s 
demobilization? 

Chamorro: Here there is not a question 
of recontras, my dear. I want to explain 
something to you. That is propaganda. 
They are called recontras, all because they 
carry a rifle. I wish I had the money so I 
could buy all of their arms and be finished 
with it. He (a former combatant from 
either side) who comes here, does so 

Continued on page 112 



Chamorro told SOF she would like to take all weapons cached by contras and destroy 
them. If contras such as these don’t get what they fought for, however, their weapons 
will be uncached. Photo: SOF file 


OCTOBER 91 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 43 




AIN ATOMY 

OF A POW/MIA 

SCAM 

by Chuck Fremont 



Photo: Gamma/Ualson Photo: Garmria/Ltafson Photo: Gamma/Llaiaon 


(L to R): Col. John L. Robertson, USAF; Lt. Larry Stevens, USN; MaJ. Albro L. Lundy, USAF. TOP: Photo allegedly taken of them 
somewhere In Indochina in 1990. SOF determined bogus photo probably originated In crude lab In Vietnam. 
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16 September 1966: Air Force 
Colonel John Robertson’s F-4 
Phantom is shot down over North 
Vietnam. Status: KIA. 



6 July 1971: Army Special 
Forces Captain Donald Carr is 
lost over Laos during a recon¬ 
naissance flight. Status: MIA. 



. 

Photo: DoD 



1 

24 December 1970: Major Albro 

Lundy, USAF, bails out of his January 1973: Operati 

on Home- 


14 February 1969: Navy Lieu¬ 
tenant Larry Stevens’ A-6 In¬ 
truder fails to return from mission 
over Laos. Status: MIA. 


damaged A1E Skyraider over 
Laos. Status: MIA; later changed 
to KIA by review panel. 


coming. North Vietnam releases 
591 American POWs. 


R 


obert K. Brown had seen it 
| before. A grainy photo of three 
middle-aged Caucasian men, 
smiling, well-fed, grouped 
k around a cryptic sign. Alleg¬ 
edly taken in Cambodia, the 
photo was said to show three 
American aviators, held cap¬ 
tive for more than 20 years. 

When the photo hit the na¬ 
tional press on a slow news day 
in July, Brown got on the horn 
to a long-time friend. “Mon¬ 
goose,” active in the con¬ 
tinuing fight for freedom in 
communist Southeast Asia, 
had first seen the photo, along 
with Brown, in October 1990. 

An American journalist work¬ 
ing in Thailand obtained it 
from a Cambodian “business¬ 
man” near Site 2, a refugee 
settlement in Thailand. The 
Cambodian claimed the POWs 
were being held near Phnom 
Penh. 

Mongoose thought the photo 
was bogus, but he passed it to 
appropriate contacts in the U.S. 
intelligence community. They 
confirmed his assessment and 
returned the photo. He filed it 
away. Mongoose later learned 
that the journalist also sent 
copies to the families of Major Albro 
Lundy and Colonel John Robertston, 

Air Force pilots lost in Indochina. 
Family members passed copies to 
William “Billy” Hendon and Jack 
Bailey, longtime POW/MIA activists. 

One of these men apparently passed 
the photo to Eugene “Red” Mc¬ 
Daniel, who released the photo to the 
press, claiming that the U.S. govern¬ 
ment was suppressing this “evi¬ 
dence” of live POWs. 

“This is just one more scam com¬ 
ing out of the cottage industry in 
phony POW reports in Southeast 
Asia,” Mongoose told Brown. 
“These hustlers figure if a live POW 


is worth $1 million U.S., a picture or letter, 
or even a rumor, should be worth at least a 
few bucks. 

“It’s no accident that Robertson and 
Stevenson were named as the POWs in the 



Indochina. Ho Chi Minh considered Laos, Kampuchea 
(Cambodia) and Vietnam one country: His. Secret U.S. 
operations in Laos and Cambodia, necessary to interdict supply 
lines known as Ho Chi Minh Trail, may have prevented full 
disclosure of fate of servicemen lost there. 



Photo: Gamma/Liaison 


Families of POW/MIAs have had false hopes raised 
too many times by bogus reports and photos. But the 
U.S. government owes these families a complete 
accounting of everything that is reliably known. 


photo,” Mongoose continued. “Thou¬ 
sands of leaflets offering a reward for 
POW information were floated into Laos 
by balloons from Thailand and given to 
Cambodians to launch into the Mekong in 
1989. 

“Robertson’s and Stevenson’s 
names were on those leaflets, 
along with computer-aged pho- 
tos.Robertson’s name was mis¬ 
spelled on the flier. Guess what? 
His name was misspelled identi¬ 
cally on a letter that he was 
supposed to have written from 
some forced-labor farm.” 

“What’s their official status?” 
Brown asked Mongoose. 

“Robertson was carried KIA/ 
BNR (body not recoverable). His 
back-seater punched out when 
they were hit, but Robertson 
never got out. His wingman fol¬ 
lowed him in, confirmed that the 
F-4 Phantom exploded on contact 
with Robertson still on board. 
Stevens went down in an A-6 
Intruder over Laos; he was car¬ 
ried MIA. No one ever came out 
of Laos; not one POW. The 
Pathet Lao have stonewalled us 
ever since the war. 

“And Lundy was lost in Laos 
too,” Mongoose added. “He was 
a ‘Sandy’; flew Skyraiders in 
support of ‘Pony Express,’ the Jolly 
Greens on search and rescue missions. 
They’d go in low and slow; orbit while 
the PJs (pararescuemen) went in on the 
pick-up. Lundy reported engine 
trouble and bailed out. The other four 
Sandys all saw the parachute open, but 
they said the harness was empty. They 
figured he’d unhooked the leg straps. 
Those guys would do crazy stuff in 
those big cockpits to get comfortable; 
they were up there four or five hours 
sometimes.” 

“But they never found his body?” 
Brown asked. 

“No. They sent in the PJs at the 
crash site; no trace. Never even picked 
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October 1990: SOF source in 
Thailand obtains photo of three 
Caucasians from Chinese man 
who claims men are POWs being 
held near Phnom Penh. Photo is 
determined to be bogus. 


Oct/Nov 1990: Second copy of 
photo is obtained by Eugene 
“Red” McDaniel. SOF sources 
name Jack Bailey as McDaniel's 
source. 


November 1990: Shelley Ro¬ 
bertson Quast, elder daughter of 
Colonel Robertson, flies to 
Phnom Penh. William “Billy” 
Hendon accompanies her. Quast 
believes one of the men in photo 
is her father. I 


November 1990: McDaniel 
shows “POW photo” to congress¬ 
men and senators. Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency dismisses 
photo as bogus. 


16 July 1991: McDaniel releases 
photo to national media. Ro¬ 
bertson, Lundy and Stevens are 
identified by family members as 
the men in the photo. Speculation 
focuses on mysterious sign. 


19 July: SOF source breaks 
“code” of sign, determines loca¬ 
tion referred to is in Vietnam; that 
men in photo are probably 
Soviets. 


IS DONALD CARR ALIVE? 



U nited States Army Special Forces Captain Donald 
G. “Butch” Carr has been missing since disappear¬ 
ing 15 miles inside Laos in 1971. Jack Bailey, a retired 
Air Force colonel and POW/MIA activist, has obtained 
color photos he said are of Carr, and were taken by “a 
close associate of a Laotian government official” in Laos 
in 1990. Bailey said he has the original negatives. 

Michael Charney, a forensic anthropologist widely 
respected for using skeletal remains and a process 
called photo-superimposition to verify or refute identities 
in difficult cases, said “there is no doubt in my mind” that 
the purported POW in the color photograph is of 
Capt. Carr. 

Comparing that photo with one of Carr at his wedding 
in 1961, when he was 23, Charney and Patrick A. 
Army Capt. Donatd Carr m i96i. pjtzhorn, an engineer who uses state-of-the-art comput¬ 
ers sponsored by the National Science Foundation, scanned and digitized both 
pictures. Accurate to within one-hundredth of an inch, the computer outlined pertinent 
landmarks on both faces — the young Carr in red and the older man in black — and 
superimposed one over the other. 

“I’ve been working with Dr. Charney for four years 
and l was shocked at how well these matched,” Fitzhom 
told SOF. The brow ridges, ear shapes, eye sockets, 
hairline contour, facial muscles and even the smile in 
both photos indicate the same man is in both photos, 

Charney said. 

Charney and Fitzhorn would not preclude the possi¬ 
bility that the purported photo is a highly sophisticated 
computerized composite, although they said that was 
“unlikely.” The next step in verifying the purported Carr 
photo would be examination of the original negatives by 
experts in computerized photographic forgery to au¬ 
thenticate them as genuine. Bailey said he would make 
the negatives available for further scrutiny, but ‘‘only in 
closed session.” Stay tuned. 

—J/m Pate 



Photo allegedly taken in Laos in 1990. 


up a distress signal. They carried him 
MIA, but the review board changed it to 
KIA later on, Stevens I don’t know about, 
but the bottom line on Lundy and Ro¬ 
bertson is they bought the farm.” 

“Well, if this latest photo is bogus, I 
want to blow it out of the sky,” Brown told 
Mongoose. “It’s just causing more an¬ 
guish for the families, and these bullshit 
reports discredit the legitimate investiga¬ 
tors; make anyone concerned with POW/ 
MLAs look like a nut. And that’s wrong.” 

Mongoose went to work on a detailed 
analysis of the photo. He talked to sources 
in the U.S. intelligence community, but 


they were of little help. In the end, it was 
his 10 years of on-the-ground experience 
in Southeast Asia and close contacts with 
the Vietnamese and Laotian expatriate 
community in the U.S. that told him who 
the men were and where the mysterious 
photo originated. He called Brown back 
the next day — Friday, 19 July 1991. 

Mongoose told Brown that the photo 
probably originated in communist Viet¬ 
nam. “This sign in the photograph locates 
it in Lam Dong province, near Da Lat in 
Vietnam’s Central Highlands. The Viet¬ 
namese write a date with a location 
preceding it; the £ LD’ in front of the date 


RKB ON PHOTO 


* * I regret having to dash the hopes 
I of the families of these service¬ 
men. But the people creating these 
hoaxes are vermin. They are sharp; 
I've been scammed by them, and I’m 
not emotionally involved, though I care 
deeply about the POW/MIA issue and 
feel there are unresolved questions. 

The Pentagon has not been forth-: 
right with all of the families. But just 
because Westerners are in Vietnam 
doesn’t prove there are still POWs 
over there. Europeans caught smug¬ 
gling drugs, for instance, may be 
misidentified as POWs. And you have 
the “stay-behinds,” Americans who for 
a variety of reasons ~~ loyalty to 
Vietnamese or Montagnard comrades; 
marriage to a Vietnamese woman; 
whatever — decided to stay in South¬ 
east Asia. Twenty-two stay-behinds 
have been reliably reported. 

The Pentagon did not go after 
POW/MIA information in a timely man¬ 
ner. They let the trail cool for 17 years. 
The “Stony Beach” team finally went 
over about three years ago. This was 
the first group authorized to pay infor¬ 
mants for information. The trail was 
very cold before the Pentagon got 
serious. 

it’s a complex, murky issue, and 
there are reports that are hard to 
discount. Unfortunately, these criminal 
hoaxes discredit the whole POW/MIA 
issue, both with the press and in 
Washington. But this particular photo 
is just another cruel scam.” 


stands for Lam Dong,” according to 
Mongoose. “The word ‘photo’ at the top 
of the sign is clearly written as two words 
— ‘PHO TO’ — this is a distinctly 
Vietnamese linguistic style,” he said. 

“What about the periods separating the 
date?” Brown asked. “I’ve never seen 
Americans write a date like that.” 

“Right. Now, the next line is ‘NNTK.’ 
‘TK’ stands for th/eu khu, Vietnamese for 
‘small unit,’ as in a military unit I believe 
the ‘NN’ stands for nhan nguia , which is 
the designation for a civil engineering- 
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20 July: SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown issues press 
release labeling photo as bogus. 

21 July: Story breaks in Colorado 
papers that SOF has labeled 
photo a phony. 


22 July: Associated Press car¬ 
ries story of Brown’s debunking of 
photo. Story breaks of another 
alleged POW photo, purportedly 
showing Navy flier Daniel Borah, 
shot down near Quang Tri in 72. 
Photo is apparently supplied by 
Jack Bailey’s organization. 


THE PLAYERS 


A myriad cast of characters has 
been involved in the quest for 
information on American POW/MIAs in 
Indochina. We can’t look at all of them, 
but here are glimpses at a few. 

Good Guys: The individual we 
refer to as “Mongoose” in the main 
story spent almost 10 years on the 
ground in Indochina. Now retired from 
government service, he continues to 
support indigenous freedom fighters. 
Mongoose is the most credible source 
on POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia that 
SOF is aware of. 

Zealots: Eugene “Red” McDaniel, 
a retired U.S. Navy captain, heads the 
American Defense Institute (ADI) in 
Alexandria, Virgina. McDaniel, a for¬ 
mer POW, has offered a million-dollar 
reward for the return of a live American 
POW. The Defense Intelligence 
Agency has accused ADI of raising 
money through “totally unfounded 
claims.” McDaniel believes in what he 
is doing, but his judgment has been 
questioned. 

Hucksters:Jack Bailey, a retired Air 
Force colonel, does not have a good 
reputation with POW/MIA families due 
to his fund-raising schemes. In fact, 
SOF received a solicitation from his 
group soon after the story broke on the 
alleged Robertson/Lundy/Stevens 
photo. In the early 1980s, Bailey ran a 
“boat people” rescue operation out of 
Thailand. His craft, the Akuna III , was 
deemed a hazard by Thai authorities. 
Robert K. Brown once sailed on it. “It 
was a floating disaster," he recalled. 

— C.F. 


type outfit, like our Navy Seabees. Next 
line is ‘KBC 19,’ which stand for Kha Buu 
Chinh 19. This is the Vietnamese equiva¬ 
lent to an APO or a military postal address. 
KBC 19, as I recall, was a Vietnamese 
address in Cam Ranh.’* 

Since 1975, Cam Ranh Bay has been a 
major base for Soviet Far East forces. The 
Da Lat/Lam Dong area is often visited by 
Soviet personnel assigned to Cam Ranh. 

Mongoose consulted with authorities on 
the Soviet Union regarding the clothing 



Photo: DoO 


23 July: Another “POW photo" 
surfaces, purportedly showing 
Army Captain Donald Carr. 
Source: Jack Bailey, via un¬ 
named Laotian contacts. This 
photo is closest match yet to 
actual photo of a missing serv¬ 
iceman. 


and general appearance of the men in the 
photo, “The man to the right, identified as 
possibly being Larry Stevens,” Mongoose 
said, “is wearing a Stalin style tunic. My 
Soviet expert identified this tunic, and 
specifically the points beneath the buttons 
on the breast pockets, as being distinctly 
Russian. The high collar and lack of 
epaulets are characteristic of a Cossack 
tunic, which was adopted as a Soviet field 
fatigue uniform. The other men wear 
darker clothing, possibly naval uniforms. 
One appears to have a hat under his hand. 
The haircuts, round faces and mustaches 
are consistent with Soviet or Eastern 
European appearance. And these individu¬ 
als just look too healthy to be prisoners. 
Most POWs lost hair, lost body mass, lost 
muscle mass. These guys are pretty 
chubby. 

“There are problems with the sign. 
There is a black box — or a blocked-out 
area — below it. On the left-hand side, it 
looks like there was airbrushing or block¬ 
ing done to the photograph below the sign. 
The sign looks like it was superimposed 
and then air brushed to make it look like 
part of the photograph. 

“My conclusion is that the men are 
Soviets, possibly in an extremely old 
picture that was reworked in an unso¬ 
phisticated Vietnamese lab. The Viet¬ 
namese added the sign that appears on the 
photograph to date it for use as a POW 
scam, based on the flier that was floated all 
over from Laos,” Mongoose told Brown. 
“The sign, in fact, is probably nothing 
more than an identification note conven¬ 
iently taken from the back of another 
photograph in the lab that created the 
forgery.” 

SOF back issues on POW/MlAs: June 
’81 (World War II, Korea, Vietnam); 
Spring '83 (POW/MIA Special); Nov. ’84 
(firsthand POW story); Jan. ’82 & Aug. 
’85 (Liberty City); July ’86 (Army cover- 
up); May ’91 (Korea); Aug. ’91 (POW 
chief resigns). Limited availability. 

Chuck Fremont is an Army Special Forces 
Reserve NCO.^ 


25 July: U.S. Dept, of Defense 
links Robinson/Lundy/Stevens 
photo to known counterfeiters of 
POW reports; states that informa¬ 
tion accompanying photo is 
bogus. U.S. Senate holds hear¬ 
ing to form select committee on 
POW/MIAs. 
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LIBERTY CITY 



Robert K, Brown with anti¬ 
communist guerrillas near his 
Laotian outpost in 1981. “Liberty 
City" was forward base for 
possible POW extraction. Photo: 
SOF file 

F or five months in 1981, Robert K. 

Brown funded a private “A” Team 
camp in northwestern Laos. “Liberty 
City” was a forward base for a possible 
POW extraction. Brown spent roughly 
$250,000 building the camp and arm¬ 
ing its garrison. 

Liberty City began with a visit by 
H’mong General \&ng Pao to Boulder, 
Colorado, in early 1981. In return for 
assistance on bringing the “yellow 
rain” issue to world attention and 
arming a battalion of his men, the 
general promised to turn over remains 
of American Ml As to Brown. 

Brown dispatched a team to Thai¬ 
land. Debriefings of H’mong and Lao 
sources yielded evidence of American 
POWs in Laos, and the decision was 
made to go in* Indications were that 
the POWs’ freedom could be pur¬ 
chased from a Lao warlord. 

No POWs were recovered during 
the Liberty City operation, but Brown 
learned a lot about POW/MIA scams. 
N&riations of the Lao warlord story 
have continued to come out of Indo¬ 
china. Laos has been the focus of 
much attention, since the Pathet Lao 
never released a single American 
POW. Secret operations were the 
norm in Laos, so tracking the fate of 
servicemen missing there is difficult. 
But SOF tried. —C.F. 
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MOUNTAIN 

EXODUS 

A Step Ahead of Death in Kurdistan 

Text & Photos by Patrick O’Donnell 


F ROM the beginning it had seemed like a crazy idea; that was OK, crazy things had worked out 
before. But at the river’s edge at midnight, with quicksand and Turkish army searchlights and 60 
meters of very fast, deep water to get across, it was clear even to us that this thing could go beyond 
crazy. Whether by getting shot or drowning or being sucked irretrievably into the gray-brown ooze, 
there was a very serious downside to this situation. 

My associate (hereafter identified as “K”) and I had made up our minds to try to get into Iraqi Kurdistan two 
weeks earlier, over lunch in Washington, D.G, but we’d figured at that point that the worst that could happen 
to us would be a couple of days in a Turkish jail if we didn’t make it. Now, suddenly, we had vivid images of 
our bullet-riddled bodies washing up on the banks of the Tigris River somewhere north of Baghdad. 

K had been in-country a week ahead of me and sent word that he’d made some sort of contact. I’d fallen in 
with six British ex-paratroopers who were also trying to get into Iraq. They claimed they were delivering 
medical supplies from Mother Theresa and had T-shirts with her picture on them to prove it. I knew one of them 
from Peshawar, Pakistan, where he and his buddy had been thrown out of the American Club bar for spitting 
on some Samoan Kiwi Special Forces guys about four times their size. At the time, he’d been doing video 
camera work in Afghanistan for one of the networks. The Mother Theresa story sounded perfectly reasonable 
to me. 

On the afternoon of 28 March, we arrived in the Turkish town of Cisre, about 20km from the border, and 
checked into what looked like the best hotel. More accurately, the police checked us in. They were stopping 
anyone who looked like a potential border runner/journalist. I figured by this time K was either inside Iraq with 
the Kurds, held someplace this side of the border by the Turks or somewhere entirely different. The last time 
we’d talked, he’d been in the city of Diyarbakir, about 160km to the northwest, and had said something about 
enormous obstacles and a fallback plan involving Yugoslavia. 

Just in case, I asked the man at the hotel desk if any other Americans had been through town recently. “Just 
one,” he said. I asked him if he knew where I might find the guy. The desk man pointed to the ceiling and said, 
“Room 215.” I asked Mother Theresa’s commandos to excuse me a moment and headed upstairs. I found 215 
and knocked. A wild-eyed individual answered the door. It was K. 

“I knew you’d be here,” he said. “Everybody trying to get across the border ends up here, but you almost 
missed it. We’re leaving now.” I noticed he held a full backpack in one hand. “Let me just go downstairs and 
get my passport,” I said, K shook his head from side to side. “Sorry, gotta go now.” “I’m just gonna get my 
damn passport!” I repeated. More head shaking from K. “Gotta go NOW! We’re already two minutes behind 

schedule!” 

Over his shoulder I could see two 
other very stressed people, also grip¬ 
ping backpacks and camera bags. As it 
turned out, the three of them (the other 
two were journalists — a Turkish 
reporter and a French video camera¬ 
man) had been holed up in that room for 
four days, hiding from the police and 
waiting for the Kurds to set up the 
border crossing. My happening along at 
that moment was just one of those 


Kurdish refugees fled in anything 
that would drive as they retreated just 
ahead of Iraqi army. 




48 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


OCTOBER 








TURKEY 


Tigris 

River 


• Zakhu 


Dahuk 


Mosul 


IRAN 


• Kirkuk 


SYRIA 


Euphrates 

River 


£aghda< 


MODERN KURDISH HISTORY 

Kurdistan has no official borders; the Kurds live in mountainous parts of Iraq, Turkey, Syria, 
Iran and the Soviet Union. Population estimates vary from 14 to 28 million people spread over 
this wide area. Most Kurds are Sunni Moslems and farmers. Over the years, many Kurds 
have died trying to secure a homeland. 

A QOrt After World War I, colonial powers in the Treaty of Sevres pledge to 
I establish a unified, independent Kurdish homeland, but the treaty is 

never validated. 

A QOC Kurds rise up against the Turkish government, but their insurrection 
I 7faVis quickly put down. 

A Q^lfi Soviets back Kurds * n f° rmin 9 °f a republic in Iran called Mahabad, 
■ J/HUbut when Soviets pull out, the republic is quickly overthrown by 
Iranians. 


A flCH Organized resistance begins against Iraqi authority, led by Mustafa 
I w W I Barzani, father of current Kurd leader Massoud BarzanL 


A C Kurds fight against Iraqis with support of Shah of Iran. 

I f ■#" f w Saddam Hussein makes a deal with the Shah and Iran 
abandons the Kurds in exchange for access to the Persian Gulf. 


A QOO Saddam Hussein punishes Kurds for support of Iran during Iran-lraq 
I wOOwar by destroying thousands of villages and using poison gas 
against villagers. As many as 5,000 villagers are left dead. 


A QQ1 Taking advantage of Hussein’s defeat by Coalition forces in 
I vJJ' I Operation Desert Storm, Kurds liberate major northern cities. But by 
March Iraqi army has crushed rebellion and hundreds of thousands of Kurds flee 
Saddam Hussein’s vengeance, crossing borders into Iran and Turkey or taking 
refuge in the mountains. 



TURKEY 


KURD POPULATION 
BY COUNTRY 


24 % 



18 % 



IRAQ IRAN SYRIA USSR 


Author’s route took him from Cisre in 
southeastern Turkey, across border and 
south toward Kirkuk, then back as Iraqi 
military retook Kurdish territory. Shaded 
area shows general area of Kurdistan. 

things. 

We hurried out the back door to avoid 
the police who’d escorted the Brits and me 
to the hotel. Behind the hotel, a Renault 
sedan was waiting with the engine run¬ 
ning. We got in, laid down on the seats, 
and the driver took off. 

We drove nearly an hour that way, 
switching back and forth from paved roads 
to dirt tracks, stopping once to change cars. 
It felt like the driver was doing 90 miles 
per on the road and a moderate 70 on 
the dirt. 

Twenty minutes after dark, the car 
stopped at the end of a mud track. Two 
Kurdish guerrillas were waiting for us, 
armed with Kalashnikovs. We got our gear 
out of the car and started walking/running 
up the first of many hillsides. The hike 
lasted four hours. Pascal, the French 
cameraman, had done some Afghan time 
himself, and he and I exchanged reminis¬ 
cences of stumbling across the Hindu 
Kush by night. 

Sometime after 2300 hours we came to 
a ridge looking down on a fairly wide 
river, a tributary of the Tigris. The far bank 
was Iraq. There was a substantial looking 
Tbrkish army encampment a little ways 
upstream, surrounded by guard towers 
with lights. The Peshmerga, as the Kurdish 
fighters are called, gestured for us to 
crouch down. 

Hot Little Guerrilla War 

I n southeastern Turkey, the army has 
for some years been engaged in an 
anti-insurgency campaign against 
Turkish Kurdish guerrillas, who have the 
sympathy of a large part of the area’s 
predominantly Kurdish population. The 
Turkish government, which euphemistic¬ 
ally refers to the Kurds as “Mountain 
Turks,” has taken steps (which include 
outlawing the use of the Kurdish language) 
to suppress the Kurds, and has gotten for 
its trouble a hot little guerrilla war. As well 
as popular sympathy, the Turkish Kurdish 
rebels have automatic weapons, Soviet- 
made RPGs and a hefty stock of high 
explosives, all of which they use against 
army outposts like the one that lay 
before us. 

Here we were, skulking around an array 
post’s perimeter in the darkness, a bit too 
far away for them to read our press 
credentials, but well within rifle range. I 
crouched as low as I possibly could. 

Using bushes and rocks for cover, we 
made our way down toward the water. The 
closer we got to the river, the soggier the 
terrain became until Finally, we were half 
walking, half crawling through about a 
foot of mud. I was behind K, trying hard to 
keep my camera bag out of the muck, 
when half of him suddenly disappeared. 
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He’d stepped into something other than the 
usual mud. In a second he was in it up to 
his waist and sinking deeper. Almost 
immediately, a Peshmerga extended a 
treebranch to him. It crossed my mind I 
may want to go back to the hotel. 

Along the way, we’d gotten the 
impression that we’d cross the river on 
some kind of boat. I asked Vedat, the 
Turkish reporter who was our only means 
of communicating with the Peshmerga, 
where the boat was. He translated my 
question and listened to the answer. 
“There is no boat,” he said. “Then how 
the hell do we get across the river?” I 
asked. More translations. “There is a kind 
of raft.” Boat, raft, OK. “So where is this 
‘kind of raft?” Translations again. One of 
the Peshmerga reached in his pack and 
produced a folded innertube from a truck 
tire. I looked at the river. It was about 60 
meters wide and flowed like it was coming 
out of a giant fire hose. 

e sat in the mud 
taking turns 
blowing air into 
the innertube. Then the 
Peshmerga tied treebranches 
across the top of it and we 
secured the cameras and 
rifles to it. Next, we stripped 
off and tied our clothes on top 
of the cameras. We all took 
our places on the raft and 
waded in, shivering badly 
(late March in the mountains 
is still pretty cold). When the 
water got shoulder-high we 
started kicking, still holding 
onto the raft, but right away 
the current caught us and we 
were off, moving down¬ 
stream too fast to feel good 
about. 

I thought we were losing 
control of the raft and said so. No one 
disagreed. Even if we didn’t drown, we 
faced the risk of winding up cameraless 
and stark naked in Iraq. We all kept 
kicking and stroking frantically. One of the 
Peshmerga was repeating “Jnshallah, 
Jnsha/lah” (God willing, God willing). 
Finally, I felt the river bed beneath my 
feet. We’d made it. We were in Iraq. 

We dragged the raft out of the river, 
unloaded our gear and dressed. 
Remarkably, all the cameras were OK. 
Back on the other side, the lights of the 
Turkish army post still probed the 
darkness, but that was no longer our 
concern. We were out of their jurisdiction, 
so to speak. As would soon become clear, 
however, we were now in Saddam’s. 

Early the next morning we arrived in the 
city of Zakhu, just a few kilometers south 
of the border. Two weeks earlier, the 
Kurdish rebels, led by Massoud Barzani 
and Jalal Talabani, had taken control of 
northern Iraq with stunning swiftness. The 
takeover had been accomplished with 
barely a shot fired. Of the five Iraqi 
divisions stationed in the north (three 


others had been redeployed to the south to 
put down the Shi’ite revolt), only two had 
mounted even token resistance before 
surrendering. The other three had all been 
compromised in clandestine negotiations 
with the Kurds and had just waited for the 
signal to turn over their weapons. 

After all, Saddam’s forces had taken an 
unbelievable pounding during Desert 
Storm, and Coalition forces were 
occupying territory in the south, 
unopposed. It seemed only reasonable to 
assume Saddam was on the way out. But 
Saddam’s apparent weakness, and the ease 
with which the Kurds had gained the upper 
hand were, as it would shortly become 
clear, fatally deceptive. 

“Saddam Finished!” 

When we entered Zakhu, the city was in 
a state of jubilation. It was like the scene in 
The Wizard of Oz when all the munch kins 
are running around singing that the wicked 


witch is dead (unfortunately, in this case, 
the wicked witch was busy reassembling a 
couple of armored divisions supported by 
gunships). There were Peshmerga and 
civilians alike firing “joy bullets” into the 
air from their Kalashnikovs, wasting 
thousands of rounds. “Saddam finished!” 
everyone was saying. 

Somehow, word had arrived from the 
south that there’d been heavy fighting at 
the city of Kirkuk and that the Iraqi army 
and Republican Guard had been routed. 
Looking back, I think this incredibly 
overoptimistic view of things in the 
Kurdish areas had a lot to do with the utter 
panic that seized everyone when the army 
eventually did come north. It was like 
emptying your weapon into your worst 
enemy, watching him fall and lie still, and 
then, get up and come right back at you. 
Things like that really shake people up. 

he next morning, 30 March, my 
three companions and I loaded 
into a commandeered van with 
about 10 other newsmen, and headed for 
Dahuk, the provincial capital of the 
northernmost province of Iraq. We’d been 


assured that the city was securely in 
Kurdish Resistance control, and would be 
only a stopover before continuing south to 
the real front. 

On the road from Zakhu to Dahuk, we 
got a good look at what six months of 
sanctions and 37 days of bombing can do 
to a country’s transportation system. In the 
50km between the cities we saw maybe 
half a dozen vehicles; some of them were 
things such as farm tractors and backhoes 
now being used to carry people. Our own 
transport stopped twice to repair well 
worn-tires that had gone flat. Additionally, 
road surfaces were cratered and bridges 
were gone. 

e arrived in Dahuk about noon. 
The normal population of the 
city was about a quarter of a 
million. That day there were about 500 
civilians in the whole place. Our 
Peshmerga suggested we stop here for 
lunch. As an extra, added attraction, Jalal 
Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
also was in Dahuk and would 
give a speech. 

Altogether there were about 
25 foreign press people in 
Dahuk that day. Among them 
were a three-person BBC 
crew: Nick Dellacasa, his wife 
Roseanne and her brother 
Charles Maxwell. They stood 
out later in the memories of 
other journalists mainly 
because of Roseanne — 
attractive blonde women 
weren’t a common sight in 
Kurdistan. 

Deadly War For Journalists 

That afternoon was the last 
time any of their colleagues 
would see them alive. Their 
badly decomposed bodies were found in 
the mountains along the Turkish border 
two months later. Kurdish sources claimed 
they were killed by the Turkish military 
because they’d filmed the Turks Firing on 
refugees. It was just about this time that 
Gad Gross, a young German freelance 
photographer, was being executed in 
Kirkuk, the city further south whose 
“liberation” had been celebrated in Zakhu 
the night before. 

When others had pulled out in the path 
of the advancing Iraqi army, Gross and two 
companions opted to stick it out and cover 
the action. His friends were taken prisoner 
and released a few weeks later, but Gross, 
the first one taken, got a bullet from an 
Iraqi noncnm who presumably didn’t like 
foreign press. Gad Gross was 23. 

After lunch, Talabani took his place at 
the head of a set of stairs in an abandoned 
government building. His audience were 
about 500 Peshmerga and the foreign 
journalists who’d just been his guests for 
lunch. The thrust of his talk was mainly 
that his forces had captured all of northern 
Iraq and were now preparing to march on 




Kurdish Resistance leader Jalal Talabani denied that Iraqi army 
was coming to retake his town, even as shells exploded nearby. 
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Baghdad. As he spoke, the first artillery 
rounds fell on the southern suburbs of 
the city. 

Talabani ignored the incoming but 
addressed the question of the population’s 
conspicuous absence with the explanation 
that Iragi agents had gone from door to 
door through the city the day before 
spreading false rumors that the army was 
coming and would use chemical weapons. 
The agents had been apprehended and as 
soon as the people realized it was all a 
hoax they’d be back. But, as Talabani kept 
talking, the shells kept falling, providing a 
very articulate denial of his claim that all 
was well. Of course, the army was coming; 
they’d have the city in a little more than 24 
hours. 

fter Talabani’s performance, we 
got back in the van and headed 
south again, hoping we could get to 
Kirkuk and take a look for ourselves at the 
Kurdish victory. We slept at a place that 
night called Sheik Adey, about 30km 
south of Dahuk. We all hoped that by the 
next sundown we’d be at the front, which 
we assumed would be somewhere in the 
area of Kirkuk. As it turned out, we got our 
wish, but not in the place we expected to 


Truck carrying 82 prisoners did a victory 
lap before depositing passengers at local 
prison. 

find it. 

The next morning our driver announced 
he’d go no further. We tried arguments and 
bribes, but nothing would change his 
mind. As we sat there on the road arguing 
with him, we noticed that the tide of traffic 
had suddenly reversed. We stopped one of 
the troop transports and asked if there was 
room for some journalists headed for 
Kirkuk. “No” we were told, but if we 
wanted to go north to Dahuk we should 
hop in. “But why go back up to Dahuk 
when the fighting is down in Kirkuk?” we 
asked. 

And then it hit us. Somehow, since the 
afternoon a day before, Saddam’s forces 
had outflanked the Kurds and were 
attacking Dahuk. Kirkuk was a lost cause, 
once again behind the government’s lines. 
Come to think of it, if we didn’t get that 
van turned around we’d be behind enemy 
lines too. We piled in and headed north. 

It seemed logical (and was in fact true) 
that if the Iraqis had advanced so quickly, 
then they must have been in control of the 




wide, well-paved highway running north 
from Mosul to Dahuk. The same road then 
continued to Zakhu. Judging from the 
fairly flimsy defensive presence we’d seen 
in Dahuk, it was also quite possible that 
they’d roll right through there and keep 
going all the way to Zakhu. This presented 
two problems for us. 
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Iraqi secret police captured by Kurds on 
their way to pay ultimate price for Saddam 
Hussein’s atrocities. 


The first was where to go to find 
whatever action was going to take place 
before it was over. The second was how to 
get out again. We decided to swing east 


and then north on secondary roads that 
would bring us to another highway, one 
approaching Dahuk from the northeast. 
That way, if the Kurds couldn’t hold, we 
could get out of the way of the Iraqi 
advance and make for the Turkish border 
in the far northeastern corner of Iraq. If we 
couldn’t make that, well, there was 
always Iran. 

It was now 31 March, Easter Sunday, 
about half an hour before sunset. I 
remember that because I was concerned I 
would lose light as we got into combat, 
and wouldn’t be able to shoot pictures. 
There’s nothing so pointless as a 
photographer going into battle with no 
light, except maybe doing it with no film. 
I had plenty of film. 

Wicked Witch Isn’t Dead 

P eople we’d met on their way to the 
city were telling us it was all over, 
that the Iraqis had complete control 
of Dahuk, and were coming up the road 
after them. The van stopped on a stretch of 
road in a gorge, about 200 yards before a 
blind curve. We were just on the outskirts 
of the city, so we decided to wait a minute 
and just check things out. Half of us were 



Kurdish Resistance fighter: Kurds fought 
valiantly, but with no radios or armor, they 
were hardly a match for Iraqi tanks. 


saying the hell with it, let’s drive on down, 
while the other half, including K and I, 
advocated a little recon on foot. That blind 
curve looked real ambushy, and some of us 
had someone somewhere to go home to. 

Finally, a lone man came walking 
around the bend. He had a Kalashnikov 
over his shoulder. When he got to where 
we were he unlocked the magazine and 
showed it to us. It was empty. “1 used all 
my bullets. Only then did I leave.” The 
man said there was an Iraqi position about 
400 meters on the other side of the curve. 
This was the end of the line for motorized 
transport. We got out with our gear and 
thanked the driver, wishing him luck in 


finding his wife and kids. 

About 20 Peshmerga had been watching 
us from the hills on either side of the 
gorge, and they now came down to the 
roadway. They confirmed the Iraqi 
position and said they were expecting 
friends who’d help them make an assault. 
We waited some more. All the 
photographers could feel the light fading 
with their eyes closed. Finally, two trucks 
came rolling down the road from the north. 
About 70 Peshmerga poured out, greeted 
the others and started folkdancing for 
Chrissakes, 

At last, we formed up into squads and 
started down the road, climbing alongside 
the gorge. “Who is in command?” I asked 
the guerrilla nearest me. “No one is in 
command,” he said, with a “what 
difference does it make?” sort of 
expression. Personally, I just like to know 
those things. Just about where the road 
turned, we picked up a little rifle fire. 
Everybody got respectfully lower to the 
ground but kept advancing, when whoosh, 
an RPG round came up between the two 
main Peshmerga, exploding on the 
roadway. If we’d been in the van, we’d 
have had that one up our butts for sure. As 
a founding member of the foot recon party, 
I felt thoroughly vindicated. 

The Peshmerga, falling behind available 
cover, laid down fire on the rocket position 
with Kalashnikovs and PKs (squad 
automatic weapons). We were getting a lot 
back from the other side, but we kept 
gaining ground until we’d cleared the bend 
and were headed onto an open section of 
road, still curvy but with more visibility, 
fter a particularly heavy episode of 
enemy fire that had us flat down in 
the grass, I asked the Peshmerga 
closest to me just where the others were. It 
was dark now, and he looked at the tracers 
to the right and then the left, then back to 
me. He had no idea. In fact we were taking 
some fire from our own side. Rounds 
coming from behind were hitting the dirt a 
foot or two from where we lay. 

When we reached the first Iraqi position 
we found four corpses and a lot of spent 
shells. By that time, about an hour into the 
fighting, the firing from both sides was 
winding down. The Iraqis apparently 
hadn’t expected such a determined push 
from 100 guerrillas, and had pulled back to 
the next blind curve. We formed up again 
behind a concrete blockhouse at the side of 
the road. We’d suffered no casualties but 
had expended a lot of ammunition. The 
Peshmerga freely admitted they had no 
idea of the strength of the force into which 
they were advancing. After all, the enemy 
retreat could have been a feint to draw us 
into an ambush at the next turn. It seemed 
like a good time to sort these things out. 

I laid down on the ground and tried to 
get a little sleep. The next thing I knew it 
was midnight and K was nudging me in the 
ribs. “Moving out,” he said. While I’d 

Continued on page 97 
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GUERRILLAS 

Karens Battle Burmese 
on Morpokay Front Lines 

Text & Photos by Peter Boczar 



c 

M areful, they have a sniper,” a 
voice shouts as I clamber up the 
wooden ladder from a muddy 
trench into a timbered bunker above. 

I am with guerrillas of the Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA), faced- 
off with troops of the Socialist Republic of 
the Union of Burma. Our positions are 
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separated by only about 50 
meters. 

I share the bunker with two 
soldiers, each appearing to be no 
older than 12. They are in open 
shirts, short pants and rubber 
flip-flops. Massive tattoos, de¬ 
signed to ward off sickness, bul¬ 
lets and evil spirits, decorate their 
arms and legs. Each sits in a nest 
of blooper rounds that fire from 
an M79 launcher. AK-47 assault 
rifles dangle from pegs on the 
bunker. 

The boys have soft, young 
faces, but steely hard eyes that 
stab through a slit in the bunker 
and fix on the jungle in front 
of them. 

I also peer at the jungle 
through the slit in the bunker, but 
my eyes are not sharp enough to 
dissect the blur of green and 
brown in front of me. One of the 
soldiers points out the sniper’s 
position to me, but 1 just see a 


meaningless collage of color. Another 


trooper suggests I might get a better look 


by climbing out of the bunker and popping 


my head over the sandbags. 

I hesitate, but then decide that it’s OK. 
Just a quick look. After all, no one is that 
fast on the trigger. But, obviously, another 
fighter thinks differently, as he slams my 
head down without warning as soon as I 
poke it out to venture a peek. 

“Are you sure they have a sniper?” I 
ask him. 

“Sure. Maybe we can get him to fire 
at us.” 

At this point, the young trooper moves 
up behind the sandbags to try to draw fire 
by shouting at the Burmese in a tone of 
voice that is obviously insulting. I don’t 
bother to ask for the translation, because I 
know that I couldn’t print it. But I gather 
that it has something to do with the 
mothers of Burmese soldiers. 

After a few shouts, nothing happens, so 
we pull away. 

Then we hear the snap, crackle and pop 
of an automatic weapon spitting hot metal 
Rice Krispies at us. Guess he was right ... 
there’s a sniper after all. 

Four Decades Of Neglect 

A little-publicized war, now more than 
40 years old, continues on in these 
mountains. Karen anticommunist 
guerrillas, living off their wits, still fight 
against a corrupt, authoritarian regime. 
The guerrillas have pledged to replace the 
socialist dictatorship in Rangoon with a 
federation based on Western democratic 
principles. The cruel irony is that the 
Western democratic governments continue 
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When not firing “hot metal Rice Kris pies” at 
Burmese army, Karens fire rockets from hybrid 
launchers as shown here. 

to ignore the guerrillas, and at times, 
appear to be strengthening their ties with 
the dictatorship in Rangoon. 

In late 1988, the Karen formed the 
Democratic Alliance of Burma (DAB) 
with other opposition groups throughout 
the country to coordinate military and 


political action. Chosen as chairman of the 
DAB was Karen leader General Bo Mya. 
General Mya made numerous pleas to 
Western governments for assistance, but 
the West seemed to want to sit this one out. 

I didn’t get it, so I decided to infiltrate 
into Burma from Thailand with a small 
group of Karen guerrillas to take a look for 
myself. 

The Karen are one of the larger ethnic 
minorities — 7 million people out of a 


total Burmese population of 40 million. 
Not only do they field a large number of 
troops (20,000), they also control a 
significant chunk of territory — a strip of 
real estate extending virtually the entire 
length of the southern That-Burmese 
border, which they christened 
“Kawthoolei,” meaning “land without 
evil.” 

The Karen have distinguished 
themselves from other “hill tribes” that 
have resisted the Rangoon government 
over the years because there is very little 
“hill tribe” about them. 

First, they have a structured, democratic 
government that resembles the British 
system. Second, a large number of Karen 
are Christian, having come under the 
influence of Christian missionaries in the 
19th century. Third, unlike other 
minorities in northern Burma, the Karen 
are adamantly opposed to drug trafficking. 
In fact, they have a history of prosecuting 
and executing drug smugglers caught in 
their territory. 

The Karen derive their income from 
harvesting timber, mining antimony, and 
taxing (a nominal 5%) the unofficial 
cross-border trade between Burma and 
Thailand. This consists mostly of cattle, 
lumber and rubies in one direction (to 
Thailand) and provisions and 
manufactured goods in the other (to 
Burma). 

I slipped into this “land without evil” 
from Thailand at a place called 
Maethawaw, a small village along the 
Moei River that defines the border 
between Thailand and Burma. Here, we 
planned to rendezvous with a long-tail 
boat that would take us upriver to the 
general headquarters of the KNLA at 
Mannerplaw. 

Chicks And Hot Metal On The Moei 

When we arrive, we find that Burmese 
and Karen troops are fighting halfway up a 
small mountain on the Burmese side of the 
river. About 25 meters from our 
rendezvous point, an 81mm mortar tube is 
lobbing high explosive rounds into a patch 
of thick jungle canopy that has been 
spitting out small arms fire. 

We crouch in the periphery of the jungle 
along the Thai side until our long-tail boat 
skids into the riverbank. Instantly, Karen 
scurry down the riverbank with sacks of 
rice, vegetables, fruit, and several large 
cardboard crates of chirping baby 
chickens. 

I wrap a blue shirt around my head as a 
makeshift turban to blend in better with the 
local color. And I hope that the boys up on 
the hill are too distracted by hot pieces of 
metal whizzing through the ajr to take note 
of our little boating party. 

However, instead of madly dashing for 
the boat, I find myself frolicking down the 
beach, feeling somewhat pretentious, to 
avoid the melodrama that a mad dash 
would add to a situation dominated by 
chirping chicks. I clamber over the bow of 


“I hope that the boys up on the hill 
are too distracted by hot pieces of 
metal whizzing through the air ...” 
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the boat and maneuver to a spot amidships 
on the plank floor. 

Immediately, the boatman revs the 
engine in reverse to break us from the 
beach, then bends the boat around by 
retracting the 12-foot shaft with screeching 
propeller from the water, pushing the 
eight-cylinder car engine into the right- 
angle position, then kerplunking the shaft 
back into the water for a turn that brings a 
new crescendo to the chirping chicks. So 
begins our three-hour cruise up the muddy 
brown Moei River. 

On my right, a flock of doves roosts in a 
tree, ironically marking the gateway to the 
battle zone. 

The Moei is as challenging as it is 
beautiful, and often tests us with rapids, 
whirlpools and rocks. It is also narrow and 
unprotected — we can easily be picked off 
by a rifle hidden in the dense jungle that 
lines the banks, and flattened or flooded by 
a well-placed mortar round, lobbed from 
one of the mountain peaks. 1 try to think 
about my next steps if that starts to happen. 

As our long-tailed craft revs along, I 
wonder if 1 will ever return down this river, 
which is the only link between the hidden 
world of the guerrillas and the rest of the 
universe. 1 feel like I’m squeezing through 
a crack in the cosmos. 

After about an hour’s ride, we veer over 
to the Burmese side where an orange, blue 
and white Karen flag on a bamboo pole 



One of many young Karen freedom fighters —this 
one y probably less than 10 years old. While 
American kids at this age typically worry more 
about being hit in the face with a snowball , Karen 
boys face the everyday reality of being shot. 

sticks out from the sand. A dozen or so 
troops scurry out of the jungle to pick up 
several sacks of rice. They carry a mix of 
folding-stock AK-47s and Ml6s. Their 
dark khaki uniforms are drenched black 
with jungle sweat and their boots are 
pasted brown with jungle mud. Puffy bags 
under their eyes betray nights of long 
vigilance. 

After arriving in Mannerplaw, I am put 
up in a small room with a bed made of 
wooden planks covered with a thin straw 
mat. I also get a pillow, a thin wool blanket 


JEFFERSONIAN GUERRILLAS 
AND THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS 


I n Mannerplaw, I shared a stilt house with David Tharckabaw, secretary to the prime 
minister of Kawthoolei, and his cook, who fixed us three meals a day — typically 
vegetables and rice with spicy bits of meat, and coffee rich enough to fuel a long-tail 
boat. 

David is in his mid-50s and was a soldier in the Karen National liberation Army 
(KNLA). Instead of trousers, he wears the traditional Burmese iongyi — a red, plaid 
sarong-like cylinder of cloth wrapped around and tucked in. He has a degree in 
chemistry from the University of Rangoon and is articulate in several languages. 

He usually is pouring over a diverse collection of books — on chemistry, physics, 
history, whatever — trying to figure out something, invent something, or resolve 
something. His intellectual manner and serious spectacles give him an almost 
professorial air. However, he is more of a pragmatic engineer than a theoretical 
academic These days, David spends most of his time on the veranda of his 
thatched-roof house drafting a constitution for what he hopes will one day be the new 
Federation of Burma. This will be the government built by Karen and other guerrilla 
forces, who are trying to replace the socialist regime in Rangoon. 

David's draft proposes a federation based on eight states and five autonomous 
provinces. The states would be aligned with the territory controlled by the country’s 
major ethnic groups; provinces would be similarly carved out, based on lands inhabited 
by the hill tribes. 

David has reviewed the constitutions of the U.S., Canada, Australia, Switzerland, 
Yugoslavia and West Germany. The idea is to form a democracy that allows ethnic 
groups autonomy in areas they currently control, as well as giving them fair 
consideration in a national government. 

I spent most of my time at Mannerplaw discussing constitutional theory with David. 
I’m not an expert on the subject, but was the best feedback he had. 

We spent hours debating fundamental issues such as voting, taxation, freedom of 
speech and property rights. Despite my high-class, American education, I felt woefully 
overmatched by this man in the jungle, who peered through thick spectacles and 
scribbled ancient curly-cue-like script on paper so coarse, you could still get a splinter 
from it. 

One afternoon, we rehashed all the issues in a meeting with the vice president of 
Kawthoolei, Saw Than Aung. 

The vice president’s house was similar to the other stilt houses, built on a higher 
piece of ground, perhaps, but with nothing that spoke of special title or privilege. David 
and I took off our shoes, as is the custom, and entered. In stocking feet, f faced the vice 
president across a simple table hacked out of jungle timber. 

Vice President Saw Than Aung was a kindly old man, but with the priest-like aura of 
an elder statesman. He listened carefully and spoke cautiously, weighing the content of 
each word before expressing it. 

I hadn’t bathed or shaved for several days, and was wearing the same clothes I had 
boated up in. Yet, the vice president made me feel like an important dignitary; he fixed 
his full attention on me and seemed to seriously consider every word I uttered. 

B y this time, I was leaning toward the pragmatic. Trying to write the perfect 
constitution had been frustrating. Man has been trying to write the perfect 
constitution, that guarantees everyone everything, for hundreds of years. And 
taking the best of the Western democratic constitutions and sewing them all together 
also was not the answer. 

Just several days of the process had drained me, and there were more important 
issues at hand: the Karen and other ethnic groups needed to demonstrate that they 
could function under a unified political structure. 

And they needed to sustain the momentum of their urban demonstrations with 
military action. Maybe it was my Western sense of urgency, but I sensed that their 
Democratic Alliance of Burma (DAB) was running out of time. 

“You now have a window, a historical window of opportunity, that you must seize and 
act on or it will close on you," I preached. “The key to winning is not fighting these 
battles up in the mountains — you need to make the 10 o’clock news, at least once a 
week. 

“You need to be sending small teams of men into the cities and making a mess of 
everything. Blow up power stations, military equipment. Cities are where the news is 
made. And you need to do it now,” I added. 

“We have fought the Burmese for the last 40 years, and we can fight them for the 
next 40 years," the vice president proudly replied. 

“But do you want to?” I politely asked. 

Obviously, we each had a very different sense of timing and priority. 

“You know,” the vice president said, “most people who come here just want to know 
about the military situation — how many Burmese we killed. But they are not sensitive 
to the political situation, and they don’t help us think about solutions to the political 
problems, and there are many. But no one wants to talk about these. Mr, Peter, you will 
always be welcome among the Karen people.” 

With that, our meeting ended. Saw Than Aung’s parting words made this whole trip 
worthwhile. 

— PS. 
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and a blue mosquito net. First-class 
accommodations for the jungle. 

A Karen official explains that the 
mosquito netting is crucial and 
ceremoniously helps me string it up. 
Malaria is rampant in these parts, and not 
an uncommon cause of death. Also, 
several strains are resistant to the doctor- 
prescribed, high-tech antimalarial tablets I 
am taking. 

This causes me some concern, but I am 
told that I should count my blessings. The 
mosquitoes on the Thai side of the river are 


Female Karen freedom fighters may live 
traditional female roles in villages , but on front 
lines , in this case , at Morpokay , they live as 
soldiers. 

worse. They also carry dengue fever and 
elephantitus. I ask how the elephantitus 
mosquitoes know they’re supposed to stay 
on the Thai side of the river, since it’s only 
about 25 meters wide, but am not consoled 
by the answer: “They stay.” 

I decide to enhance the effectiveness of 
my tablets with a jungle practice taught to 


me by an old African trooper I once met in 
Hong Kong: don’t bathe. Simple in theory, 
gruesome in application, the idea is to 
build up an impenetrable crust of body oil, 
sweat and dirt as armor against infection- 
carrying insects. 

Leap-Frogging the Fronts 

I eventually get permission to see Bo 
Mya, leader of the Karen, and chairman of 
the DAB. Bo Mya is not an easy fellow to 
get to. He is only a day’s trip overland 
from Mannerplaw HQ, but to get there, 
David Tharckabaw, secretary to the prime 
minister of Kawthoofei, and myself, have 
to leap-frog around Burmese army 
positions. 

First, we take a long-tail down the river 
to Maethawaw. This is where I started out 
several days earlier and serious fighting is 
still going on. The boatman approaches 
very cautiously as the familiar cackle of 
assault rifles and thump of mortar shells 
grows louder. This time, at least, no 
squawking chicks. 

David explains that we are going to get 
off on the Thai side of the river, then go 
overland as far as possible before crossing 
back into Burma. This way, we can easily 
avoid the Burmese army and make 
good time. 

Tourists On The Moei 

However, I’m concerned about crossing 
back into Thailand. I’m worried about 
getting picked up by a Thai border patrol. 
It’s happened before on previous trips. 
That means shipment back to Bangkok. 
Maybe this time, out of the country. And 
I’ve come too far for that. I tell David I’d 
rather take my chances with the Burmese 
army. But he figures he has a good story to 
cover me if we run into the Thai military. 

“Just tell them you are a tourist.” 

“Right. And just what am I doing 
here?” 

“Tfcll them you just wanted to take a 
boat ride down the river.” 

I am very disappointed with my cover, 
but I can’t come up with a better one. 
David’s idea is so absurd, it may just work. 
After all, even being here is absurd. 

After spilling out onto the riverbank, we 
hike to a nearby village, where we 
negotiate a pickup truck to drive us further 
south. 

We zoom along for a good half hour, 
when David signals the driver to stop near 
a young man prodding a sea of Burmese 
cattle with a stick along the road. You 
know they are Burmese cattle because they 
have that central casting sacred cow look 
— scrawny animals with rib cages bulging 
through their sides and humps on their 
backs, right out of a Gandhi movie. They 
are being smuggled into Thailand for sale 
at a nearby market. 

We slowly wade through this sea of 
humpbacks, careful not to step in steamy 
hot cow pie, fresh from the oven, and 
careful to avoid the horns as the animals 
sniff our crotches and belch at us. We 


I feel that these people 


have been Written off 


it i 




by the West. 
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Waging war means not only avoiding one’s enemy, but also avoiding the little surprises ~ booby traps — he wants you to discover ; Designed to reduce 
morale by creating fear and uncertainty, these three booby traps (L to R), the overhead grenade trap, the cartridge trap, and the punji bear trap, have all 
been used by both the Burmese army and the Karen in the jungles of eastern Burma . 


ultimately make our way to the riverbank, 
where a small dugout canoe hides in the 
tall grass along the beach. This innocent¬ 
looking canoe could be a serious obstacle: 
it is basically a tree trunk that has been 
carved out with a hand axe. It is small and 
shallow. Once we get in, it sinks to a 
1-inch waterline. One sneeze and we’re 
overboard. 

WeTe also totally exposed on open 
water in broad daylight in a craft that can, 
with luck, zip along at a speed of 1 mile 
per hour. 

We glide across to the other side, and 
hike a ways to a large village. Roads 
crisscross rows of houses 
on stilts. Trucks are 
zooming about beeping 
their horns. Guys with 
guns are everywhere. This 
is no jungle campsite — 
this is Stilt City. 

Just outside the village, 

David supplies his name 
and password to a sentry 
with a walkie-talkie. 

However, it takes several 
tries to get us cleared 
because the tonal, sing¬ 
song nature of the Karen 
language makes it 
difficult to be understood 
over high-tech squelch. 

General Bo Mya is a 
stout, affable leader, with 
a boyish face and an 
easygoing manner. After polite greetings, 
we sit down cross-legged on a straw mat. 

Bo Mya served with the British in 
World War II as part of “Force 136,” a 
special guerrilla unit formed to collect 
intelligence and harass the Japanese. After 
the war, he enlisted with the Burmese 
police force, but joined the Karen uprising 
after Burma’s independence in 1948. 

General Mya’s appeal to the West 
clearly comes through. He needs Western 
support to make the DAB coalition work. 
The DAB cannot economically afford to 
sustain a broadscale conflict on its own, 
so, it needs the blessing of at least one 
external economic power. General Mya 


claims the DAB has been looking for aid 
from anywhere, except communist 
countries. Unfortunately, nobody appears 
to be listening. 

I sense a deep frustration. General Mya 
cannot understand why the West does not 
share his goal of a free, democratic Burma. 
He doesn’t understand why the contras in 
Nicaragua could get aid, but not the Karen. 

“Right now, we need guns. We have the 
trained men to fight the Burmese army, but 
we don’t have enough guns and 
ammunition.” 

Shortly afterwards, David and I are back 
in the canoe. General Mya’s frustration is 


now my frustration. I feel that these people 
have been written off by the West. 

Destination: Front Lines 

David and I make our way back to the 
highway, and he explains that we need to 
travel back up the river. Our destination is 
Morpokay, where Karen are faced off with 
Burmese troops. I ask how we’re going to 
get there, and am totally caught off guard 
by the answer: “Hitchhike!” 

Sure enough, still clad in his distinctive 
red, plaid longyi skirt and sandals, David 
walks up to the road and sticks his thumb 
out. And no shit, a small pickup truck 
actually stops to give us a lift. About 20 


minutes later, we’re at a safehouse in a 
village along the border, where we meet a 
Karen scout who will take us to our 
destination. 

We go by truck to the perimeter of the 
jungle, then trek along a jungle trail to a 
clump of weeds near the bank of the Moei 
River. Our guide makes a token 
reconnaissance up and down the river, then 
whistles at a small clump of weeds on the 
opposite side. A Karen in uniform emerges 
and launches a small dugout canoe, which 
he paddles to our side. We tiptoe in to 
avoid overturning the craft, then silently 
paddle back across the river. 

We quickly find the 
battalion commander, who 
will guide us around the 
front lines. I assess my gear 
and decide to leave as much 
as possible. Random 
shelling and small arms fire 
is ping-ponging back and 
forth, and I need to be as 
agile and mobile as 
possible. 

The battalion com¬ 
mander grabs a sniper rifle. 
Unless we’re going deer 
hunting, I’m not sure I 
agree with his choice of 
weapon, but defer to his 
experience. He offers me 
an Ml6, but I decline. I’ve 
got enough junk dangling 
around my neck right now, 
and recognize that my first priority is to 
shoot film, not the opposition. That’s the 
job description. I figure that if things get 
really exciting, I can always change my 
priorities. Then, screw the job description. 

Everyone checks his gear, and we move 
out. After a short hike into the jungle, we 
come upon a very elaborate trench and 
bunker network. Given that we’re socked 
in by jungle, it’s hard to orient myself. I’d 
need a road map to find my way around. 
Off in the distance, we hear the distinctive 
spurt of AK-47 bursts and the thump of 
mortar rounds. We start trotting in that 

Continued on page 88 


SPINELESS SLIMEBALLS 


On 21 June 1991, SOF received a letter from Karen National Union (KNU) 
Frirne Minister Ba Thin. Following are excerpts from that letter. 

The Burmese army is launching an offensive against us in Papun District 
with the intention of cutting off our lines of communication with Taungoo 
District. For three weeks now, they have used four planes to bomb and strafe 
our positions four times daily. So far, we have suffered seven casualties and 
43 wounded in the Burmese offensive. Fighting is continuing, 

Burmese soldiers are shooting Karen villagers on sight when they enter 
villages in Thaton District. Many people have been tortured and killed. 

Karen women and children from the village of Hlaing Bwe were loaded in 
a Burmese army truck and placed at the front of a Burmese army convoy. 
Women and children also are being forced to carry water for Burmese troops 
stationed at the top of Burmese-occupied hills. 

Thank you for your magazine’s concern about the Karen people. I hope 
you can expose as many of these inhumane acts committed by the Burmese 
government as possible. 
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KUWAIT’S 

Twenty Defiant Resistance 

Text & Photos by 



I T was the blackest dawn so far. The 
Iraqis had torched the oil fields to 
hinder Coalition bombing efforts. 
As a result, the sky above, and south 
toward the burning A1 Hamadi oil 
fields, eclipsed Kuwait like a black burial 
shroud. Coalition jets whined overhead on 
their ceaseless bombing missions, invisi¬ 
ble above the pall of smoke. 

In the quiet residential area of Algrane, 
however, there was activity, despite the 
unnatural darkness. Early that morning 
there had been rejoicing within these 
houses at the news that the Coalition 
ground offensive to liberate Kuwait had at 
last begun. 

At 0730, a car pulled into the Massala 
Crescent. It contained four armed mem¬ 
bers of the Iraqi secret police and was 
followed by a minibus full of Iraqi sol¬ 
diers. The crescent had been targeted by 
the Iraqis in their search for members of 
the Kuwaiti Resistance. Obeying a signal 
from the car, one of the Iraqi soldiers 
hammered on the door of compound 
number 23. When there was no response, 
he climbed onto the wall. 

Captain Hamid kept well back in the 
shadows of an upstairs room as he peered 
down the iron sights of his Kalashnikov at 
the Iraqi soldier clambering over the wall. 
Gently he squeezed the trigger. In the 


ABOVE: Number 24, the Iraqi tank- 
pounded compound where three 
Kuwaiti Resistance defenders were 
killed, but Capt. Hamid and three 
colleagues managed to walk away. 



Hatchway above door of bath In 24, 
where Capt. Hamid and three men 
successfully hid from Iraqis. 


enclosed room his Kalashnikov roared 
thunderously as the soldier toppled back¬ 
wards into the street. Captain Hamid 



Ground-floor hallway of 24, with Iraqi 
secret police vehicle visible beyond 
demolished compound wall. 


cursed himself for having left the selector 
on automatic and ducked back as rounds 
thudded into the window frame behind 
which he was hiding. 

The captain was commander of a Resis¬ 
tance cell of 20 men in the Algrane area. 
He had chosen the site because it was a 
backwater seldom disturbed by Iraqi 
troops. Three houses, numbers 23, 24 and 
25, which together formed an island in the 
center of the Massala Crescent, were 
his base. 

Alerted to the Iraqi presence, the captain 
deployed his men — eight, including 
himself in 23; seven next door in 24, with 
his second-in-command, Khalid. He se¬ 
lected Achmad, a calm, dependable man to 
take five men to 25 (which stood back-to- 
back with 24). Achmad’s orders were to 
scout out a possible escape route, or, if 
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Interior of 24, completely blitzed by 
Iraqis. 


escape were impossible, to guard the rear. 

Ordering his companions to cover him 
from the windows, Achmad darted out 
through the front gate of 25. As yet, there 
seemed to be no sign of Iraqi activity on 
this side. Ducking across the parking lot, 
he headed up an alley to the right of the 
main road into the crescent. 

Outnumbered And Surrounded 

W hen he emerged at the other 
end, he was appalled to see at 
least a company of Iraqi soldiers 
debussing from trucks and heading straight 
toward him. As he ran back to warn the 
others of the trap about to close, more Iraqi 
soldiers appeared at the mouth of the main 
road. Achmad dove behind a parked car as 
a squad of soldiers swarmed around the 
comer of 25 in front of him. 

The bunched squad of Iraqis dissolved 
before him as he opened up with his AK at 
15 meters: The point soldier flipped 
backwards, blood pumping from a head 
wound. Two others crumpled in their 
tracks and sprawled in the road. A third 
dropped his weapon and rolled back 
around the comer clutching his leg. 

With the loud crack of rounds clipping 


past his head, Achmad 
dropped behind the car, 
changed magazines, and 
bolted for the gate of 25 
before more visitors arrived. 

He made it through the gate, 
heart pounding as impacting 
rounds splashed stucco off 
the compound wall. Soldiers were 
beginning to spill into the crescent from 
the alley. 

Braced against the wall, Achmad put 
several short bursts into the mouth of the 
alley. This had the effect of persuading the 
Iraqis to seek cover in the surrounding 
houses. But for the Resistance, there was 
no way out. It was clear that the trap was 
sealed. 

In the meantime, Capt. Hamid’s most 
immediate problem was sustained, heavy 
fire from the two soldiers who were in the 
first minibus, who had taken shelter just 
yards away, behind the compound wall. 
Calling Fhazad, his weapons expert, to the 
window, the captain asked him if he could 
lob a grenade just over the wall. 

Fhazad grinned his agreement, but as he 
turned to throw the grenade, two rounds hit 
him in the stomach and he keeled over, 
dropping the grenade harmlessly into the 
compound below. He was bleeding 
profusely and in obvious distress. Without 


Point-blank position across street from 
compound where Iraqi T-62 tank 
pounded Kuwaiti stronghold. 

medical supplies all Capt. Hamid could do 
was order two men to drag him into a rear 
bathroom and bind him tightly with sheets. 

Grenadier’s Revenge 

During this diversion, Jamil, a lad 
whom the group used mainly for running 
messages, crept toward the window across 
the glass-covered floor and hurled a 
second gienade. Captain Hamid heard it 
detonate with satisfying violence outside 
the compound next to the parked car and 
turned to see Jamil flushed with pride. 
They had no more problems from that 
quarter. 

The firing started again with a 
vengeance, immediately wounding 
another man in the head. An Iraqi light 
machine gun was firing off whole belts at 
a time with commendable enthusiasm, but 
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with little effect. Under the hail of 
covering fire, an Iraqi platoon dashed 
forward opposite 23. Every defender in 
line of sight fired rapid bursts. The Iraqi 
platoon took casualties and hastily 
retreated. Captain Hamid ordered his men 
not to fire at the' wounded who were 
crawling away, less out of compassion 
than the overriding need to conserve 
ammunition. 

He then dispatched Adel, a rotund 
former police sergeant, to give orders to 
the men on the rooftops to use grenades 
against any Iraqis who gained the shelter 
of the compound wall. Adel relieved the 
man on the roof of house 24, taking cover 
behind the low facade. 

Iraqi RPG (rocket-propelled grenade 
launcher) rounds were now incoming and 
he felt the impact as one slammed into the 
wall a floor beneath him. It punched a 
fist-sized hole through the bricks on the 
stairwell as a man named Hajji walked 
past, distributing ammunition. The blast 
both threw Hajji down the stairs and 
decapitated him. 

Heavy fire broke out once more as 
another Iraqi platoon tried to rush house 25 
across the open parking lot. Achmad’s 
group dealt effectively with this assault, 
accounting for more Iraqis, but at a cost of 
two of their own seriously wounded. The 
Iraqis kept up the pressure. They launched 
further assaults, but reduced the numbers 
in each to squad level. However, as they 
attacked from only one direction at a time, 
Capt. Hamid was able to concentrate his 
response fire onto each new threat. 

As the hours slipped past, the group 
monitored the radio. It seemed possible 
that the Coalition advance might reach 
Kuwait City within the next few hours. 
Although ammunition was critical, there 
was a chance that if they could 
hold on until 
Coalition 


forces arrived, they might be able to break 
out and escape in the confusion. It was a 
desperate glimmer of hope, but the captain 
encouraged his men with it. 

Toe To Toe With Iraqi Tanks 

Then, as they rested during a lull, a new 
sound was heard, hard to place at first ... 
the steady growl of distant engines: tanks! 
Unlike the Iraqis, Capt. Hamid had always 
thought that the main Coalition thrust 
would come through the desert from the 
south, not from the sea. For a moment, he 
almost believed that his deliverance was at 
hand. He bounded onto the roof. There 
were indeed tanks. Beyond the alleyway 
he could see Iraqi T-62s maneuvering 
outside the crescent. 

The situation was deteriorating rapidly. 
The captain sent orders to Khalid to take 
their only RPG, with its three rockets, and 
make his way to the roof of 24, which 
afforded the best arcs of fire. There he was 
to use one rocket at each of the first three 
tanks he saw. By this stratagem he hoped 
to deter their crews from venturing close 
in, shielding infantry behind them. 

In 24, Abid, a large bear-like man, had 
offered to act as Khalid’s number two. 
Tucking the rockets with their fluorescent 
pink tips under his thick biceps, he 
followed Khalid as he crawled onto the 
exposed roof. Behind the low facade they 
loaded the first rocket. Adel, already in 
position on the roof, kept watch. The T-62s 
broadcast their intention to move with 
billowing clouds of white exhaust and the 
throaty roar of their engines. With a loud 
rattling of tracks, the first tank lurched 
forward. 

As soon as Adel saw the long green 
barrel nudge past the end of the alley he 
shouted a warning. Khalid and Abid leapt 
to their feet, Abid letting rip a long 
burst of automatic fire 
as he did 
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Iraqi Trucks 
debussing Iraqi 
soldiers 



1 Damaged tank 4 Achmad's position when he spotted Iraqi 

2 Iraqi mini bus soldiers debussing 

3 Secret police car 5 Position from which Achmad fires behind car 

6 Iraqi soldiers swarming around compound 
wall of 25 


COLLECTING 
GARBAGE 
AND INTELLIGENCE 


T he speed and scope of the Iraqi 
invasion caught the Kuwaiti mili¬ 
tary off guard. Although there 
was significant military response, par¬ 
ticularly around the Royal Palace 
where a Kuwaiti prince was killed, the 
military forces of Kuwait were quickly 
overrun. 

Many Kuwaiti air force pilots es¬ 
caped with their planes to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia to fight another day, and many 
surviving members of the police and 
military took their weapons and went 
underground. The ranks of those in¬ 
volved in uncoordinated Resistance 
activity were swelled by enthusiastic 
but untrained members of the Kuwaiti 
population. 

Although burning with desire to fight 
back, these Resistance fighters were 
hampered by a lack of weapons and 
virtually no central command to coordi¬ 
nate their efforts. Anyone captured 
was tortured for information. Resis¬ 
tance fighters suffered dramatic losses 
from the swift, violent reactions of the 
Iraqi invaders. 

The Resistance movement in Ku¬ 
wait was predestined to be brief, but at 
its lowest ebb, a leadership emerged 
that realistically deemed that instead 
of military action, intelligence gather¬ 
ing should become the new front line. 

Because arrest and death were 
possible even for minor infractions of 
Iraqi decrees, or the whim of a street- 
corner sentry, it was essential for 
Resistance members to present a 
bland face of normality and blend with 
the population. Once effectively invisi¬ 
ble to the Iraqis, the Resistance could 
go about its intelligence mission 
unmolested. 

This phase of passive resistance 
also involved ensuring the basic infra¬ 
structure of Kuwait continued to func¬ 
tion. Collecting garbage may have 
lacked the satisfaction of direct military 
action, but it enabled Resistance 
members to infiltrate and gather intelli¬ 
gence on sensitive Iraqi positions. 

This intelligence was relayed to 
Coalition forces and played its part in 
the secret war against Iraq prior to the 
Coalition counterattack. Gathering 
such intelligence required patience 
and raw courage. Many of the men 
and women who formed the Kuwaiti 
Resistance did not survive to witness 
the liberation they had worked for. 

— P.D. 


so. His rounds bounced harmlessly off the 
tank edging into view, but the aggressive 
action encouraged them both. Taking 
quick aim, Khalid fired the RPG. The 
backblast blew laundry on a line behind 
him into the air. The rocket struck a track 
and the tank swerved to the left and 

The "Alamo" at Algrane, site of Capt. 
Hamid's last stand against armor- 
assisted Iraqi secret police. 
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Ever-resourceful Achmad, survivor of 
Iraqi siege at Algrane. 

wedged, side-on, into the alley. 

Khalid and Abid whooped for joy and 
ducked to reload as small arms fire 
crackled over their heads. Another tank 
began to advance hesitantly down the main 
road leading into the crescent. Khalid fired 
the second rocket. It hit the heavy frontal 
armor without effect and the tank vented 
its rage by firing. The shell hit the water 
tank next to Khalid and Abid, which 
erupted in a sheet of flame and water. They 
were both killed on the spot. Adel, badly 
burned, crawled downstairs. 

Keeping Tanks At Bay 

Despite this loss, the RPG fire had 
succeeded in persuading the tanks to come 
no closer. Instead, they fired repeatedly 
into the three houses, mostly at 24. Inside, 
the men crawled to rooms in the rear. 
Plaster fell from the ceiling and great 
chunks of masonry were blasted from the 
outside walls. The concussion felt like 
repeated blows from a baseball bat. No one 
expected to live much longer. 

When the deafening explosions stopped, 
everyone was so begrimed with dirt and 
the rooms so dark with choking dust and 
smoke it was difficult to recognize anyone. 
Hamid, his ears ringing like a belfry, had 
to shout the command to move forward 
again. As 25 was coming under less 
pressure, he sent orders for Achmad to 
move to 24 to replace Khalid. 

Five minutes passed before the Iraqis 
launched a platoon-sized attack against 23 
and 24. The Resistance was ready when 
they came, and greeted them with 
sustained fire. Again the assault was 
beaten back. The weary men in the houses 
conserved their ammunition and waited for 
the next wave. Instead, a tank shell 
exploded without warning, seriously 
wounding another two men in 24. 
Dragging their wounded back, the men 
again retreated to the relative safety of the 
rear rooms to endure more tank fire. The 
sands were rapidly running out for the 
Resistance. When the pounding stopped, 



Kasim, one of Capt. Hamid's men, and 
survivor of Iraqi attack on 24. 

the Iraqis launched three simultaneous 
assaults. 

This was what Capt. Hamid had feared 
most ~ having to spread thin his limited 
firepower. The assaults against 23 and 24 
were driven off, but the momentum of the 
Iraqi rush carried a platoon as far as the 
compound wall of 25. From this cover, the 
Iraqis showered the compound with 
grenades and scrambled a squad over the 
wall. One grenade entered a window, 
wounding another two defenders, and the 
Iraqi squad in the compound rushed the 
front door. 

The Resistance was hard pushed to hold 
them off, and two soldiers made it into the 
hall. Fortunately, a well-timed burst of fire 
killed both, and the discouraged remnants 
of their squad escaped out of the front gate. 
Meanwhile in 24, Achmad had crawled 
onto the shattered roof. From here he was 
able to lob grenades with easy accuracy on 


Author stands before burning Al 
Hamadl oil field, Kuwait. 
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Capt. Hamid, Intrepid leader of Kuwaiti 
Resistance defenders/survfvors. 

the Iraqi soldiers hiding behind the 
compound wall outside 25. The grenades 
detonated with savage effect. Survivors 
were persuaded to risk the small arms fire 
and fled back to their own lines. 

Ammunition recovered from Iraqis 
killed within the perimeter of 25 was 
scarcely sufficient for the desperate needs 
of the Resistance. As 25 was the least- 
damaged house, Hamid organized the 
centralization of the wounded there. 
Subconsciously, he was preparing a last 
stand. 

The Iraqis repeated the pattern of 
softening with tank fire followed by rush 
assaults, but thankfully they had reverted 
back to uncoordinated squad-sized attacks. 
Nevertheless, this took a grinding toll on 
the Resistance. By 1900 hours, the 
defenders were exhausted from the day¬ 
long battle. Three men had been killed 
outright, seven gravely wounded, and the 
remaining 10 were all injured in varying 
degrees. Captain Hamid knew it was 
almost over. Their remaining rounds could 
be held in one hand. 

Sensing that the end was near, the Iraqis 
now launched another multidirectional 
attack. Once again, it was repulsed, but it 
had cost most of the Resistance its last 
rounds. Although the weary men realized 
that the next assault would be the last, 
everyone remained calm as Capt. Hamid 
distributed the last four grenades among 
the survivors — one each to the two men 
defending the wounded in 25, one to 
Achmad and his three remaining men in 
24, and the last for himself and three others 
left in 23. 

Fat Lady About To Sing 

Tank fire heralded the opening of the 
last act. With no small arms ammunition 
left, Hamid and his three companions 
retreated to the bathroom at the back of 
house 23 and lay on the floor as the house 
shuddered with explosions. One of those 

Continued on page 93 
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Only The 
Phony 

Fake Vets 
Cash In On 
Vietnam Chic 

by Susan Katz Keating 


B ack in his heyday, Jeffrey 
“Mad Dog’ 1 Beck kept an 
inscribed silver cigarette 
case prominently posi¬ 
tioned on the coffee table 
of his Manhattan apart¬ 
ment. The inscription read: “Jeffrey P. 
Beck. In Appreciation for Blood, Fear and 
Courage in the Vietnam War. There but for 
him, go I.” The scoop from Beck, an 
outrageously flamboyant and successful 
investment banker, was that the case was a 
gift from “some guy” he saved in 
Vietnam. 

Beck had many other war mementos, 
both physical and psychological. He liked 
to startle his colleagues before big meet¬ 
ings by shouting his favorite battle cry: 
“Lock and load!” 

He used to credit a chunky Seiko watch 
with saving his hand from the full force of 
an AK-47 round — a blow which, he said, 
nevertheless shattered his wrist and left an 
ugly scar. He regaled many a listener with 
harrowing tales of how he earned his 
Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and four 
Purple Hearts while serving as a Special 
Forces platoon leader. Even his nickname 
— “Mad Dog” — was bestowed on him 
in Vietnam, according to him. 

The chink in Beck’s apparently con¬ 
siderable armor was that there really 
wasn’t any armor. From 1967 through 
1969, when he was allegedly slogging his 
way through the jungles of Southeast Asia, 
Jeff Beck was in fact attending school in 
the States, where he was wracking his 
brain to find the best method for avoiding 
the draft. 

He hit on the strategy of hiding in plain 
sight: He joined the Army Reserve, and 
put in his required few weeks of training. 
Period. Based on that minuscule experi¬ 
ence, he was nevertheless able to concoct 
a ruse so believable that filmmaker Oliver 
Stone at one point was interested in 
making a movie about him. Actor Michael 
Douglas virtually took him under his wing, 
teaming him with a New York script writer 
— supposedly so that Douglas would 
eventually portray Beck. 

Like the mythical Icarus whose wax 
wings melted when he flew too close to the 
sun, Beck’s high flight was his own 
undoing. The wilder and more ostentatious 
his stories became, the more suspicious 
became his listeners. He was eventually 
unmasked by a former girlfriend who 
called a family member out of concern for 
Beck’s apparently Vietnam-induced prob¬ 
lems. The truth leaked out by word of 
mouth until he was exposed last year in a 
front page story in the Wall Street Journal. 

Wild and woolly as it may seem, Beck’s 
is not an isolated case. 

Vietnam Gets Chic 

“We have seen it before, and we are 
continuing to see, people who are 
misrepresenting themselves as Vietnam 
veterans,” Wayne Smith, membership 
director of the Vietnam Veterans of 


America (WA), a national group with 
headquarters in Washington D.C., says. 
“It’s not just confined to one group or type 
of people. It’s happening at all different 
levels of society.” 

ccording to John Oberg, a social 
worker at the Vietnam Veterans of 
California, based in Sacra¬ 
mento,“The wanna-be vets are 
everywhere. They turn up all over the 
place.” At the height of the antiwar 
movement, no one ever heard of a 
“wanna-bc” — the only fakers around 
were those who had “politically correct” 
agendas for lying. 

For example, in 1971 A1 Hubbard was 
executive director of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War. He said he was a former 
Air Force captain with two years in 


Vietnam. He claimed to have been flying a 
transport plane into Da Nang when he 
caught some shrapnel. The injury 
supposedly earned him the Purple Heart. 
In truth, Hubbard was a staff sergeant 
stationed in Tacoma, Washington, during 
the war. He did not see combat, and did not 
receive the Purple Heart. Hubbard’s 
artifice was clearly designed to 
authenticate his antiwar stance. 

Now, the reasons for posing as a 
Vietnam vet run the gamut from greed to 
guilt. But one thing the current crop of 
fakers all have in common is that they are 
riding the relatively new tide of “Viet¬ 
nam chic.” 

“People have always embellished their 
war records, but what is so remarkable 
now is the turnaround,” Wayne Smith 
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Fake vets are often life’s losers seeking 
sympathy or low-lifes trying to make money 
or boost their own popularity on the backs of 
veterans such as Specialists Dwight Brown 
and David Perales (pictured) who fought the 
real thing, and often had little to show for it. 
Photo: DoD 

says. “We were ostracized for so long. 
The authentic Vietnam vets would avoid 
the issue. They would hide their uniforms, 
hide their medals. Yet now, thanks to the 
vets who said, ‘hell no, we won’t back 
down anymore,’ our service is viewed with 
respect, as being in vogue, and even sexy 
or jazzy.” 

DD-214 Underground 

Some impostors go to great lengths to 
seemingly document their claims. 

“There’s a large underground network 
of fake DD-214s (service and discharge 
record) and even award citations,” D. 
Mark Katz, spokesman for the American 
Legion, says. The phony 
documents are used by all age 
groups, he adds, not just by 
those who could have served 
in Vietnam. “As long as there 
are offered benefits for 
veterans, there will be a 
problem with fraudulent 
documents. If a government 
job gives a five-point 
preference for military 
service, then there will be 
people out there attempting to 
get that advantage through 
fraudulent means.” 

Other charlatans get by on 
the strength of their own 
statements — and it appears 
that no story is too absurd to 
be believed. In recent years, 
some outlandish fabrications 
have come to light: 

* In Hawaii, a church- 
sponsored beach party was 
thrown into disarray when 
Leslie A. Tatay crawled out of the surf, 
pretending to be an escaped POW from 
Vietnam. His story had a very short life 
span, but managed to see print in the local 
press before he was exposed. 

* In Kansas, Robert Lyons passed 
himself off as a four-star general, even 
though he was only 35 years old. He also 
claimed to be a Vietnam War hero and 
CIA agent. He used these guises to get 
money from women; he was eventually 
charged with impersonating a federal 
officer. 

Other recent cases have been less 
transparent; 

* In Utah, Robert Fife convinced 
everyone who knew him, including his 
therapist, that he suffered numerous 
problems resulting from his experience as 
a Naval officer in Vietnam. Fife claimed to 
be a pilot who was shot down in combat, 
then captured and tortured by the Viet 
Cong. After Fife committed suicide, his 


wife of 23 years learned he had once 
enlisted in the Navy, but was discharged 
on medical grounds after only eight 
months. 

* In Arizona, Darrow “Duke” Tully 
resigned as publisher of the Arizona 
Republic and Phoenix Gazette newspapers 
when his much-touted war record turned 
out to be false. Tully had presented himself 
as being a combat pilot in both Korea and 
Vietnam, when in fact he had never served 
the military in any capacity. 

* In Georgia, John Maughn obtained 
loans, jobs and housing through 
sympathetic vet center workers touched by 
his experience as a POW. He ran up more 
than $30,000 worth of debts, and finally 
aroused the suspicions of local veterans 
groups. They learned that Maughn had not 
served in Vietnam, and that his only time 
in prison came as a result of auto theft and 
firearms convictions. 

There are no hard figures on the 
percentage of fraudulent veterans, but 


according to one legitimate vet who 
attended a post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) clinic in Menlo Park, California, 
eight of 100 patients in his program turned 
out to be bogus. 

“Two had forged their DD-214s,” he 
says, “and the others were discovered in 
therapy.” 

et center phonies — such as the 
mail carrier who claimed to have 
been shot seven times in the leg 
— are most often just whisked from the 
room when unmasked. But the larger- 
scale, public fakes arouse a great deal of 
anger. Some have been ruined by their 
own lies. 

Faux Green Berets 

Politician Royall H. Switzler, a 
Republican state representative, was 
trying to get elected as governor of 
Massachusetts in 1986, when he decided 
his chances would be improved by 


claiming a Vietnam War record. Switzler 
sounded very dashing indeed as he 
portrayed himself a former Green Beret 
with plenty of jungle exploits under his 
belt. Unfortunately, the truth about 
Switzler was far less appealing: he was 
indeed a veteran, but he was also a liar. His 
military service consisted only of a 
peacetime hitch in Korea. 

hat began as a promising 
political venture ended in 
shame. Switzler was publicly 
exposed and withdrew his candidacy. He 
explained his deception in deferential 
terms. “I owe an apology to those who 
served in Vietnam,” he said. “It was out 
of the high esteem that I hold for you that 
I took your honor as my own and in doing 
so did you a grave injustice.” 

Switzler at least recognized when the 
game was up; he has not since re-emerged 
with further tales of alleged adventure. 
Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa has not been 
so careful. 

Harkin first lost face in 1984, 
during a closely contested bid 
for the Senate seat he now 
holds. Harkin was, at the time, 
a 10-year incumbent in 
Congress. He claimed to be a 
former Navy combat pilot who 
flew F-4 and F-8 jets on 
missions over Vietnam. During 
the 1984 Senate contest, 
another senator, Barry 
Goldwater (then a major 
general in the Air Force 
Reserve), knew the truth and 
decided enough was enough. 
He publicly denounced Harkin 
as a fake. 

Harkin’s people at first 
responded with a hilarious 
explanation that their man had 
actually been in combat in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from 
1965 to 1966, when he flew the 
F-4 and F-8 missions. But 
Harkin finally came out and 
said that he had never been a Vietnam 
combat pilot, contradicting his own 
numerous published claims. The issue 
seemed settled once and for all when he set 
the record straight; he was in fact a ferry 
pilot, transporting crippled aircraft out of 
Saigon to repair facilities in Japan. 

Coming clean did Harkin a world of 
political good — he won the race. Within 
months of being sworn in, however, he 
again made false claims, this time 
intimating he had walked the jungles of 
Southeast Asia. 

After viewing controversial photos 
which purported to show Nicaraguan 
contras slitting the throat of a Sandinista 
spy, Harkin vouched for their authenticity. 
“The pictures show graphically the same 
kind of thing I saw in Vietnam,” he said. 

The claims slipped by relatively 
unnoticed. Now, with a run for the 
presidency looming on his horizon, Harkin 
is once again being touted as a Vietnam 



Tom Harkin, a Democratic senator from Iowa, talks with Senator Edward 
Kennedy. Perhaps Harkin is telling him of his exploits as a fighter pilot in 
“The ’Nam,” and over Cuba, or his time spent on the ground witnessing 
atrocities when he was in SpecOps. Or he could be telling him something 
true. Photo: Bettmann/UPI 




OCTOBER 91 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 65 



combat pilot. It remains to be seen f 
whether his service will become an 
issue in the coming campaign. 

Just as Harkin benefited from his 
first unmasking (and subsequent 
confession), so too did two Texas- 
based impostors who hoped to 
parlay their phony backgrounds into 
a successful business venture. 

Phony Vets Start Museum 

Gaylord Stevens and Kenneth 
Bonner both claimed to be Vietnam 
veterans when they opened their Hi l 
Vietnam War Museum in San Hr# 
Antonio. Ironically, the two men fir 
even fooled each other: neither knew fig 
that the other was a sham. They 
maintained their deceptions for only ** 
a few months past the museum’s Hyj 
Fourth of July grand opening. Their 
true military backgrounds were FJt 
revealed, prompting a great public 
uproar. 

Most of the attention focused on 
Stevens, who was discovered to 
have been charged in 1981 with 
possession of counterfeit money and ^ isc 
conspiracy to print counterfeit 
currency. He pleaded guilty to the 
first charge, cooperated with tQth 
government agents, and served no who 
jail time. Bettr 

B oth Stevens and Bonner 
admitted wrongdoing and 
submitted their resignations 
to the museum. It was clearly the 
right move. The museum’s board of 
directors embraced them as if they were 
prodigal sons, insisting they stay on. 
Bonner later left, for reasons unrelated to 
the scandal, with Stevens remaining at the 
helm. Surprisingly, he emerged as 
something of a folk hero. 

“I expected to be run out of town on a 
rail,” he said at the time. “I thought I 
would have to leave. I never expected to 
still be a part of it. It’s quite interesting and 
strange that lam.” 

Stevens said he lied about his record in 
order to get much-needed donations. He 
said that real veterans told him they would 
not have helped with the project had they 
known he was not genuine. For a while at 
least, it seemed that the museum would be 
a success. Publicity from the scandal 
brought in visitors who otherwise might 
not have come. Those who did come were 
enriched, Steven said. 

Discovered Once — Try Again 

“The Veterans Administration said the 
museum helped people who suffered from 
stress syndrome,” Stevens said. 
“Psychiatrists said it helped guys to work 
here. I had one guy leave a piece of scrap 
metal that had been in his pocket for 20 
years. I had one lady in tears. She 
confessed she had been out throwing rocks 
and bottles during the war because she was 
upset about her own husband being killed 
over there.” 
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Wisconsin Senator ‘Tail-Gunner” Joe McCarthy had 
difficulty recalling exactly what he did in World War II. 
According to him, he was a tail-gunner on a B-24 flying 
bombing missions against Japanese targets. That was news 
to the Army, which had him down as an intelligence officer 
who debriefed pilots after bombing missions. Photo: 
Bettmann/UPI 


Stevens’ good fortune did not last long. 
He ran into financial difficulty and 
attempted to transfer some of the 
museum’s assets to a newly formed group, 
the Viet Nam War Institute. Last July, 
officers of the institute announced they 
had broken off negotiations “for legal, 
liability and public image reasons too 
numerous to mention.” They planned to 
open their own facility at a separate 
location. 

Stevens resurfaced in Houston, this time 
calling himself a “Vietnam-era” vet (he 
served in the Coast Guard from 1969 until 
1972, remaining in the United States the 
entire time). He announced he was raising 
money to open a new facility near the 
downtown convention center. 
Uf¥ e came to us asking for 
support,” an officer with a 
JL JLmember group of the 
Houston-area Veterans Council, a 
coordinating body for the town’s chartered 
veterans organizations, says. “We asked 
him to explain how and where he got his 
money. He said they had donations from 
two well-known area corporations. When 
we checked up on it, the companies said 
they hadn’t even heard of Stevens, let 
alone been approached by him.” 

Stevens, meanwhile, had hired a number 
of sack-toting solicitors to collect money 
by the side of the road. The takings were 
supposedly deposited each day at a bank 
named by Stevens. 

“The bank where he claimed to have an 
account said there was none in the name of 
Gaylord Stevens, the Vietnam War 


” Museum, or that of his development 
director,” according to the source. 
“We then set up three meetings at 
which we were promised the group’s 
financial records, and the 
documentation on the authenticity of 
their 4,000 display artifacts.” They 

3 never produced the records or the 
documentation. 

Fakes Damage Real Vets 

The episode produced precisely 
the type of negative publicity 
veterans like to avoid. “There’s a lot 
of animosity over this,” Steve 
Blumenthal of the Houston chapter 
H of WA says. “A Jot of vets feel it is 
giving them a bad name.” 

The museum reportedly has a few 
artifacts and some camouflage 
netting on display at a storefront 
operation in Houston, but apparently 
# has not yet installed a telephone. 

I Neither the museum nor Stevens is 
listed with Houston information. 

Groups trying to help Vietnam 
veterans worry that the fakes cause 
damage in a way that cannot easily 
be seen. “When vets get into group 
therapy and discuss war trauma, it is 
’ a very confidential and trusting 
process,” Oberg says. “If you open 
up to someone, and then find out 
he’s not authentic, it’s a very hurtful 
feeling. Many vets have a lot of pain in 
their lives from rejection, and some 
interpret this as a form of rejection. 
UO ome veterans don’t separate 
the components of their lives. 
What happened in terms of the 
government, their families, wives and 
friends,” he continues, “are clumped 
together as one experience. They respond 
to all things with the same level of 
mistrust. I have seen vets get very hurt by 
wanna-be vets undermining their trust.” 

On another level, counterfeit vets delay 
the treatment of genuine vets by using up 
valuable group therapy time with their 
fantasies. Veterans groups have been 
particularly vulnerable to deceit because 
vets’ etiquette says you do not challenge 
your fellows. Even the leadership of 
various groups has at times been 
infiltrated. 

Op Sunburn; Honolulu: ’68 

Last August the Vietnam Veterans 
Resource and Service Center in Dallas was 
the subject of scandal when its executive 
director, John Woods, admitted he had lied 
about his military record. Also a technical 
“Vietnam-era” vet with service in the 
Coast Guard, Woods had invented a tour in 
Vietnam, when in truth, he served a year 
stationed in Honolulu. His early discharge 
was brought on by repeated drug abuse 
while on board ship. Woods, too, had a 
criminal record, with prison time for 
drug-and firearms-related convictions. 

The revelations concerning Woods were 
akin to a bad rerun for Dallas-area 
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His eventual exposure genuine secret missions, there is always a 

made him an object of service record containing plausible cover 

public ridicule. duties. 

A number of bogus “A fake vet can be determined through 

claims were made an investigation of claims,” Mark Katz 

following World War 1 says. “If someone is talking to you and has 

regarding the famed his times, locations and other details 

Lafayette Escadrille. wrong, then you know you have a fake on 

The group was formed your hands. The problem is, how many 

in April 1916, a year people know what to look for?” 

before the United u W ittle things can be done,” 

States entered the war, I Oberg says. “When we 

and was set up so that service a client, we have him 

American airmen sign a waiver saying he is telling the truth 

could fight for France under penalty of perjury. We get his 

without violating DD-214, plus his 201 file, which is the 

neutrality restrictions. military war record. That turns up what the 

The unit acquired a person did, his testing scores, the whole 

romantic and heroic ball of wax.” 

reputation when men The services, meanwhile, might do well 

who served with less to follow that advice themselves. During 

prestigious units (and Operation Desert Storm, the Pentagon 

some who didn’t serve narrowly averted disaster when it learned 

at all) later claimed to that a special operative dispatched on a 

have flown with it. mission to the Persian Gulf had been 

“It was a major through none of the special warfare 

case of cashing in,” schools indicated on his resume. The faker 

military historian Jon was uncovered by chance, when he 

Guttman says. “The happened to sit next to a genuine operative 

real veterans were quite angry about it and in a bar, and happened to rattle off 

they protested these false claims.” specifics about his alleged training. 

N ot surprisingly, the genuine The stories didn’t ring quite true to the 

Vietnam vets are also very angry listener. One thing led to another, and 

that phonies are cashing in on the an investigation was soon underway, 

service of others. “We have an obligation The imposer was yanked from the field 

to the memory of my brothers who served in the nick of time, just as he was about to 

to keep the record straight,” Smith says. lead his unsuspecting team to certain 

“War is a high-cost experience. It ought failure. 

not be trivialized by people aggrandizing “You have to do the moral equivalent of 

themselves so they can get prestige, or a turning on the light to look for 

date with a girl. The American people cockroaches,” Smith says. “Press people, 

deserve better than that.” Ask for verification.” 

How to guard against frauds? 

Sometimes you can’t — at least not Susan Katz Keating is a Washington - 

entirely. But there are ways to reduce the based journalist who specializes in 

likelihood of being scammed. military and intelligence issues. She is a 

Certain lines and phrases can be dead veteran of the U.S. Army (yes, we 

giveaways. Very few wanna-be’s, for checked).^ 

example, claim to have 

been clerk typists based The closest Gaylord Stevens ever got to Vietnam is this disply in 
in the States; they all the museum he and Kenneth Bonner started in San Antonio, 
take on mantles as Texas. Ironically, they duped each other, as neither turned out 
to be a Vietnam vet. Photo: Andy King for Insight 


veterans. A year 
earlier Joe Testa, 
president of the local 
chapter of the WA, 
was found to have a 
bogus background. 

During his tenure 
with the WA, Testa 
told many horror tales 
of watching his 
buddies die in combat, 
and also of seeing 
fellow veterans mis¬ 
treated at home by 
antiwar protesters. He 
sometimes wore a 
uniform bearing 
sergeant’s stripes and 
a Silver Star for 
gallantry in action. 

Again, Testa was 
indeed a veteran — but 
he never left the 
States. He served 21 
months, during which 
time he never rose 
above the rank of 
private; went AWOL 
repeatedly; and 
received two sentences of hard labor, both 
of which were suspended. After his 
discharge, he was convicted at least four 
times for credit card abuse and theft by 
check. 

In an odd twist, Testa himself 
confronted another phony veteran while he 
was serving as the Dallas WA chapter 
head. A woman claiming to have been a 
combat nurse in Vietnam turned out to 
have been a dental hygienist stationed near 
San Antonio. She apologized for lying, 
then asked the group’s permission to speak 
at a college forum on behalf of women 
who served in Vietnam. Tfesta reportedly 
rejected the request, and admonished the 
woman for faking her service record. 

As outlandish as these stories are, 
however, they are not the first of 
their kind. 

a*T* his is not an unusual 
■ phenomenon,” Smith says. 

“You can read in history 
about people who embellished their 
service records or made them up when 
they hadn’t served. It is important to put 
this in perspective.” 

One of the most notorious cases in 
recent history is that of “Tail-Gunner” 
Joe McCarthy, the crusading senator from 
Wisconsin. McCarthy gained much 
political mileage from his reputation as a 
combat tail-gunner in World War II. He 
also was allegedly wounded in combat. 
But McCarthy’s true assignment was that 
of an intelligence officer debriefing the 
real combat pilots as they returned from 
missions over islands held by the 
Japanese. 

McCarthy’s experience with a tail gun 
was limited to joy-ride missions against 
coconut trees. His famous war wound was 
actually sustained falling down a stairwell. 


Most angered by phony Vietnam 
veterans are the guys who went 
through the real thing and got spit on 
for it when they came home. Pictured 
is PFC Richard Riffle debarking from 
a Huey prior to an assault on Dragon 
Wiley, 15 miles west of Chu Lai. 
Photo: Mabie/DoD 


combat pilots, SEALs or 
Green Berets on super- 
secret missions. They 
typically claim to be the 
sole survivor of a 
massacre, or to have 
performed impossible 
rescues. 

When confronted with 
the lack of documenta¬ 
tion for their deeds, the 
phonies deliver a stock 
response: their assign¬ 
ments were so sensitive, 
the military has destroy¬ 
ed all evidence, includ¬ 
ing service records of 
persons involved. This, 
of course, is nonsense. 
Even in the case of 
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The Long Gray War Photos by Republican News 
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A bout every two or three 
issues of SOF you’ll see 
FLAK letters either damn¬ 
ing or praising us for our 
coverage of “the troubles” 
in Northern Ireland. In many cases, these 
letters take issue with other FLAK letters 
we’ve printed from readers who support 
— or despise —the IRA or its British 
Security Force opposition. Touchy , in a 
word, describes our readers’ feelings about 
the issue. 

Some months back we received a query 
letter from Scott Smith, the author of this 
piece, asking if we’d be interested in an 
article telling the IRA’s side of the story. 
Our reaction here at SOF was, to put it 
mildly , mixed. 

Our position on the Irish Republican 
Army is clear: we view its members as 


terrorists, those who systematically and 
indiscriminately use terror, violence and 
intimidation to achieve their ends. By that 
it should be clear we do not in any shape or 
form support the organization or its activi¬ 
ties; in fact, our sympathies clearly lie with 
the other side , as evidenced by the numer¬ 
ous articles we’ve run on Northern Ireland 
during the past decade. 

Yet ... war is war, and we’re in the 
business to cover it. As Smith wrote to us, 
“ ‘Know Thy Enemy ’ — if nothing else, 
that would justify the coverage,” and to a 
certain extent we had to agree. After all, 
the IRA is an organization clouded in mist 
and myth, and propaganda from both sides. 
And whether you love or hate the IRA, it’s 
not going to vanish overnight. 

Since Smith was headed to Northern 
Ireland anyway, we told him we’d look at 


his work. Coincidentally, Chief Foreign 
Correspondent Dr. Tom Marks was on 
assignment for us in Northern Ireland at 
roughly the same time, covering Security 
Force operations. When Tom returned he 
wrote his report (which begins on page 
74), and we had him review Smith’s 
article. His response: “They make perfect 
night-and-day companion pieces.” That 
was our feeling too. 

We understand Scott Smith’s article on 
the IRA — and the fact that we published 
it — will draw bitter criticism from some 
quarters. So be it. But we know our 
readers, and give them far more credit for 
their ability to differentiate truth from 
falsehood than do our detractors. 

— John Coleman 


> r "nJ HE odds are formidable: 

' ’ j 0,000 British troops in 

Northern Ireland, armed to 
the teeth with the most so- 
phisticated weaponry, 
against 500 ragtag members of Oglaigh na 
Heireann (“oh-glee nuh herin,” Gaelic for 
“Volunteers of Ireland”), better known as 
the Irish Republican Army (TRA). And yet, 
as any senior British officer will admit, 
these guerrillas cannot be defeated. 

On the wall of British military head¬ 
quarters in Ulster is a painting of an armed 
IRA man: underneath are the words, 
“Respect the Enemy.” And respect is 
what the enemy gets. The commander of 
Scotland Yard’s antiterrorist squad, 
George Churchill-Coleman, admits, 
“They’re extremely clever, versatile and 
professional.” 

James Adams, defense correspondent 
for the Times of London and author of the 
anti-IRA book The Financing of Tbrror 
observes: “The IRA uses what weapons 
they have with great skill. Their bomb¬ 
making techniques, uses of modern 
detonators and timers, as well as their 
tactics, show good training and a high 
capability ... No other terrorist group in the 
world can match their skill on the ground 
... Of all the terrorist groups that currently 
exist, the IRA commands the most respect 
among counterterrorist teams and among 


other terrorists.” 

As many as 8,000 members may have 
passed through the ranks of the IRA, but 
the IRA itself won’t talk about numbers of 
volunteers. “We have as many as we need 
and there is a long waiting list,” one of its 
leaders has said. In 1977 it was reorgan¬ 
ized into a cell system. The decision to 
limit itself to its current size was for 
internal security. At the time of the 
reorganization, both the IRA and the 
British switched to a less intense war of 
selective assassination, requiring fewer 
soldiers in the field. 

To downplay the significance of the 
IRA, British officials claim there are only 
150-300 members. They do acknowledge, 
however, that the Republican Party (Sinn 
Fein) is supported by about 40% of 
Northern Catholics and a 
British poll some years ago 
showed 20% of those in the 
Irish Republic also were 
sympathetic. 

Theoretically, one has to 
be 17 to join, but younger 
members have been killed. 

Typically, someone on the 
front line will be in his 
early- to mid-20s (25% are 
female), unemployed from 
the working class, from a 
family with a Republican 


tradition, and will have a deep knowledge 
of Irish history and politics. They are 
motivated by a simple but deep patriotism; 
the pseudo-psychology of “terrorism ex¬ 
perts” who label them with pathological 
impulses is well-paid propaganda. 

Contrary to propaganda, there are few 
Marxists in the IRA. The poverty into 
which most of the people are bom, 
however, inclines them toward a Gaelic 
version of democratic socialism (decen¬ 
tralized government, nationalization of 

IRA volunteers prepare for ambush 
somewhere in Northern Ireland countryside. 
Man on left has walkie-talkie and UZI 
submachine gun; man in middle loads 
grenade launcher; femme fatale on right 
gets her German G-3 rifle ready. One-fourth 
of IRA members are female. 
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PIRA learned from the IRA of the 


financial services, ban on 
large farms and foreign 
ownership of the land). The 
IRA has acknowledged, 
however, that even if it 
wanted to, it would not be i 
able to impose such a / 
government on the Irish “ 
people, most of whom n 

are far too conserva- * 

tive. 


The Long Gray War 


Products Of Brutality 

Volunteers are the products of the 
brutality of the British Security Forces. 
Most IRA members were beaten 
frequently before they joined. Many have 
been tortured both physically and 
psychologically according to the British 
army’s own doctors. Catholics in general 
are constantly harassed. They are held 
incommunicado for days and their homes 
are tom apart in futile weapons searches. 
J^TT^he new volunteer swears fealty to 
I the idealized Republic outlined in 

JA. the Proclamation of the 1916 
Easter Rising (Uprising), the guiding 
inspiration of the modem IRA, The daily 
life of a member is expected to be sternly 
guided by the Green Book, the IRA 
manual which preaches against drinking, 
admonishes members to live noble lives 
and forbids talking about IRA business 
with non-members. 

New members face bleak lives. 
Socializing is kept to a minimum. A 
volunteer sought by the army might see his 
family once or twice a year, and weeks at 
a time may be spent in miserable living 
conditions. If captured, he can be sent to 
prison for a decade or two on 
unsubstantiated charges, given the loose 
evidence requirements of the Ulster courts. 
Currently, members are not even paid. 

Volunteers are grouped into active 
service units (ASUs) of three to 10, usually 
four or Five with a leader. Each cell 


V > / specializes in bombing, 

\ I sniping, intelligence, 
Ireland / / etc. The new member is 

/ / then sent into such 

jyO / training for three to six 
/ months before going into 
I active service. 

ASUs may draw 
iq|| llfoy members from anywhere, 
wWHl b u t f a vor locals who know 

. . the terrain. In 1977, the 

battalion and company 
system, modeled on the British army, was 
discarded and ASUs now communicate 
(through their leader) directly to a brigade 
staff coordinator and through him to other 
ASUs (although members are not 
supposed to know their identities). 

Brigades have a degree of autonomy in 
pursuing standard operations and provide 
resources to the ASUs from intelligence to 
medics (although the latter are very 
limited and seriously injured volunteers 
must turn themselves in to hospitals, 
resulting in their arrest). The brigade 
quartermaster controls weapons, issuing to 
ASUs only what they need for individual 
operations. 

The exception to this are commando 
units, whose members carry a magnum 
revolver, automatic rifle, combat knife and 
bomb-making material for weeks at a time 
in rural areas. They sleep in fields, hay 
sheds, underground bunkers or abandoned 
farm houses during the day and move at 
night. 

B rigades also operate the civil 
administration, the department 
which provides “policing” at the 
request of Republican strongholds. This 
primarily consists of shooting 
“criminals” in the legs or ordering drug 
dealers out of the country on threat of 
death. 

There are generally two brigades to a 
county, with the Belfast Brigade, located 
on the border of North Down and South 


Antrim, handling activities in both areas. 
South Down, populated mostly by 
loyalists, is designated a command, 
because local units are not numerous 
enough to constitute a brigade. 

Tough Neighborhoods 

Of the brigades, Belfast is by far the 
most active, but the one with the toughest 
reputation is South Armagh. In that border 
area the British army cannot travel on the 
roads safely and has to do everything from 
delivering troops to taking out garbage by 
helicopter. 

Rumors that South Armagh operates 
without regard to the IRA leadership are 
baseless because the brigades are 
dependent on headquarters for their 
resources. Derry, the second largest city in 
the province and furthest from Belfast, has 
been somewhat ignored by the Belfast- 
based leadership, however, and has been 
plagued by lax security and corruption. 

Northern Command was instituted in 
1976 to provide overall coordination of 
brigade operations in the northeastern six 
counties. Southern Command, operating 
out of Dublin, oversees weapons 
manufacturing, storage and transport, 
training at southern camps, safe houses in 
the Irish Republic, intelligence and so 
forth. 

Overseeing both, but conceding 
responsibility for the daily confrontation 
with British forces to Northern Command, 
is general headquarters (GHQ). 
Comprising a small group of leaders who 
meet frequently, GHQ is headed by the 
chief of staff (CS). The CS picks a number 
two adjutant general and other officers as 
needed, typically for operations, training, 
education, quartermaster, finance and 
publicity. GHQ also runs the Overseas and 
England Departments, and only a handful 
of top people know who is operating those. 

The adjutant general is in charge of 
internal security and runs a highly 



sophisticated interrogation team in safe 
houses on the southern side of the border. 
The Provisional IRA (PIRA) learned from 
the IRA of the 1920s that success depends 
on dealing ruthlessly with informers. 

The Security Department has largely 
prevented the British from knowing who is 
in the IRA leadership and has been 
responsible for the execution of nearly 50 
informers, known colloquially as “touts.” 
Hundreds of others have been sent into 

Armed with M16, IRA geurrilla guards row 
of homemade mortars. Constructed from 
brewery canisters , metal cylinders are filled 
with 50 lbs. of explosives and fired front 
industrial tubes. Such a mortar was used in 
the February attack at 10 Downing Street , 
which came within 50 ft . of wiping out 
British War Cabinet. 
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1920 s that success depends on dealing ruthlessly with informers. 




The Kalashnikov has been the most prolific rifle of the post-World 
War II era. It has been the mainstay of the communist bloc, 
appearing in the hands of insurgents, terrorists and Eastern- 
influenced armies throughout the world. Conceptually influenced by 
the German "sturmgewehr" (assault rifle), the AK-47, and later the 
AKM, have been made in numbers some estimate as high as 50 
million. Firing a 7.62x39mm round, the AKM is a robust, reliable and 
deadly weapon. The IRA prefers the Romanian variant, featuring a 
distinctive forward pistol grip. 



Armalite AR-18 


The AR-18 was designed as a low-cost 5.56mm alternative to the 
AR-15/MI 6 family of weapons for Third World countries ill-equipped 
to handle the manufacture of more complicated and expensive 
weapons. Though it never gained wide acceptance on world military 
markets, its folding stock, inherent accuracy and ability to be broken 
down into small packages make it a favorite of the IRA; it has the 
nickname “widow maker” in Northern Ireland. It was produced in the 
United States, England and Japan. The semi-auto civilian version is 
the AR-180. 



The LI A1 was the first modern rifle adapted by the British army that 
had not been designed in Britain. The L1A1 is a semiautomatic 
variant of the Belgian FN FAL, a rifle that has been used with great 
success in more than 60 countries. Firing the potent 7.62x51 mm 
(.308 Winchester) cartridge, the LI A1 is a reliable, accurate, sturdy 
battle rifle that proved its salt in the Falklands. It is currently being 
phased out in favor of the new 5.56mm SA80, although the silhouette 
of British troops clutching long LIAIs is still a common sight in 
Northern Ireland. 



The L85A1, also known as the SA80, is Britain’s latest offering in 
5.56mm military rifles. The SA80, like the Steyr AUG and the French 
FA MAS, is in a bull-pup configuration, allowing a long barrel to be 
housed in a short rifle. Although accurate and compact, the design 
and its execution are seriously flawed, and reliability in the field has 
been below acceptable levels. The rifle is issued with a four-power 
magnification SUSAT scope and, although it has its own magazine, 
the magazine for the Ml 6 will fit as well. 



As an underground force, whose supply of weapons is always 
changing, the IRA uses a diverse range of firearms — everything 
from Ml Garands to the modern Beretta Model 12 submachine gun. 
The Model 12, like the UZI, features a bolt that telescopes the barrel, 
enabling a relatively long barrel to be housed in a compact weapon, 
which enables its 9mm round to gain maximum velocity and fairly 
good accuracy. The Model 12 is a very reliable, well-made and 
fast-handling weapon. 



Patchett filed the first patents for this weapon in 1942, and prototype 
models using Lanchester/Sten magazines were first used at Arnhem 
in 1944. After trials that continued through and after the war, the 
L2A1 was adopted in 1953. The L2A1/L2A2/L2A3 series has been 
the standard submachine gun of the British army since that time. 
With a robust and reliable, if now somewhat outdated, conventional 
design, the L2A3’s strength and simplicity are two factors that keep 
it in use in more than 90 countries. The L2A3 fires a 9mm cartridge 
and is also issued in a sound-supressed version — an option that has 
often been used by the British in Northern Ireland. 


exile when there were mitigating 
circumstances and they were not members 
of the IRA. 

All interrogations are taped and, 
contrary to popular reports, trials are 
elaborate affairs. Only when the IRA 
leadership is certain of someone’s guilt, 
will an execution take place. Having 
investigated numerous allegations about 
the IRA using torture to extract 
information, I found only a few cases of 
beatings administered at low, unofficial 
levels. No matter how convincing they 
seemed, stories of IRA torture turned out 
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to be lies and fantasies. 

From its own experiences at the hands 
of the army and police, the IRA knows that 
forced statements are unreliable, and 
decided it would be counterproductive to 
extract them. In fact, the IRA finds those it 
questions so cooperative — perhaps in the 
hope they will escape execution or redeem 
their names — that it has used sodium 
pentothal (truth serum) only once. 

Above GHQ (whose CS it appoints) is 
the seven-member Army Council (AC) 
— the ultimate IRA authority. It is elected 
from among the 12-member Army 


Executive, an advisory body which is 
supposed to be selected at a general army 
convention every two years. Because of 
the war, only one convention has been held 
since 1970 — in October 1986, when the 
new Army Council was elected. Rare 
vacancies are filled by a consensus of AC 
members, the current mix consisting of 
individuals serving as GHQ staff and 
brigade commanders. 

IRA Weaponry Of Choice 

In the early 1970s, Armalite AR-15 and 
AR-18 rifles were favored by the IRA. 
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AN IRA CHRONOLOGY OF “THE TROUBLES” 



T he conquest of Ireland by its neighbor began in 1169, but it was not until the Gaelic clans were defeated in 1603 that the 
Crown consolidated its hold. To secure the most rebellious province, Ulster, loyalist Scottish and English Protestants 
displaced the Catholic natives, laying the foundation for today’s "troubles.” 

In every generation there are rebels, but it was not until the Easter Rising of 1916 that the movement for independence saw 
any success. The execution of its leaders turned a previously apathetic public toward nationalism, and by 1921, the British were 
brought to the bargaining table with the IRA. British officials persuaded the Irish representatives to let part of Ulster remain in the 
U.K. Hard-line elements in the IRA rebelled against this, leading to a bitter civil war between the dissidents and the new regime 
installed in Dublin by the British government. The struggle ended in 1923 with the defeat of opponents of the treaty with Britain. 

The current phase of violence began in 1966 when loyalists randomly began killing Catholics to stifle their rising nationalism 
in the North. The Catholic civil rights movement grew anyway, but was brutally crushed by the Protestant provincial police. The 
resulting riots threatened to topple the local government and the British army intervened. The army’s assaults on the minority 
ghettos only drove the Catholics into the arms of the IRA. 

The official IRA evolved into a Marxist debating society. Later it took up arms, but the anticommunist, traditional Republicans 
broke away in December 1969 to form the Provisional IRA (PIRA), the organization usually referred to when speaking of "the 
IRA” (known colloquially as the "Rah” or Provos). 

Chronology of British-IRA confrontation: 

1971: First British soldier killed by Provisionals; internment of Republicans without trial begins; prisoners tortured. 
Republicans seal off part of Belfast and Derry for a year; 174 die. 

1972: British army kills 14 civil rights demonstrators in Derry. London takes over provincial government; 467 die. 

1973: Juryless Diplock courts established to process suspected guerrillas; 250 die. 

1974: Protestants strike against British attempt to set up provincial government in which Catholics would share power. 
Loyalists kill 27 in Irish Republic. IRA accidentally kills 21 in pub bombings in Birmingham, England; 216 die. 

1975: Cease-fire between IRA and British army; 247 die anyway. 

1976-1980: British government withdraws de facto POW status for imprisoned IRA members. 

1980: Republicans go on "blanket protest” wearing only bed blankets instead of prison uniforms. British use various methods 
to try to force nonconforming prisoners to bend to "criminalization” strategy. War winds down; 75 die. 

1981: Failure to achieve POW status leads Bobby Sands, officer commanding IRA in H-Blocks/Maze prison, to go on hunger 
strike. One month later, Sands is elected member of Parliament. After another month, he dies in prison —100,000 attend his 
funeral. Nine other prisoners die without government concessions, but after strike, conditions are quietly granted. 

1983: Gerry Adams, president of Sinn Fein, elected member of Parliament. 

1984: IRA misses killing Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher at Brighton by minutes. 

1985: London and Dublin governments sign agreement giving latter advisory role in North in exchange for increased security 
cooperation; 54 die. 

1987: Internal feud decimates (Marxist) Irish National Liberation Army; SAS ambush at Loughgall kills eight IRA members and 
one civilian. IRA bomb accidentally kills 11 at Enniskillen; 93 die. 

1990: IRA kills three soldiers, ex-adviser to Thatcher and two tourists (by mistake) outside Northern Ireland; 78 die. 

1991: IRA mortar bomb comes within 50 feet of taking out British War Cabinet. Talks begin between British and Irish 
governments and loyalists and non-Republican Northern Catholics, but collapse in July. 

Total deaths in Northern Ireland in 23 years: approximately 2,900 —1,100 of which the IRA is responsible. In terms of ratio, 
the impact of those killed on the 1.5 million citizens of Northern Ireland is equivalent to seven Vietnam Wars on the U.S. 

— S.S. 
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Japanese-made AR-18s and Chinese SKS 
rifles made their way to Ireland, but the 
general choice was the semiautomatic 
AR-15 from the United States. The Colt 
Carbine with its telescoping stock made 
concealment easy. On a wall in Derry 
appeared a mural with the words, “God 
made the Catholics but the Armalite made 
them equal.” 

FTf Shere were lots of M14s and Soviet 
AK-47 and AKM assault rifles, 

J_L UZIs and German G-3s. The 
favored weapon now is a Romanian AKM 
with a vertical lower handguard. There is 
also every conceivable variety of handgun, 
with Browning High Power, and .357 
Magnum revolvers most favored. 

The IRA also has flamethrowers for 
burning bairacks. In 1986, it introduced a 
homemade impact grenade, known as a 
drogue bomb, which has proven quite 
effective. There are also homegrown 
rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) 
launchers. Individual and vehicle armor 
have become so heavy on the British side, 
they usually can resist heavy assaults. 
(IRA members, however, seldom use 
bulletproof vests except when in the 
countryside.) Recently, there were two 
direct RPG hits on a “pig” (the standard 
British troop transport) with no casualties. 
Sometimes a British vest can be 
penetrated, but the IRA mostly relies on 
one-shot sniping to the head or point-blank 
shooting. Recently, the IRA used a 
“directional missile,” a horizontally 
aimed mortar shot at close range, to 
destroy a “pig,” but generally mines are 
used against armored vehicles. 

The “Mark 10” IRA mortar has an 
accurate range of 300 yards and came 
within 50 feet of wiping out the British 
War Cabinet at 10 Downing Street in 
February 1991. The mortar bomb is made 
from brewery canisters and filled with 50 
pounds of explosives. The fins are 
soldered-on heating vanes. Projectiles are 
fired from industrial tubes, and a small 
propeller on the nose screws a firing pin 
into position to strike a cap on impact. 

Connections 

World War II-vintage Browning .50 
caliber heavy machine guns and M60 
GPMGs from the United States have been 
used to shoot down helicopters, and more 
recently the IRA has started using 
ComBloc 12.7mm antiaircraft machine 
guns. Rumors that the IRA has surface-to- 
air missiles have persisted since the late 
1970s, but the IRA has never used them, 
even though British helicopters have been 
up-armored and issued decoy equipment in 
anticipation of such an attack. 

The United States ceased to be a prime 
source of weapons in 1981 when members 



of a smug¬ 
gling ring 
were arrested. 

The IRA has never 
been influenced by its 
sources of arms. It buys 
most of its weapons on the 
international market, and has had 
no significant ties with other guerrilla 
or terrorist groups. 

It likes the African National 
Congress (ANC) and the Basque 
separatist movement (ETA), but 
abhors the Red Army Faction and 
similar groups. A senior army source 
said there has never been evidence of 
training by the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO), although the 
IRA once bought a shipload of 
weapons from it that was later 
captured. 

I RA bomb-makers are termed 
engineers. They are estimated to 
have 5 tons of Czechoslovakian 
Semtex plastic explosive, but mostly 
rely on fertilizer. In 1977, the IRA 
began using an effective compound 
called ANFO by cooking aluminum 
nitrate-based fertilizer and mixing the 
resulting solids with diesel oil and metal 
filings. 

The size of the bombs range from an 
incendiary of a few ounces of sugar and 
flammable liquid, to car bombs (a Belfast 
invention) of more than 1,000 pounds of 
explosives (the trunk will be packed with 
fertilizer and a primer of commercial 
explosive, plus a detonator and timer). 

Most commonly, a beer barrel or metal 
milk container will be made into a bomb 
and hidden by the side of a road or placed 
against a barracks wall. The timing of the 
detonation of the Brighton bomb which 
almost killed former Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher in 1984 was 
determined months in advance by an 
electronic timer from Canada, based on 
those used in video recorders. 

Land mines can be triggered by pressure 
plates or occasionally by trip wire, but 
these are risky methods if civilians pass 
by. Usually, detonation is achieved by 
command wire (detonators are homemade 
using mercury fulminate). The most 
popular method of triggering is by radio, 
based on the McGregor 27 series 
equipment for model airplanes. 

To prevent accidental detonation- by 
British electronic sweeping equipment, the 


IRA volunteer displays homemade impact 
grenade. Known as a drogue bomb , this 
simple yet effective explosive was first 
introduced in 1986. 

firing message is pulse-coded (but the 
technology is imperfect — evidence 
suggests that a British sweeping device 
triggered the IRA bomb at Enniskillen in 
November 1987, killing 11 people). In 
1979, the Irish National Liberation Army 
began using the mercury tilt-switch 
method of detonation used in World War 
II, which is movement-activated. The IRA 
uses this in bombs it attaches under cars 
used by British Security Forces. 

That the IRA is a guerrilla organization 
and not “terrorist” (defined as 
intentionally targeting noncombatants), is 
shown by the fact that it gives warnings 
when civilians may be endangered. 
Atrocities still happen because the IRA 
uses unreliable materials and there are 
human errors. In the case of the 
Birmingham Pub bombings of 1974, when 
21 people were killed, the phones 
designated to call in warnings had been 
vandalized. 

In February of this year, one person was 
killed at London’s Victoria Station 
because British officials chose to ignore 

Continued on page 98 
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S TANDING by their stalled car, 
the young couple looks about 
for help. Fortunately, two po¬ 
licemen happen to be strolling 
by. Before long, the policemen 
are under the hood themselves, trying to 
get the beast started. Bystanders pause a 
moment, their curiosity piqued, then move 
on with their business. 

So ordinary is this episode that it would 
hardly merit comment if it weren’t for the 
team of soldiers providing security. 

Dressed and armed for combat, they 
form a loose protective arc around the car 
scene. Every rifle is equipped with a scope, 
and the troops periodically jerk to firing 
positions as they use the lens to examine 
more closely a suspicious movement on a 
rooftop or down the street. Fingers are taut, 
one on the trigger, the other one on the 
safety. Even when they relax, their rifles 
lowered, their eyes continue to scan 
the area. 

This is daily existence in one of the 
world’s most well-known yet least under¬ 
stood conflicts, the sectarian struggle of 
Northern Ireland. Few are unfamiliar with 
its general outlines: Protestants and Catho¬ 
lics killing each other in a bloodletting that 
represents centuries of struggle for a 
united Ireland. The Catholics want to be 
united with the motherland; the Protestants 
cling to Britain. British troops, foreigners 
all in a land they little care for or 
understand, lock horns with the “battling 
boyos” of the IRA, or Irish Republican 
Army, standard-bearers of Irish independ¬ 
ence and unity. 

That, at least, is the myth — one 
peddled, it must be noted immediately, by 
at least several U.S. Congressmen. Real¬ 
ity, as might be suspected, is another story. 

In the meantime, though, reality for the 
policemen is the car engine, which, despite 
their best efforts, refuses to start. They 
shrug helplessly, summon a tow truck, and 
begin to move on. Their human shield, the 
four soldiers of the team, do likewise, one 

On the 20th anniversary of**the troubles” 
August 1989 f woman shouts at British 
soldier in West Belfast . Many who support 
republicanism appear to do so because it is a 
symbol for better status in world. 


eye on their charges, the other on the gray 
streets of West Belfast. 

This is a Catholic area, an expanse of 
brick row houses divided only by narrow 
streets and neat, small front yards. Identi¬ 
cal in every way, the row houses are heated 
by fireplaces. Looking up, you expect 
Mary Poppins to appear amidst the forest 
of chimneys, but there is only the gray sky. 
Bundled against the cold, the inhabitants 
emerge and disappear, alone or with 
children in tow. It’s all so very ordinary. 

But Everybody Looks Alike 

I can hear the objection: But aren’t they 
Catholics? The oppressed masses? ... What 
am I to respond? Well, yes, they are 
oppressed, sort of... And don’t they hate 
their oppressors? The police and the 
soldiers? ... Well, not really ... maybe some 
of them ... well, sort of... Oh Christ, who 
knows? Let’s find one and ask him. What 
does a Catholic look like, anyhow? 

Now, that’s a problem. Everybody looks 
alike! Looking around, only the churches 
look “Catholic.” And only a few listless 
Irish tricolor flags and the pro-IRA murals 
give indication that this is a “hostile” 
area. 

nd the people are no help, either. 
They just act like normal citizens 
going about their business. 
Nobody even looks oppressed. Neither do 
the children. To the contrary, the kids 
seem to think it’s all bloody marvelous. 
They’ve been told it’s quite acceptable to 
throw rocks at the armored Land-Rovers as 
they trundle by, and even, sometimes, at 
the nasty soldiers. But most of the time 
they simply cluster in childlike wonder 
every time one of the soldiers with the 
fancy toys pauses. 

As the Argyll nearest me, a Scot, peers 
through his scope, a small hand touches his 
arm. “’Ave a look?” The soldier grins and 
nods. Soon a line of small terrorists is 
exploring the ins and outs of the telescopic 
sight. Those too young to be interested in 
the intricacies of firearms settle for pieces 
of candy. 

It’s all so very normal — and so very 
tedious. 

Then, the team radio crackles. Hurried 
exchange: a few words to the team. In a 
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blur, soldiers and policemen 
sprint past. Downhill, 
around a bend, the troops 
move flat-footed, bent by 
the weight of their 
equipment. The 

policemen whip off their 


Protestant and Catholic 


witnesses are ques¬ 
tioned. 

We’ve seen it all 
before, have we not? 
Were it not for the troops, 
it’d be just another 
average incident in an 


hats and hold 
flapping gear at 

sides. One uses his 1 B,v mmiji wiuj vvui the only thing that’s missing 


their BBBaBBBBaBBBBBBBBBBBBBBaBaaaaBBB average moment in an 

their The Long Gray War average American city ~ 


sleeve to wipe the 
rapidly forming beads 
of sweat from his brow. 

Rifles are ready; the team and its 
accompanying men in dark blue spring 
down a lane of rowhouses. The troops pop 
from yard to yard, gate to gate, always 
covering each other. The cops make a 
straight run down the way. 

A ll around, other teams are doing 
the same. We converge on a 
single flat in a lengthy row. In the 
background, within rifle range, looms a 
substantial observation tower used by the 
police to keep an eye on things. Someone 
has reportedly opened up on it with a 
machine gun. 

Senior authority quickly establishes 
order. Teams establish security down 
every street leading to the flat, front and 
back; the scene of the crime is taped off; a 
thorough search of the area is conducted; 

Troops take cover during explosion in Belfast 
on 20tk anniversary of “the troubles .” 


is Kojak. 

As the police carry on, the 
troops shift positions slightly, always 
keeping their weapons at the ready. They 
ignore the goings-on at the flat. Most, in 
any case, are far enough away that they are 
in contact only through their radios. As the 
sun sinks, gloves are pulled on, feet 
stamped more often to ward off the chill 
that begins to nip at the toes. 

Candy, M60s, And The Game Of War 

Cold is the last thing on the minds of the 
local youngsters — the circus has come to 
town. They swarm about, making a game 
of everything from swinging on the 
engineer tape being used to seal off the 
area to sitting in the laps of soldiers. They 
ask for candy while giving us their 
experienced analysis of the episode. 

“A man in a mask fired a burst at the 
tower with an automatic weapon,” one of 
them deadpans. “It was a machine gun; 
looked like an M60. Then he jumped into 
a car.” 


HP 


Another gives me the once-over. “You 
photographers always be coming in here. 
You like to be getting the tricolor.” 

A group of three presses forward. The 
oldest, 11 years old, observes, “You be 
college boys for sure.” Intrigued by the 
presence of an alien (American) life form, 
they question my taste in women, want to 
know how my camera works, ask about 
America. Finally, they meander back to 
* the real excitement, the soldiers. 

IfNhe youngsters engage in their 
usual “show me” routine, then 
grow bored and look for additional 
ways to squeeze some excitement out of 
what had earlier promised to be a dreary 
afternoon. There’s the incongruous sight 
of a lad on one side of the road engaged in 
an animated discussion with a soldier, 
while across the way an 11-year-old 
attempts to bait another member of the 
team. 

“Why don’t you go home?” the Irish 
would-be adult yells, mustering his best 
imitation of something he’s heard from 
someone older than he. 

“I’d like to,” the 19-year-old Scottish 
soldier responds in a thick accent. “If 
you’d behave!” 

They laugh. The game is known and 
recognized by both parties. No British 
regulars have been killed this year at all, 
though 40 have been injured. (The Ulster 
Defence Regiment, UDR, however, a 
regular unit but locally recruited and 

employed only in 

Northern Ireland, has 

been harder hit, with two 
dead and eight injured as 
of Easter 1991.) 


The Troubles Come To 
Ulster 


It’s been nearly 22 
years since the British 
deployed troops to 
Northern Ireland to 
restore order in August 
1969. Then, a Catholic 
civil rights movement, 
inspired by the similar 
goings-on in the United 
States, had been co-opted 
by radicals. Their 
aggressive tactics had 
inspired a backlash, and 
Protestant paramilitaries 
began to attack Catholic 
working-class areas, after 
which Catholics turned to 
the IRA for protection. 

In a flash, the 
moribund IRA had an 
army, and Ulster, as the 
north is called, had a 
problem. Protestant and 
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communities staked out their turfs; violence erupted. 



Murdered man in what turned out to be a 
case of mistaken identity. A British army 
spokesman said there are about two incidents 
every 24 hours now, whereas in July 1972 
there were 100 terrorist incidents every day. 

Catholic communities staked out their 
turfs; violence erupted. The small, 
unprepared 3,000-man police force was 
overwhelmed. Enter the army. 

Initially greeted as liberators by the 
Catholic community, the army enjoyed a 
brief honeymoon period. It did not last 
long. In its efforts to crack down on both 
Protestant and Catholic militants, the 
military succeeded in convincing many 
that it was an occupying power. This gave 
even further strength to the IRA, sending 
recruits flocking to its ranks. 

y 1972, the security forces had 31 
regular army battalions deployed to 
Northern Ireland, augmented by a 
further 11 battalions of the UDR — a total 
of 42 battalions operating in an area 
comparable to that of Connecticut, with 
just 1.5 million people. Deaths that year in 
what came to be called “the troubles” 
climbed to 467. 

“I dare say, you could get that many 
(deaths) in any big U.S. city,” a British 
army spokesman told me. “But in a small 
place such as this, where everyone knows 
each other, it was quite traumatic.” 

For the next three years, some 36,000 
soldiers and policemen were kept busy. 
“These days,” the spokesman continues, 
“we get about two incidents every 24 
hours. In July 1972 we had 100 terrorist- 
type incidents every day. For a backwater 
sort of place, this was quite a shock. 
Gradually, though, until 1985-1986, we 
were able to reduce the army strength from 
22,000 to about 9,000. We were turning 


over our duties to the police and were 
down to eight battalions. Then, in October 
1985, the Anglo-Irish Agreement was 
signed (giving Dublin a consultative role 
in Ulster’s affairs). This caused things to 
surge again, because the agreement united 
the Protestant paramilitaries and the IRA 
in dislike of something. That’s the 
situation now.” 

If that’s the situation “now,” what was 
it “then”? Why, in other words, is there a 
problem in Northern Ireland? 

Not Just Protestant Against Catholic 

Any number of explanations are at hand, 
from “British colonialism” to “IRA 
terrorism.” The bottom line, as far as the 
world is concerned, is that Protestants line 
up against Catholics. Yet even this is 
simplistic. What is certain, as a British 
officer put it, is that“the problem might be 
religion, but it’s certainly not Christianity. 
A lot of things are perpetrated in the name 
of religion.” “Protestants” and 
“Catholics,” in other words, are 
convenient labels for 
much more comp¬ 
licated phenomenon. 

When the British, 

Protestants all, 
originally conquered 
“Ireland” four cen¬ 
turies ago, they 
found themselves in 
a wild, disunited, 
hostile, Catholic 
land. Indeed, North¬ 
ern Ireland was 
traditionally the 
most Gaelic area of 
the island. Con¬ 
sequently, in 1609, 
the British set up the 


Plantation of Ulster and encouraged 
settlement from the home country. They 
had a Protestant legislature established 
in 1692. 

Thereafter, a series of “coercive acts” 
were implemented to protect the position 
of the settlers. By 1703, only 5% of the 
land in Ulster remained in Irish hands (the 
figure for Ireland as a whole was only 
slightly higher, 14%). In American terras, 
the cowboys had taken the land from the 
Indians. Thus, the divide between the two 
communities, Protestant and Catholic, 
became institutionalized. 

till, economic reality set in fairly 
soon to break down this separation. 
As agricultural society gave way to 
industrialization, substantial demographic 
shifts brought the two communities 
shoulder-to-shoulder in urban areas. 
There, they competed for jobs and 
housing. The year 1835 saw the First 
serious communal riots. An impending 
civil war — as Protestants agitated for 
home rule. Catholics for independence 
— was averted by the outbreak of World 
War I. 

In the post-war years, Britain sought to 
solve two problems at once: agitation for 
home rule as well as independence. It set 
up two states, the present Northern Ireland, 
and Ireland, each with its own legislature 
to deal with internal affairs. A Council of 
Ireland was to consider matters affecting 
both, and the two states were to have 
representatives in London, which would 
continue to control foreign affairs and 
defense. To further insure the viability of 
the north, three of the traditional nine 
countries that made up Ulster were shaved 
off, leaving the remainder, today’s 

In many ways, community policemen and 
children of Belfast relate like policemen and 
kids anywhere else . t€ We have close family 
ties and religion/* a senior RUC constable 
says ... You hear so much about this place, but 
we*re certainly safer, even now, than in most 
of your American cities/* 
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In late 1979 Americans contrib 


Northern Ireland, with a j ^ 

two-third’s Protestant J North 
majority. I Atlantic J 

British plans never j Ocean 
worked out as anticipated, / 
and the Council of / 2^ 

Ireland did not become a / ^ 

reality. Instead, the 7 mm■■■ ■■■■■■■■ 
independence issue was Thp I Ann 

“settled” as Dublin 
went its own way, but 
the communal, sectarian problems of the 
new Ulster state came to the fore. Refusing 
to participate in the new institutions of 
local governance, which they saw as 
illegitimate, the Catholic community only 
made matters worse. For government did 
function in Ulster. 

Birth Of A New IRA 

With voting rights determined by 
property ownership (until 1969), and even 
those Catholics who qualified engaging in 
electoral boycotts, Protestants were able to 
dominate the affairs of state. The result 
was less than equal rights for Catholics 
and, eventually, the civil rights movement 
mentioned earlier. 

At the time necessity drove London to 
intervene with troops, Northern Ireland 
was a quiet posting for a few battalions. As 
the units poured in, the authorities were 
forced to consider the likelihood that the 
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w .* 2 / halcyon days were gone 

\ / for good. In short order, 

Ireland / / they found themselves 

j I faced with a peculiar 
/ combination of 

I insurgency and terrorism. 
I Ironically, the military 

71m. mm presence, by creating an 

iau lllor issue, gave the IRA the 
immmmmm P°P ular following it had 
lacked for some years. That 
the IRA was not then a factor of particular 
importance on the local scene flies in the 
face of the common impression that there 
was an unending struggle against British 
“occupation. 5 ’ But such had, in fact, 
become the case, because even while 

partition institutionalized communalism, 
economic prosperity caused overt conflict 
to fade. 

However, attacks by the Protestant 
paramilitaries ended any hope that the 
1960s would be free of republican 

violence. Extremist leaders had risen to 
prominence in Northern Irish politics 
because moderates seemed unable to come 
up with viable solutions to the problems of 
administration. 

On the other side of the fence, a similar 
process was at work. When the IRA 
decided to “go political,” the extremists, 
those who refused to give up the 
“republican” cause of unity, formed the 


movement (although the old “IRA” label 
still enjoys widespread use). 

I nitially, PIRA continued the IRA 
practice of fielding ever-larger units 
made up of numerous volunteers who 
flocked to its colors. “Yet we were able to 
infiltrate those,” a British army 
representative said. “So the military side 
adopted the Active Service Unit (ASU) 
cell structure. Brigades were divided into 
cells of four or five men each, all 
compartmentalized. There was less risk of 
compromise. They tightened up their ship. 
They have ASUs all over still with less 
chance of the authorities infiltrating 
them.” 

In practical terms, this meant that the 
British, after facing a broad-based 
resistance movement, found the enemy 
had changed. London now had to deal with 
PIRA terrorism and its ability to strike at 
will, even as far afield as Britain itself, or 
Germany, where British units were 
stationed with allied forces. Further, the 
cell structure gave the security forces very 
little opportunity to gain the intelligence 
needed to smash this new opponent. 

Search For Cash And Weapons 

Likewise, the move to covert cells 
insulated PIRA from the negative effects 
that could earlier have been expected as 
Catholic support for violence declined. 



PIRA was able to carry out its actions with 
minimal requirement for popular 
assistance. Instead, its greatest needs 
became cash and weapons. 

_ For cash, PIRA 

drew upon a variety of 
sources. Besides such 
traditional methods as 
taking up collections, 
sponsoring pubs, and 
simply robbing banks 
and payrolls, it moved 
wholesale into racket¬ 
eering. (Ironically, in 
this campaign PIRA 
jgjgl found itself rubbing 

igflp shoulders with its 

sworn enemies, the 
g| Protestant paramili- 

taries, who were also 

“We estimate it 

million pounds per 
M|| year (approximately 

$7-9 million U.S.),” a 
uk\.*%< * top police official 

said, “to keep the 
2 ^ Provos (members of 

, r; * PIRA) going. They 

S ct i{ frora ma,, y 

sources. Racketeering 
■****■has become a big 


Provisional Irish Republican Army 
(PIRA). Loosely affiliated with the IRA, 
which even today continues to engage in 
open politics, PIRA became the resistance 


British soldiers in South Armagh get checked 
out by curious little boy. Photo: Pacemaker 
Press Inti Ltd. 
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ated more to PIRA than the citizens of any other country 


enough problem that we 
have had to set up a 
special unit. They 
(PIRA) are into video 
piracy in a big way, 
extracting money from 
clubs, black taxis 
(consider 40 pounds per 
week per cab x 300 cabs 
— or approximately 
$90,000 per month, or 
more than a million 
dollars per year), clubs, 
slot machines, smuggl¬ 
ing, and shakedowns of 
building contractors and 
real estate agents. The 
Provos are not yet into 
drugs, though others are. 
They could easily get 
involved, but they see 
the drug scene as 
counterprod ucti ve. 
Church and state, North 
and South, are dead 
opposed. So they stick 
with more conventional 
activities.” 

The U.S. Connection 



One of these activities 
has been to raise funds from the Irish- 
American community, ostensibly for 
charitable work in Northern Ireland. In late 
1979, British officials estimated that 
Americans contributed more to PIRA than 
the citizens of any other country. They 
further stated that the largest single 
American source of cash, as much as 
$300,000 per year, was the New York- 
based Irish Northern Aid Committee 
(Noraid). Crackdowns have since left their 
mark. “The American contribution has 
declined a great deal,” a British official 
noted. “It still goes on, but nothing like it 
was before.” 

I ess certain is the degree to which 
arms shipments have been 
-^/interrupted. Initially, as in the case 
of funds, the United States was a major 
source. In late September 1984, for 
instance, the Irish navy made one of the 
largest arms hauls in Irish history, seizing 
a trailer carrying arms from a mother ship 
that had departed the American coast. Yet 
this was apparently the tip of the iceberg. 
The Mafia was actively involved in 
stealing weapons from U.S. military bases 
and then shipping them to Ireland. Even 
private individuals had gotten into the act. 
Between 1973 and late 1979, 22 
Americans were convicted of unlawfully 
sending arms to Ulster. 

More recently, in mid-1989, the FBI 
arrested two Americans and an Irish 
national while obtaining a warrant for a 


second Irish national for attempting to 
build for PIRA sophisticated explosive 
devices, as well as antihelicopter missiles. 
The three arrested, according to press 
reports, were electronics specialists 
employed in the American military 
weapons industry. 

Though such activities apparently 
continue, PIRA turned elsewhere, 
especially to Libya. In November 1987, 
French officials seized more than 150 tons 
of arms and explosives from a 
Panamanian-registered cargo ship. 
Originating in Libya and bound for PIRA, 
the cargo included 20 SAM-7 missile 
launchers, 20 tons of mortar shells, and 
thousands of other weapons, including 
machine guns. 

“We feel two earlier shipments just like 
that one got through,” a British official 
said. “The Provos have abundant Semtex 
(the Czechoslovakian explosive supplied 
to Libya). We have indications that they 
have more than enough weapons, too. 
Before, they would go to great lengths to 
keep their weapons, but now they 
frequently abandon them when making 
their getaway.” 

Thus it is that PIRA has money and 
arms. So it has little need of a popular 
base. It can pursue its professional goal 
— to drive the British from Northern 
Ireland — oblivious to the attitudes of “its 
people.” To do this, it intends to inflict 
casualties upon the security forces. 


IRA terrorist's funeral sparks riot between 
IRA supporters and police in West Belfast, 


Ulster Defence Regiment 


HP 


^oday, there are just 10 regular 
army battalions deployed as three 
brigades: 39 Brigade, with 
responsibility for the Greater Belfast area; 
8 Brigade, in the north and southwest near 
Londonderry; and 3 Brigade, in the 
southeast in Armagh. Their TAOR 
(tactical area of responsibility) embraces 
20-25% of Northern Ireland. The 
remainder, three-quarters of the whole, is 
charged to the UDR. At nine battalions, it 
has become the largest regiment in the 
British army. 

A roughly 50-50 mix of full-time and 
part-time personnel, UDR is unique in 
some respects (such as manning), but is 
standard in most others. Created to deal 
with the security situation in Northern 
Ireland, its units perform virtually all the 
roles that are expected of regular 
battalions. 

Each UDR battalion is built around a 
cadre of some 120 regular army officers 
and soldiers. All battalion commanders, 
for instance, are posted to their 
assignments from regular units (the 
assignment is desirable, because it is an 
operational command). Aside from this 
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BRINGING 

DEATH 

TO 

TYRANTS 


r |^T 11failure to aggressively 
A J~11 1 J target Saddam Hussein 
was a replay of 1989, when the United 
States finally decided to intervene 
militarily in Panama because we were 
too squeamish to go after Panamanian 
strongman General Manuel Noriega 
directly. 

Earlier, while there was still time to 
avoid military action, congressional 
intelligence panels reportedly refused 
to go along with a presidential “ find¬ 
ing” that authorized efforts to 
“snatch” Noriega and bring him back to the United 
States to stand trial for drug trafficking, or even allow 
the CIA to assist anti-Noriega plotters to carry out a coup 
d’etat that might overthrow him. If Noriega were “hurt” 
or killed in a coup or attempted “snatch,” reasoned 
congressional liberals, it would have amounted to a 
violation of the presidentially mandated assassina¬ 
tions ban. 

The effort to “snatch” Noriega also was opposed by 
a number of faint-hearted senior military commanders, 
despite the fact that Navy SEALs and 
Delta operators had run exercises in 
Panama for months on grabbing the 
Panamanian strongman. Each time, 
lacking a green light, they pulled up 
just short of their objective. “It broke 
my heart,” one special operator re¬ 
ported. “There were many times when 
we could have done the ‘dirty deed’ 
before he knew what hit him.” 

Denied any effective options short 
of intervention, President Bush or¬ 
dered Operation Just Cause to com¬ 


mence on 20 December 1989. In the 
ensuing operation, 23 Americans lost 
their lives and 324 sustained injuries. 
There were 314 Panamanian soldiers 
killed, along with 202 civilians. Hun¬ 
dreds more were injured. Despite the 
care taken to minimize damage, when 
the fighting was over, large sections of 
Panama City lay in ruins. Most had 
been set on fire by Noriega’s so-called 
“dingbats,” or dignity battalions. 

Just Cause was a success, but the 
United States had used a sledgeham¬ 
mer to kill a pesky fly because too many people in the 
Congress, the military, and even the administration 
found it morally, legally and politically more acceptable 
to invade a country than simply go after the man who 
was the source of the problems. 

In the wake of Just Cause, CIA Director William 
Webster called for more latitude in interpreting the ban 
on assassinations. He recommended that Congress 
permit the CIA to assist in efforts to overthrow foreign 
dictators, such as Noriega, even if such efforts might 
inadvertently cause the individual’s 
death. This had happened some years 
before when the United States provided 
aid to antigovemment forces in Chile 
who killed General Rene Schneider 
during a botched kidnapping attempt. 

Not The American Way 

“Killing,” a Scottish poet once 
wrote, “is the ultimate simplification 
of life.” It is an elemental act, 
irrevocable and final. Whether it is 
legal or illegal depends on the context 
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in which it was done, and under whose authority. 

For most Americans it is a difficult issue, especially when it 
takes on political connotations. They are uncomfortable with the 
idea of assigning someone to kill another human being, with a 
name and a face, regardless of the fact that the individual in 
question is a monster or that his death might save thousands, 
perhaps even millions, of lives. If there must be killings, the public 
wants them to be antiseptic, anonymous, and at some distance. A 
bomb is all right, but a bullet fired at close range is immoral. 

The present ban on assassination is purely voluntary. It is the 
product of Executive Order No. 12,333, which mandates that, “No 
employee of the United States government shall engage in, or 
conspire to engage in, assassinations.” Promulgated by President 
Ronald Reagan, it uses the 
same language as Jimmy 
Carter’s Executive Order 
No. 12,036. 

The first president to 
adopt a voluntary ban on 
assassination was Gerald 
Ford. Ford’s Executive 
Order No. 11,905 had its 
antecedents in Director 
Richard Helm’s 1972 ban on 
assassination by employees 
of the CIA. At that time the 
CIA was reeling from 
charges, most unsupported, 
from a hysterical Congress and media, that it had engaged in a 
far-flung program of political assassination in places like Vietnam, 
the Congo and Chile. 

The Ford administration applied the ban only to something 
called “political assassination,” but Carter dropped the word 
“political,” making the meaning of the prohibition even fuzzier 
than it already was. President Bush, interestingly, has not adopted 
his own executive order regarding assassination, but instead let it 
be known that he intends to be bound by the Reagan 
administration’s executive order. There is speculation that Bush, a 
former CIA director, may have authorized the drafting of a new 
executive order, with more realistic and tightly worded language, 
but it has yet to be made public and is certain to set off a fire storm 
of controversy. 

While the Hughes-Ryan amendment and a number of public 
laws touch on the issue of assassination, it is the prevailing 
Executive Order, No. 12,333, that is the source of the greatest 
confusion relating to the issue of assassination. 

This is because none of the executive orders has defined what is 
meant by the term “assassination.” As a result, many questions 
remain unanswered, and these have led to a considerable amount of 
confusion. If an enemy leader is targeted during wartime, for 
example, is that assassination? Or if U.S. commandos kill a 
terrorist overseas, are they violating Executive Order 12,333? 

Even more fundamental, of course, is the issue of whether the 
United States, as a matter of national policy, should selectively 
target thugs and loony tunes such as Saddam Hussein, Manuel 
Noriega, and Muammar Khadaffi, and possibly even terrorists. 
Proponents argue that this makes more sense than fighting wars or 
conducting military operations that often result in a heavy loss of 
life (sometimes much of it civilian), widespread destruction, and 
the enormous expenditure of money that could better be used for 
other purposes. 

The “Hitler Exception” 

M any Americans believe that assassination is morally 
wrong and that nothing could ever justify it. Language to 
this effect was included in a 1976 Senate committee 
report, which concluded that, “Assassination has no place in 
America’s arsenal.” 

But wouldn’t mankind have been better off if Hitler had been 
eliminated rather than allowed to start a global conflagration that 
resulted in a hundred million deaths? This is called “humanitarian 
intervention” by legal scholars, and those sympathetic to this 


argument believe that a legal and ethical case can be made for the 
deliberate targeting of another person if inaction would produce a 
greater evil, such as massive human rights violations. 

By this standard, Saddam Hussein is a clear candidate for what 
was once known as “executive action.” His list of crimes is long 
and a matter of record. In the space of a single decade, he launched 
wars of aggression against both Iran and Kuwait, used chemical 
weapons on his own Kurdish minority, reportedly butchered 
between 20,000 and 100,000 of his own citizens every year since 
coming to power, created an environmental catastrophe by setting 
Kuwait’s oil fields ablaze and releasing a massive amount of oil in 
the Persian Gulf, and launched Scud missiles against Israel’s 
civilian population, a non-belligerent in the recent conflict. He is 

hardly Mr. Congeniality. 

Assassination In Wartime? 

Many scholars argue that 
assassination is a peacetime 
term referring exclusively to 
the “treacherous murder” of 
political leaders. By contrast, 
during periods of conflict, 
the enemy’s command-and- 
control apparatus is a 
legitimate military target, 
and therefore those officials 
with major command-and- 
control functions also are 
appropriate military targets. The United States acknowledged from 
the outset of war that it was going after Iraq’s command-and- 
control structure, including its top military leadership. 

This was nothing new. During World War II, for example, U.S. 
fighters ambushed the plane carrying Japanese Admiral Isoroku 
Yamamoto and shot it out of the sky. It is true, however, that 
targeting command-and-control has more immediacy in Third 
World military dictatorships. In those countries, power is often 
concentrated in the hands of the “maximum leader,” and therefore 
his removal often has greater impact than in countries where power 
is institutionalized to a larger degree. 

Perhaps the most significant lesson of the recent Gulf War is that 
the Israelis were right. They have long maintained that the surest 
way to defeat an Arab nation is to destroy its command-and-control 
structure, since Arab military commanders demonstrate little 
individual initiative and once cut off from direct contact with their 
leaders can no longer effectively function. 

Since Saddam Hussein is both field marshal and commander-in- 
chief of the Iraqi armed forces, there can be little argument about 
his prominence in 
Iraq’s command-and- 
control structure. He 
was, therefore, a 
legitimate military 
target, and if any 
criticism is approp¬ 
riate, it is that not 
enough effort was 
expended in targeting 
him and bringing the 
war to an even 
speedier, and more 
salutary, conclusion. 

Using the same 
logic, it must be 
recognized that Liby¬ 
an strongman Muam¬ 
mar Khadaffi was a 
legitimate target 
during the U.S. air 
raid on Libya in April 
1986. Critics in this 
country argued that if 
Khadaffi had died in 
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LETTER OF THE LAW 


The Hague Conventions of 1907, 
which are the basis for the law of war 
observed by the U.S. military, are 
generally interpreted as prohibiting 
assassination (ref. Annex to Hague 
Convention No . IV, 18 October 1907), 
But this " does not preclude 
attacks on individual soldiers or offi¬ 
cers of the enemy whether in the zone 
of hostilities , occupied territory , or 
elsewhere according to The Law of 
Land Warfare (FM 27-10, Washington, 
HQ, Department of the Army, July 
1956.) U.S. SpecOps personnel re¬ 
ceive training in the law of warfare. 

The U.S. military regards a person 
Wearing a uniform of the enemy and 
serving in a command role as an 
officer of the enemy armed forces. 
Saddam Hussein wore Iraqi battle 
fatigues during the war and declared 
himself “ultimate commander.“ Make 
your own conclusions, 

— Don McLean 
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the bombing of the Azzizia 
Barracks in Tripoli, it would 
have amounted to a viola¬ 
tion of the ban. However, 
not only was the Azzizia 
Barracks a principal com- 
mand-and-control center, 
but Khadaffi was, in effect, 
the commander-in-chief of 
the Libyan military estab¬ 
lishment. 

The National Security 
Council (NSC), neverthe¬ 
less, worried about the 
assassination issue. To 
avoid criticism from liberals in Congress and the media, NSC 
staffers drafted a statement, to be issued in the event Khadaffi were 
killed in the attack, explaining away the dictator’s death as 
“fortuitous.” Unfortunately, the statement never had to be used. 

Assassination And SpecOps 

In early June, British SAS (Special Air Service) commandos 
opened fire on a stolen car carrying three IRA terrorists in Northern 
Ireland. No effort was made to arrest the men or even to issue a 
challenge. The car, with more than 200 bullet holes in it, crashed 
into a wall and a parked car, then burst into flames. 

ritics charged that this was the latest in a series of more 
than a dozen such incidents where the SAS had engaged in 
what amounted to “assassination.” The most famous 
incident was the March 1988 execution-style killing of three IRA 
terrorists in Gibraltar. According to the British government, the 
terrorists were involved in a plot to plant a car bomb in the 
then-British crown colony. Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
explained the operation: “They (the IRA terrorists) made 
movements which led the military personnel, operating in support 
of the Gibraltar police, to conclude that their own lives and the 
lives of others were under threat. In light of this response, they 
were shot dead.” 

The SAS actions focus 
new attention on the use of 
deadly force by SpecOps 
forces in combating 
terrorism, and the rules of 
engagement (ROE) under 
which they operate. The 
U.S. Army, for example, is 
engaged in an effort to 
define assassination so as to 
make it clear that 
antiterrorist operations by 
American forces overseas 
are a legitimate exercise of 
the right of self-defense and do not constitute assassination. This 
effort predictably has been criticized by liberals, who claim the 
Army is “looking for a license to kill.” 

Delta Force commandos have a little ditty that goes, “Two to 
the body, one to the head, makes you good and dead.” It’s really a 
shooter’s creed, reminding Delta operators to fire two rounds at the 
body of the terrorist adversary and then go for a head shot. This is 
necessary in case the terrorist is wearing body armor. But any 
terrorist hit with three rounds is, more than likely, going to be dead. 
Some critics have suggested that this amounts to little more than 
assassination and that rules of engagement should be drafted to 
require U.S. commandos to “use a minimum of force.” This, 
however, would be madness, and place American hostages in 
unnecessary peril. 

When “taking down” a plane or rescuing hostages, antiterrorist 
commandos know that the situation must be pacified as quickly as 
possible. A wounded terrorist can still return fire or toss a hand 
grenade, as Abu Nidal’s men did aboard Pan Am flight 073, which 
was stormed by less-than-expert Pakistani commandos at Karachi 
in 1986. Twenty-one passengers were killed and more than 100 


injured in the melee. 

Another problem is the 
issue of preemption. “If 
someone comes to kill you,” 
it says in the Talmud, “rise 
up and kill him first.” Few 
Americans believe we should 
wait until attacked to respond 
to terrorists. Article 51 of the 
United Nations Charter 
guarantees the “inherent” 
right of self-defense to 
countries under armed attack. 
But the preemption of 
terrorist attack is tricky 
business, involving the interdiction, and often death, of terrorists 
before they actually launch their “armed attack.” 

The British government justified the killing of the IRA terrorists 
last June, in part, by stating that they “were on a mission of death” 
to attack Protestant workers waiting for a ride to work. The SAS 
ambush was, therefore, a completely appropriate preemptive 
response to the threat, the British government maintains. 

.S. military commanders similarly need to be able to use 
forcible measures to preempt or repel terrorist attacks 
based on the perceived threat, without worrying whether 
such actions might constitute assassination. The rules of 
engagement governing each mission, moreover, should be decided 
by the mission commander and his superiors, and they should be 
given a good deal of latitude in deciding how much force, and what 
kind of force, is warranted. 

Conclusion 

The current prohibition on assassination should be restricted to 
what was previously called “political” assassination, that is, the 
targeting of a political leader during peacetime. Even then, the 
president should still have the latitude to order the “selective 
targeting” of a leader like Saddam Hussein or Manuel Noriega, if 

that person’s removal could 
reduce the necessity of 
military action or prevent the 
outbreak of war. Call it a 
policy of war avoidance. 

The term “assassination” 
should be carefully defined 
in a new executive order by 
President Bush on the 
subject, and the killing of 
terrorists by U.S. military 
forces must specifically be 
exempted from any 
prohibitions. Terrorists 
should be regarded as pirates 
were in the past: enemies of all mankind and fair game for anyone 
who wants to go after them. 

Indeed, Congress might even want to consider turning the 
problem over to the private sector by once again granting Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal, as provided for in the Constitution, along 
with generous rewards for the apprehension or death of notorious 
terrorists. The CIA, with appropriate oversight, should be granted 
greater authority to undermine and destabilize governments 
engaged in narcotrafficking or the sponsorship of international 
terrorism, even if it means that a corrupt or brutal head-of-state 
might meet an untimely end. 

In the final analysis, a good case can be made that the selective 
targeting of international outlaws is a far more moral and effective 
response than the alternatives, and one that is more consistent with 
traditional American values of fair play and respect for human life. 
It also represents a vastly more surgical use of force, with less 
chance of collateral casualties, than any other option in our arsenal. 

An authority in the fields of terrorism and security , Neil 
Livingstone is an adjunct professor at several institutions.^ 
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Norlnco M1911A1 Is a reasonably 
priced and. In general, faithful and 
reliable copy of the battle-proven 
Government Model .45 ACP pistol. 

vided small arms and munitions to the 
communist-led Hukbalahap movement in 
the Philippines. Included were Chinese- 
made copies of the M14 with caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO ammunition carrying a 
counterfeit British Radway Green head- 
stamp (“RG 60 L2A2”). The M14 receiv¬ 
ers were marked incorrectly, their 
buttstocks were of the wrong configuration 
and the British never manufactured small 
arms ammunition with copper-washed, 
steel cases. PRC-made .30 Ml Carbine 
ammunition also supplied to the Huks was 
headstamped “LC 52” (Lake City, 1952) 
and was more difficult to detect. In this 
time frame, a copy of the Browning- 
designed M1911A1 was developed. 

Chinese Government Model 

In slightly modified form, this latter 
item is currently manufactured and 
imported to the United States by China 
Sports Inc. (Dept. SOF, PO Box 3250, 
Ontario, CA 91761; phone 714-923-1411). 
It deserves close examination, as it is, in 
general, every bit as well-made and 
reliable as the Colt and priced to sell. 

Both the frame and slide are high- 
quality, milled-steel forgings, as are those 
of the Colt Government Model. Most of 
the milling marks were removed by 
polishing prior to bluing. All of the steel 
components, with the exception of springs 
and the barrel, — which have been left 
“in-the-white” — have been salt-blued. 
The right side of the slide is marked 
“MOD. M1911A1” over “CAL. 
.45ACP.” The left side of the slide is 
marked with the serial number, (as is the 
left side of the frame), “MADE IN 
CHINA BY NORINCO,” and “CSI ONT 
CA.” This latter marking is unnecessarily 
large on SOF’s test specimen, but has been 
reduced in size on currently imported 
models. 

Grip panels are fairly close replicas of 
the brown plastic grips found on U.S. 
government-issue M1911Als, although 
the checkering is not as sharp. 

Dimensions duplicate those of the Colt 
Government Model. Overall length is 8.5 
inches, with a height of about 5.5 inches 
and a width of approximately 1.25 inches. 
Weight, empty, is 39 ounces. This is a 
heavy, service sidearm that was not 
designed for concealment. Barrel length is 


5 inches with 6-groove rifling and a 
left-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

This pistol is a copy of the Ml911 Al, a 
modification of the original M1911 
design. These alterations included an 
arched mainspring housing, shorter 
trigger, recess cuts on both sides of the 
frame to accommodate the trigger finger, a 
longer horn on the grip safety and a 
slightly shortened hammer spur. 

With one exception, the Norinco copy 
remains faithful to the M1911A1 
configuration with only cosmetic 
differences. Most U.S.-produced 
M1911Als have checkered hammer spurs, 
thumb safeties and triggers. These 
components are serrated on the Norinco 
M1911A1, U.S.-made Government 
Models have either checkered or serrated 
slide stops. Our Norinco test specimen had 
a serrated slide stop. Our Norinco 
M1911A1 also had fine-line checkering on 
the magazine catch/release button while 
those manufactured in the United States 
have coarse checkering. 

Original M1911A1 fixed front sights 
were a rounded blade swaged into the 
slide. That of the Norinco M1911A1 is a 
front-sloping ramp which is slightly higher 
and has a white dot at the rear. Its 
square-notch rear sight, set in the usual 
dovetail cut in the slide but of higher 



Norinco M1911A1 .45 ACP pistol, field- 
stripped. 


profile than the original M1911A1, has 
two white dots. 

The current fetish for colored dots and 
bars is to be deplored, as they are usually 
never seen under stress and if they are, 
serve only to distract the shooter from 
concentrating on a flash front sight picture. 

High And To The Right 

Unfortunately, our test specimen’s point 
of impact was, at 7 yards, 3 inches high 
and to the right. Lateral zero can be 
adjusted by tapping the rear sight to the 
right or left, but when a pistol with fixed 
sights prints high there is nothing that can 
be done, other than to replace the front 
sight with one that is higher or the rear 
sight with one that is lower. I have been 
advised that currently produced Norinco 
M1911Als have both higher and wider (to 


fill more of the 2.4mm-wide rear notch) 
front sight blades. 

Colt and other U.S.-made milspec 7- 
round magazines for the M1911A1 have 
floorplates induction-welded to the body. 
Those of the Norinco M1911A1 are 
retained by two crosspins. 

Method of operation remains exactly as 
perfected by John Moses Browning. 
Locked-breech, recoil-operated, the barrel 
and slide are locked together by two ribs 
on the top of the barrel at the chamber end 
which engage two recesses in the 
underside of the slide. Securely locked 
together during the moment of higher 
chamber pressure, the barrel and slide 
travel rearward a short distance still firmly 
mated to each other. During recoil, the 
barrel swings backward on its link, which 
is attached to the frame by the slide stop 
pin passing through it. 

As rearward travel continues, the barrel 
is forced downward and away from the 
slide. The barrel’s rearward travel ceases 
when it strikes its stop in the frame, while 
the slide continues backward to complete 
extraction and ejection of the empty case 
before rebounding, by means of the recoil 
spring, to strip and chamber another round 
from the magazine. 

500 Rounds 

SOF’s test and evaluation of the 
Norinco M1911A1 consisted of more than 
500 rounds of three different loads. China 
Sports imports milspec-type .45 ACP ball 
ammunition with a roundnose (RN) 230- 
grain Full Metal Jacket bullet loaded into a 
boxer-primed brass case (headstamped 
with a triangle and “90 45 AUTO.”) It is 
non-corrosive and competitively priced. 

For practice sessions I commonly fire 
reloads with mixed brass and a 230-grain 
lead alloy RN bullet propelled by 6.3 
grains of Hercules Unique powder. This 
approximates standard military ball. Third, 
to test for feeding reliability, we also fired 
Black Hills ammunition loaded with a 
185-grain Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) 
bullet. (Note: for self-defense, the best 
load in this caliber is now the new 
Winchester 230-grain JHP. Moving down 
range at only about 835 fps, this bullet will 
penetrate almost 15.5 inches of soft tissue, 
while consistently expanding to .65 
caliber. That is precisely the performance 
we are looking for in a large-caliber 
handgun projectile. See Full Auto column 
in this issue.) 

All three of the loads fired printed 1- to 
1.5-inch groups at 7 yards when fired from 
the Weaver position, albeit high and to the 
right as explained above. The Black Hills 
JHP bullets caused three or four failures to 
feed. The firing pin stop dropped 
downward once and initiated a major 
stoppage. There were no other malfunc¬ 
tions, but the extractor claw took a small 
bite out of all the cases’ extractor grooves. 

The firing pin spring was found to be 0.2 

Continued on page 97 
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YUGOSLAVIA 
ON THE BRINK 

Text & Photo by John Evans 



Slovenian boy plays on Yugoslavian tank destroyed by rebels near 
Ljubljana. Determination of Slovenians to throw off yoke of federal 
rule appears genuine and widespread. 


A green Puch truck screeched 
to a halt. An instant later we 
were surrounded by members of 
the Slovenian Special Forces 
armed with Heckler & Koch MP5 
submachine guns. For the 14th 
time that day our documents were 
checked at gunpoint. 

After watching TV footage from 
Yugoslavia, Slovenia and Croatia 
seemed the obvious places to be. A 
scheduled JAT flight got me into 
Zagreb on 28 June. I joined up 
with another Brit and we both 
headed to Ljubljana, Slovenia’s 
capital city, by train. 

Once there, we hired a car and 
tried to get to the action. 

Our first close call came after 
we stopped to photograph a road¬ 
block. For some reason this made 
the local police very jumpy. As we 
drove away their Zastava patrol car forced 
us off the road and we ended up staring 
down the business end of a pump-action 
shotgun until they were satisfied we 
weren’t federal spies. 

Back in the city it was chaos. It 
immediately became clear that all was not 
under control. The fear of clandestine 
federal activity had reached such a pitch 
that the Special Forces turned two Red 
Cross vehicles inside-out before being 
called off. 

That night there was gunfire in the 
streets, and at least three people were shot 
dead as suspected terrorists. 

At 0900 the next morning, we prepared 
for a press briefing. At the press center 
(where most of the “war stories” were 
actually written), I spoke to Thomas 
Bartol, a local student. His message was 
simple: “This is not a civil war, but a war 
against occupation by a foreign army.” He 
described how the people in the towns and 
villages were all working together in the 
fight against a federal government trying 
to subdue Slovenia. 

Since the press corps stayed close to the 
shelter, the bullshit factor soon reached 
dangerous levels and we decided to do 
something useful. 

Info indicated there had been activity 
near Tfebnje and large number of tanks at 
Vrhnika. Both seemed a lot more promis¬ 
ing than killing time in Ljubljana, so we 


moved out toward Tebnje. 

According to Jean-Pierre Gerard, a 
Belgian trucker we met, everything was 
peaceful when suddenly the jets struck. 
His vehicle was sprayed with the flesh of a 
T\irk standing nearby. In a local farm¬ 
house, three died. 

It wasn’t long before we ran into federal 
forces. Walking through their blockade we 
found two federal soldiers, ragged and 
unshaven, looting abandoned vehicles 
looking for food. My colleague asked for 
an officer and we were directed toward the 
armored cars. As we walked up the road, 
cameras held above our heads, I felt quite 
aware that these guys were hostile; there 
were no witnesses and there was no cover. 
Luckily, we were just told to go away — no 
photos and no comment. 

At the other side of the column we 
found evidence of the air attack. It looked 
like about six rockets were fired against a 
large, static target — they all missed. On 
the road there were the remains of one of 
the dead; he was unlucky. In theory, our 
next destination, Vrhnika, was a straight 
run down the highway. 

Unfortunately, tanks had been this way 
before and the Slovenians were deter¬ 
mined not to let them pass again. Lengthy 
detours around barricades, one heavily 
mined, were required. We finally arrived 
under the guns of federal tanks on a hill 
overlooking the village. Except for the 


tanks, it looked to be a normal, 
sunny Sunday. 

Upon our arrival, the locals got 
nervous. One asked us not to take 
photographs near his house, and 
children were moved out of the 
firing line. On the hill, troops 
looked relaxed, waving to us as we 
cautiously approached. As we went 
up the hill, the locals all took 
cover. 

An officer, accompanied by a 
soldier holding two grenades, came 
to speak to us; I noticed he refused 
to enter the line of sight of local 
forces. After friendly greetings we 
were directed to the local barracks 
4 klicks up the road — no photos, 
no comment. The locals, con¬ 
vinced the Yugos would shoot us 
where we stood, were more than a 
bit impressed. 

On the run back, we encountered local 
defense volunteers, civilians with arm- 
bands and rifles. One old guy said he 
would die for Slovenia; Pm afraid he 
might be right. 

Nothing much was happening, so I 
headed back to Zagreb for my flight out. 
At the airport the next morning, things 
went seriously wrong. The flight was 
postponed, then canceled. The airport was 
later closed. Fighting had erupted through¬ 
out the area. A 3-mile-long federal col¬ 
umn, including 150 tanks, was heading up 
from Belgrade and ground-attack aircraft 
were flying overhead. 

On Sunday night, there was a mass for 
peace. During the day, 7,000 people had 
signed a petition asking for the return of 
Croatian conscripts serving in the south. 
This was in sharp contrast to my previous 
visit, when civilians shot up a federal 
convoy and were shot at by federal troops. 

One thing you soon learn is that this is a 
completely unpredictable conflict. 

Back in Ljubljana, the media circus is 
holed up in the Intercontinental Hotel 
getting really pissed-off because nobody is 
being killed. But the sight of children 
playing peacefully in a city I expected to 
be devastated brings tears to my eyes — it 
is one of the best days of my life. 

John Edwards is a British freelance photo - 
journalist 
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after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Anny Man- automatic fires tear gas cartridges or 

Wanks as fast as you can piill brimr 
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay Heavy-duty metal construction with 
Mechanisms. Tells how to make Rocket Launch- quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips, 
ers, Pistols, Shotguns and Recoilless Rifles from Comes with holster, tear gas and blanks, 
easy to obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 #260110 Blue Revolver $29.95 

#260510 Blue Automatic $29.95 

Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

-- - Blanks (50) $4.00 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, 
cqmputer / 
modem, ^1 
FAX or ^8 
telex. 


Pistol Crossbow * ^ 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 

#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the tele¬ 
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. 1 "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 






World's Largest 
Survival Knife 
This is the knife you’ve been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough A 
the task. It’s more than jH 
just a knife. Features: JH 

• 5" watertight black JSaH 
aluminum hollow 

handle. 

• Liquid filled W 

compass. 

• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp- 
ening stone. 


Badges & 

ID Case JB * I 

Flaunt your 
6 Styles 

Professional badges - Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective. 1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 


"Phaser" Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense product avail¬ 
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at distances up to 20 feet Renders 
assailant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 

#261201 $14.95 


Crosman CO, ■ f • 

Pellet Revolver 

Look-a-like, feel-a-like, J 

and shoot-a-like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires. 177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6” rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

#464403 (Retail $85.) 

.177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 

C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack 


"Super Snooper" 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds all avail¬ 
able sounds through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas¬ 
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning; Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 

#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur¬ 
face area 37 times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


Mtife,, • Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 
$29.95 


RAMBO® Knives 

Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives A 
used by Sylvester 
Stallone in the 
movies: 

First Blood, 

Rambo II & . y 

Rambo III. jf/0 


By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail with check, money order or credit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 1831 W. Algonquin Rd., #215, Mt. Prospect, 1L 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 
["Vour Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: 1708)640-7774 

RAMBO® First Blood 1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 SF1091 

14’ overall, 9" stainless I xr 

steel blade.#K 100 $89.95 . Numb er _ Description/Size/Color _Price 

RAMBO® First Blood, | 

Part II: 15-3/8" overall, 10" ■ -. . . —____ 

stainless steel blade. I 

#K101 $89.95 |---- 

RAMBO® III: 16" overall, ■ 

11” stainless steel blade. | _ _ __ ___ __ 

#K 106 $99.95 ■ _ Subtotal 


Each Knife 
comes with a 
top quality 
leather sheath! 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

New ThumbcufTs $9.95 


Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple. 

#1721 GO $9.95 


New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. 1 year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #310801 $19.95 

New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 
#310805 $89.95 


state _ Zip_ Phone 
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I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 16 

sein’s portrait, I saw Drake, an M203 
gunner who had been up there the 
whole time. Drake was from Jamaica 
and spoke with a distinctive accent. He 
looked faintly amused by the whole 
scene. 

“Drake, what’s going on?” I asked. 

“We started a damned rebellion! As 
soon as people heard that Americans 
had arrived, these guys started grab¬ 
bing AKs and attacking the govern¬ 
ment troops. That’s what all the fight¬ 
ing is about.” 

Several people ran over to the huge 
billboard of Hussein and began ripping 
it down with their bare hands. Others 
just paced frantically, chanting and 
muttering to themselves. I knew the 
crowd was emotionally on our side, but 
if something happened and they got 
mad at us, then we were outnumbered 
by nearly a thousand of them. 

“I don’t like this at all, man," Drake 
muttered. 

Finally we received word that we 
were pulling out. The rebels and gov¬ 
ernment troops had their own battle to 
fight, and we had no part of it. With 
mixed feelings, we boarded the trucks 
and left town the same way we had 
arrived. 

We heard a lot of reports about the 


fate of the rebels in Sod Ash Shuyakh. 
A week after we left, we heard the 
rebels had been attacked with chemi¬ 
cal weapons. We heard they were also 
being constantly shelled, and that 
many non-combatants as well as re¬ 
bels were being wounded. 

But there was nothing we could do. 
The cease-fire between the govern¬ 
ment of Iraq and the Coalition forces 
had been called, and we had to let the 
citizens of Iraq fight their own internal 
battles.^ 


GUERRILLAS 

Continued from page 59 

direction. In order to make time, we trot 
along the top of the trenches. Every once in 
a while, we need to tightrope walk on 
small planks that serve as bridges across 
the trench line, or tree trunks that span 
rocky ravines. I’m glad I left most of my 
junk back in the village, or I might be 
fishing it out of a ditch right now. 

Finally, we emerge from the jungle onto 
the front lines. Reinforced bunkers of 
dirt-covered timber and sandbags typify 
the architecture. A fence made from 
crisscrossed, sharpened bamboo spikes 
forms an obvious perimeter. A defoliated 
area on the other side of the fence 
separates the Karen trench line from what 


appears to be another trench line down the 
hill about 100 meters away. You can easily 
pick out small bridges and bunkers down 
there. That’s where the Burmese are. 

Welcome To No-Man ’s-Land 

The Karen lines are manned by no- 
nonsense, battle-hardened veterans 
covering a wide spectrum of ages. The 
look in their eye melts right through you. 
Everyone is fixated on the “killing zone” 
— the no-man’s-land between the 
trenches. No one really notices this white 
boy running around with cameras dangling 
from his neck, crawling around in the mud 
to get good close-ups and better angles. 

Every once in a while, my shots are 
interrupted by some of theirs — the crack 
of a rifle, or an exploding shell. Young 
boys, running around in longyis and 
flip-flops, are mixed in with veterans in 
cammies and jungle boots. There are also 
a whole bunch of wives out here. They 
follow their husbands to war and support 
them in combat, transporting water, food 
and ammo to the trenches. They smile and 
giggle when they see me. 

Just outside of a bunker, a young troop 
who I refuse to believe is older than 10, sits 
cross-legged on the ground, a folding stock 
AK-47 resting on his lap. On the back of 
one hand, the word “Love” is tattooed. 

Another young soldier with his M16 
comes running up the trail, full of 
schoolyard smiles. He and his buddy have 
just trotted in from a daylight patrol. It 


NIGHT VISION 


AFFORDABLE SEE-IN-THE-DARK TECHNOLOGY 


WHEN NOTHING BUT THE BEST WILL DO 
AN/PVS-4 STARLIGHT NIGHT VISION SYSTEM 

CURRENT STATE OF THE ART AN/PVS-4 
2ND GENERATION NIGHT VISION SYSTEM. 

This is the finest unit available today. 

We are the National Distributor for 
O.E.C., the current military contractor 
for 15,000 units of the AN/PVS-4. 

We can offer you the same unit the 
military receives. 

New—With Excellent Reconditioned Intensifier Tube 
$2,850.00 Add $ 15.00 for Reg. UPS-S30.00 for Next Day Air 

NEW—With New Intensifier Tube 



STARLIGHT WEAPON SIGHT/VIEWER 

<j\ ^ AN/PVS-2B 

ONLY ^O/, 

$1,695.00 ' 



First the Good News . .. We’re offering a 
fantastic price on Night Vision Equipment! 
The AN/PVS-2B, with its high performance 
nitrogen filled lens and high gain 25mm 
intensifier tube, is the best performing first 
generation scope issued in quantity to the 
U.S. Military. This versatile unit, with 
optional adaptors, can be weapon mounted 
or used for low light level photography. 


Now the Bad News . .. Quantities are limited. These 
"like new" Starlight scopes are selling fast at this low 
price, so order now to take advantage of this 
exceptional opportunity! 

Shipped with: Tripod/pistol grip adaptor, daylight lens 
cover, operating manual and batteries. Add $100.00 
for AR 15/M 16 mounting system. Other mounting 
systems are available, prices on request. Add $15.00 
for regular UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 


$3,895.00 Add $15.00 for Reg. UPS-$30.00 for Next Day Air 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 

We offer a full line of top quality products plus the unsurpassed service 
knowledge of night vision experts. We service and stand behind every 
product we sell. For more information on additional night vision systems, 
goggles, and viewers write or call: 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266 (215) 391 -9101 

Emmaus, PA 18049 FAX (215) 391-9220 

SEND $4.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 


e First Generation Reconditioned 6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY. 

Intensifier NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT 

e 4 X Magnification 
e Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming. Up to VSt mile for surveillance, 
depending on light level and terrain. 

This unit previously sold for $2,750.00. Due 
to an incredible buy on these reconditioned 
units, we are offering them at SI ,695.00, 
a savings of over SI,000.00! 

Excalibur gives you the COVERT EDGE at affordable prices! 



88 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


OCTOBER 91 





seems to be a game for them, much as 
snowball fights were for me and my 
buddies when we were that age. We 
accepted the reality of getting hit in the 
face, whereas they accept the reality of 
getting shot dead, or having a leg 
blown off. 

It’s just what you’re used to, I guess. 

It’s a cold, misty, morning when David 
and I leave Morpokay to go our separate 
ways. Our dugout canoe is waiting on the 
riverbank ready to ferry us back into 
Thailand. 

The mist is thick on the river and totally 
surrounds our craft with white puffy 
clouds. As we silently paddle through this 
dream-like vapor, I feel like I am leaving 
some magical fantasy land with characters 
right out of comic books — warriors and 
poets and wizards fighting a noble 
rebellion against demons and evil tyrants. 
David is the wizard, the dungeon master 
who has safely led me through the mazes, 
around the traps and past the dragons. 

When I get back to the States, it’s going 
to be hard to decide which of the realities 
is more real or more relevant — theirs or 
ours. Civilization is going to seem all so 
petty. 

Man, woman and child are literally 
fighting for their freedom in eastern 
Burma. Their whole existence is a 
mobilization of that struggle. Why does 
the West ignore them? What political 
expediency is responsible for the neglect? 
This is the kind of cause we are supposed 


to be supporting — the cause of honorable 
people fighting for democratic principles 
against a tyrannical dictatorship. What 
bigger national security agenda keeps 
them in neglect? Why have they been 
ignored? I still don’t get it. 

I reflect on a proud, optimistic remark 
Bo Mya made in my interview: “Arms and 
ammunition are important, but most 
important is the spirit of the people.” 

Peter Boczar is a Chicago-based freelance 
journalist who has completed assignments 
in more than 20 countries. His work has 
appeared in The Asian Wall Street Journal, 
The Chicago Tribune, The Boston Herald, 
and other leading newspapers 


IRA 

Continued from page 79 

small cadre, though, UDR personnel are 
recruited locally. They receive standard 
army training, equipment, and pay and 
allowances. They have, in other words, 
joined the army, but a very particular part 
of the army — one that guarantees they 
will be deployed in defense of their own 
backyard. 

All UDR members, in fact, live at home 
— there are no UDR barracks — a fact 
which makes them vulnerable. Of the 191 
UDR soldiers who have been killed during 


“the troubles,” 82% have been 
assassinated while off duty. 

In effect, what the UDR provides is the 
militia indispensable to a successful 
counterinsurgency campaign. Many, 
particularly among the full-timers, are 
former army personnel. Knowing well 
their home turf, they make a formidable 
addition to the British ranks. 

Likewise, the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC), the police force, is 
composed of locals. Grown to 8,250 
personnel supported by 3,000 full-time 
and 1,750 part-time reservists, it is the 
front line against PIRA — 277 of its 
number have died since 1969. Among the 
ranks, there is little doubt but that the cost 
is worth the end. 

“It’s important that we continue on with 
normal existence,” one senior police 
official commented. “The IRA says, ‘The 
war goes on.’ We must say, ‘Our lives go 
on.* You cannot be beaten into 
submission. It would be an unwise society 
that said, ‘We’ve had our 20 years, so 
we’ll give in to them.’ ” 

Innocent Victims 

As the police go about their duties, they 
know they are targets. Yet, as in all wars, 
it is the populace that takes the brunt of the 
conflict. Since 1969, the army has lost 428 
personnel; the UDR, 191; and the RUC, 
277. Civilian deaths far outnumber this 
sum, totalling 1,963. And while the 
wounded for the security forces are 4,547 
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U.S. RIFLE M14 
From John Garand to the M21 

The story of the M14 rifle is complex, tortuous 
and not often happy. It is nonetheless the story of 
the last true rifle ever fielded by the United Slates 
Army. A mastodon of interacting wood and metal, 
the last embodiment of the Yankee expression 
“Lock, Stock and Darrel”, which is used to this day 
to denote completeness or “the whole thing”. 

It’s also die story of die man, John Cantius 
Garand, whose rewards came in doing not receiv¬ 
ing. Among his numerous inventions were 54 
patents dealing with rifle and rifle production 
machinery designs. All were given freely to the 
U.S. Government and this resulted in his being a 
“working man”all his life. 352 pages, 246 illustra¬ 
tions; deluxe hardcover widi dust jacket and printed 
ndpapers. 11” x 97” 

Order No. C-729..$39.95 

THE BLACK RIFLE M16 Retrospective 
The whole story of this controversial rifle is told here in a sweeping study. 

At the time of this writing, the 5.36mm NATO M16A2 rifle is heir to world wide acceptance after a quarter-century 
of US service, longer than any odier US rifle in this century except die 1903 bolt-action Springfield. Its history has been 
far from one of calm acceptance, die M16 has sparked a curious and constant controversy: curious in that everyone has 
an opinion and defends it with great vigor, whether pro or con; and constant in the veritable flood of cjrper/pronoimcements, 
from a remarkable variety of sources, which flows unabated from the popular press. 416 pages, 441 illustrations and photos; 
deluxe hardcover with dust jacket and printed endpapers. 11“ x 97, 

_Order No. C-728.j.$47.50_ 



The FAL Series 

The FAL is a p;iradox. It cannot be described widiout 
resorting to superlatives, and yet it remains an enigma. 

It uses a cartridge developed in America and bulldozed 
tlirough to NATO adoption by American Ordnance, but the 
Americans no longer employ tills cartridge in an Infantry 
Rifle Concept. 

'Ilie FAL is used by more armies than any other rifle in 
the world; it is made and used my more countries than any 
other single weapon in history, yet it has never been battle- 
proven in a major conflict. 

The original FAL, as designed and manufactured by 
Fabrique Nationale in Belgium (FN), is made from metric, 
first-angle projection drawings. In this form it is, or was, 
also made under license by Argentina, Austria, Chile and 
Israel. As manufactured by FN itself, it is used by over 40 
countries. 

These three, 11” x 97,”, matched and hard cover vol¬ 
umes mark the 10th anniversary of this in-depth study of 
tlt'ts great weapon and include are completely revised to 
include more information and illustrations. When purchased 
as a set vou will receive the index described below FREE. 


The Browning High Power 
Automatic Pistol 

The most popular Collectors Grade Publication, re¬ 
printed in a new, expanded edition. Tills is the most 
complete history of the most succesful pistol ever made. 

Added to tills expanded edition are new sections cover¬ 
ing the ultra-rare Arginiiuian full-auto High Power machine 
pistol. The Isreali Kareen, the latest FN *MK3’ High Power 
and the new FN double-action *BDA9\ Plus the first words 
and photos on the revolutionary FN P90. 

262 pages, 306 illustrations 11” x 97’” Hard Cover 
Order No. C-738.$47.50 


The North American 
FALs 

Order No. C-724....S24.00 


The Metric FALs 
Order No. C-726.S60.00 


UK and 

Commonwealth FALs 
Order No. C-725.$36.00 


The FAL Scries Index 
Order No. C-727....S 10.00 


Other Collectors Grade Titles... 
Death From Above 
FG42-The German Paratroop Rifle 
200+ pages 200+ Illustrations Hardcover 

Order No. C-756...$39.95 

The Devil’s Paintbrush 
Sir Hiram Maxim’s Gun 

384 pages 482 Illustrations Hardcover 

Order No. C-757..$60.00 

The BREN Cun Saga 
A Study of the Legendary Bren Gun 
271 pages 285 Illustrations Hardcover 
Order No. C-759...$50.00 


DELTA PRESS 

P.O. Box 1625 DepL-SOF7 
El Dorado, AR. 71731 


$4 Shypj>mg & Handling to all orders 
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DEALERS!! 

BRITISH ARMY COMBAT CLOTHING 

S.A.S. SMOCKS, DESERT CAMOUFLAGE, WINDPROOF ARCTIC 
SMOCKS, CAMO COMBAT CLOTHING, TROPICAL UNIFORMS, 
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, LIGHTWEIGHT UNIFORMS, CAPS & 
BERETS 

COOKSON AND CLEGG HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURING FINE 
MILITARY CLOTHING SINCE 1926. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 


COOKSON £ CLEGG LTD. 


BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 

TELEPHONE: 0254 59876 FAX: 0254 682276 —P.O. BOX 11 
MOSLEY MILL, HUTCHINSON STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 3BX 


(army), 394 (UDR), and 2,947 (RUC), 
16,033 civilians are listed as having been 
injured. Clearly, they are on the receiving 
end of PIRA’s campaign. 

Nevertheless, such figures must be kept 
in perspective. Only in 1972 did deaths 
related to “the troubles” surpass traffic 
fatalities. Further, if all homicides are 
scaled against the size of the population, 
most recent figures (1986) show Northern 
Ireland at 7:100,000, a ratio below even 
that of Anchorage, Alaska, at 7.1:100,000. 
For comparison, Detroit and Washington, 
D.C., are at 60 homicides per 100,000 
people. To cap off this gruesome statistical 
game, it may be noted that in 1990, there 
were 76 deaths due to the terror campaign. 
By contrast, 185 people died on Ulster’s 
roads. 

However, the point of terror is not 
simply to kill and destroy but to frighten, 
to disrupt normal existence. That it does in 
Ulster very effectively. The team I have 
been accompanying on patrol is ample 
proof of that. Security personnel are 
everywhere. 

And what of the people? It is clear that 
there has been appreciable change in 
attitudes. “Even in the hard areas,” a 
British army officer said, “things are 
changing for the better. After 20-odd 
years, there is a growing war weariness.” 

Much is made by some of the “political 
economy” of the conflict; that is, of the 
socio-economic disparities which place 
the Catholic community on the lower end 
of the pecking order. Still, the desire of the 
downtrodden to better themselves does not 
necessarily translate into support for Irish 
unification. And of those who do support 
republicanism, many appear to do so only 
because it is a symbol for the dream of a 
better status in the world. Polls and 
anecdotal evidence consistently show a 
healthy proportion of Ulster’s Catholics, 
perhaps even a majority, see their future 
with Northern Ireland, not with the South. 

Likewise, support for PIRA has waned 
as the need for a self-defense force has 
receded. It will always be able to get a 
certain amount of acceptance, but the days 
when it could automatically count on a 
mass base are over. 

On the streets, of course, the task goes 
on. As the sun sets, the police continue to 
take their evidence at the machine-gun 
site. The boys still play, but even they 
appear to be growing weary. They call a 
few more names, then shuffle off. 

Later that day, back at my hotel, I turn 
on the news. Further south, three Catholic 
young people at a “mobile store” — a 
lunchwagon — have been riddled with 
pointblank automatic weapons fire in a 
savage Protestant paramilitary attack. A 
paramilitary communique states that the 
murders were in retaliation for the PIRA’s 
recent shooting of a policeman’s widow 
(the policeman himself had earlier been 
assassinated by PIRA). 

“According to the police, ,, the 
announcer reads, face impassive, “the 
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victims were mutilated virtually beyond 
recognition ... ” Some weeks later, PIRA 
would retaliate. No doubt someone, 
somewhere, would hold a victory 
celebration. 

PIRA makes much of its own deaths. 
Murals and impressive markers 
commemorate those who have fallen “in 
action.” Military-style funeral services are 
held, complete with berets and volley 
salutes. 

It is a lie. Shorn of popular support, the 
PIRA terrorists press on, seeking a 
republican Grail from which the people no 
longer desire to drink. 

Dr. Tom Maries, SOF’s Chief For¬ 
eign Correspondent , holds a Ph.D. in 
Political Science 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 22 

not and as this bullet does not deform, 
its performance is no better than G.l. 
ball, albeit at much greater cost. 

The 185-grain version of this bullet, 
with a velocity of about 1,000 fps, has 
a half-jacket and yaws 180 degrees 
during its travel through soft tissue 
ending base forward after penetrating 
22 to 23 inches. There is also a 
145-grain version without a half-jacket 
and with a flatter nose. Its performance 


is similar. The Devel bullet is a classic 
example of Fackler’s Law — a bullet’s 
effectiveness equals the reciprocal of 
its price. 

Hornady’s .45 ACP 200-grain JHP 
XTP load moves out at about 820 fps, 
penetrates more than 16 inches and 
exhibits elongate expansion (.48 x .63 
caliber). Black Hills uses the Hornady 
185-grain JHP XTP .45 ACP bullets at 
approximately 910 fps. It will penetrate 
up to 19 inches of soft tissue but 
expands to no greater than .53 caliber. 

In summary, Winchester’s new 230- 
grain JHP is clearly the best .45 ACP 
bullet. Hornady’s 180-grain JHP XTP 
load surpasses all others at this time in 
caliber .40 S&W. Both Winchester and 
Fiocchi’s subsonic 147-grain JHP 
loads are the best choice for those 
toting a nine mil. 

Some self-proclaimed authorities 
have criticized the use of 10% ord¬ 
nance gelatin at 4 degrees Centigrade 
as a substitute for autopsy reports. 
Yet, measurements of the bullet’s pen¬ 
etration depth are not normally found 
in these reports. Recently, Eugene J. 
Wolberg, senior firearms criminologist 
at the San Diego Police Crime Labora¬ 
tory, reviewed 27 shootings involving 
the Winchester subsonic 147-grain 
JHP bullet in which the bullet’s pene¬ 
tration depth had been included in the 
autopsy report. Only shots into the 
torso that remained in the body were 


included in the study. These were 
compared to this bullet’s performance 
in properly prepared tissue simulant 
and a close correlation was found. 

The widespread misinformation and 
lack of understanding concerning 
wound ballistics remains appalling. 
The International Wound Ballistics As¬ 
sociation (IWBA) has been founded to 
identify valid literature in this field, 
critically review wound ballistics litera-. 
ture and establish an easily accessible 
source of wound ballistics expertise. 

The IWBA is comprised of members 
possessing verified expertise in one or 
more aspects of wound ballistics and 
the IWBA publishes a journal, the 
Wound Ballistics Review. While its 
membership roster of both full mem¬ 
bers and technical consultants is lim¬ 
ited to those actively engaged in legiti¬ 
mate wound ballistics research, sub¬ 
scriptions to the Wound Ballistics Re¬ 
view are available to all those inter¬ 
ested in this important topic. Individual 
and institutional subscriptions are $40 
per year. For further information con¬ 
tact IWBA, Dept. SOF, 2830 D Pinole 
Valley Road #112, Pinole, CA 94564.^ 
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ALAMO 

Continued from page 63 

still with him was Jamil. The captain 
found it difficult to accept their 
helplessness. 

All day they had battled the odds. He 
refused to simply lie down now and wait to 
die. Above the bathroom door was the 
hatch of a small storage cupboard. Inside 
was a space a few feet square. It was barely 
enough. As he scrambled his men up into 
this cramped cubbyhole, Capt. Hamid had 
no hope that they might live. But he simply 
could not accept defeat. He intended to 
detonate his last grenade when the Iraqis 
discovered them, hopefully taking a few 
with him. 

No sooner were they squashed in, than 
the tank fire stopped. There was a brief 
silence before a rash of small arms fire 
splattered over the outside walls as troops 
rushed the buildings. They heard a few 
defiant shots and the muffled explosion of 
grenades from those defending the 
wounded in 25. Their own house echoed 
with the sound of Iraqis firing into the 
rooms, followed by a general tumult as 
soldiers tramped from room to room, 
looting and smashing. 

After what seemed an eternity, they 
heard voices beneath them. The captain 
held the grenade forward, against the hatch 
door. His finger clenched in the pin, his 
hands slippery with sweat. Beneath, there 


was disagreement. Each soldier 
volunteered the other to climb up and 
check the hatch. It seemed neither wanted 
to be the first to stick his head through the 
hatch doorway. Only inches away, the four 
men crushed together in the pitch darkness 
hardly dared breathe. 

After a long pause, they heard one of the 
Iraqis say their hatch was too obvious for a 
hiding place. The other concurred, and 
both soldiers moved on without bothering 
to investigate further. The men behind the 
hatch were engulfed with disbelief and 
relief. 

It was not until hours after all noise had 
ceased that Hamid and his men decamped 
cautiously, with stiffened muscles, into the 
dark night. The house was deserted. They 
reconnoitered the other houses. House 25 
was devoid of all life. The bodies of the 
wounded and their defenders lay dead and 
bloody on the rubble-strewn floors. They 
had been summarily executed. But in 24 
they found only the bodies of Khalid, Abid 
and Hajji, who had been killed outright 
earlier in the conflict. 

Reunion 

On a hunch, Capt. Hamid softly called 
out the name of the man left in command 
of the house, the ever-resourceful 
Achmad. Unbelievably, the hatch above 
the bathroom door slowly opened to reveal 
four drawn faces. 

Of the 20 men defending the three 
houses in the 12-hour battle of Algrane, 


three were killed outright in the fighting. 
The two men defending the wounded in 25 
were executed by the Iraqis, together with 
the seven surviving wounded. Incredibly, 
eight men, who refused to accept defeat, 
had survived. 

Peter Doug/as is a former Royal Marine 
and an experienced photojournalism 
During the past several years. Doug/as has 
been on several combat assignments for 
SOF, particularly in the Middle East.^% 


GRENADE 

Continued from page 35 

high-pressure chamber. The burning 
propellant creates a pressure of probably 
close to 35,000 psi within the chamber, 
causing the brass cup to expand outward 
and rupture at the 12 portholes. As the 
portholes rupture, the gases flow into the 
remaining interior of the case (now a 
low-pressure chamber). When the gases 
enter the larger chamber, the pressure 
drops to probably no more than 4,000 psi, 
which is enough to propel the grenade 
through the M26A2’s barrel and to the 
target. The grenade can be clearly seen on 
its flight to the target and in fact, almost 
seems to float downrange in slow motion, 
so I estimate the muzzle velocity to be no 
more than approximately 300 fps. 
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COMMEMORATE 

The proud showing of the U. S. troops 
along with those of the entire 
coalition forces in their success 

OPERATION DESERT STORM 


One of the most useful tools in every 
trooper's gear is the bayonet knife, and 
the new M9 Field Knife is one of the best. 

This knife has been chosen as a 
commemorative for all the personnel 
who participated in this valient effort!! 


The commemorative knife has 
the blade laser etched with 

OPERA TION DESERT STORM 1991 
"The Liberation of Kuwait” 

(In Arabic Language) 



On the Reverse Side of the Blade is a list of all participating countries: 

USA, KSA, KUW, UK, GCC, EGY, SYR, FR, ITL, CAN, PAK 


Order your commemorative knife today from 
CONDOR INTERNATIONAL, LTD. 

P.O. Box 61433 • Phoenix, Arizona 85082 
Tel: 602-968-2910 • Fax: 602-898-9063 
Fax your order or call 1-800-843-9754 
while supply lasts. 


Quantity:_ @ $149.00 each 

Add sales tax of 5.5% if in Arizona 

Add shipping & handling charges of $1.80 per knife 

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery 
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against your finger at the same rate your gun would fire if it were con¬ 
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DEALERS JUMP ON THIS! j 




The explosive package of the VOG-17 
has been retained. Overall length of the 
grenade and case is 130mm with a weight 
of 13.4 oz. The steel grenade body 
contains a steel fragmentation coil with an 
explosive filler of 95% RDX and 5% 
desensitized wax. RDX is British 
terminology for an explosive known also 
as Hexogen (Cyclo-trimethyline- 
trinitramine). Developed in the 1930s, 
RDX was the acronym for “Research 
Department Explosive.” A colorless, 
crystalline substance, RDX is too sensitive 
to be used alone in shells as it will explode 
at 240 degrees Centigrade and thus cannot 
be melted safely. The melting point is 
usually increased by wax so it can be 
press-filled into the shell. 

The aluminum-alloy fuze assembly is 
also that of the VOG-17, although whether 
of the earlier or current type is unknown at 
this time. Initially, the grenade is spin- 
armed and this explains the requirement 
for a 16-groove barrel which probably 
imparts a right-hand spin of close to 
40,000 rpm to the projectile. A copper 
rotating (or “driving”) band, (commonly 
encountered on artillery shells) press-fit 
into a groove at the base of the grenade 
body, is the only part of the shell that 
touches the rifling. Securely locked to the 
grenade body by incisions in the groove, 
the rotating band is engraved into the 
bore’s rifling grooves by the force of the 
propellant ignition. By following the twist 
of the grooves, the grenade is spun 
sufficiently to both stabilize its flight and 
arm the fuze. The fuze’s self-destruct 
mechanism is set-back armed and has a 
pyrotechnic burn of 24-26 seconds. 

VOG-26 rounds can be immediately 
distinguished by a bright blue color band 
around the fuze tip (although the FMLN 
handbook states the color code is red). The 
steel case is without a head stamp. 
However, the base of the grenade body is 
marked with the typical Soviet arrow, two 
Cyrillic letters and a two-digit number 
indicating probable manufacture in 1986. 
All fuze tips examined were stencil- 
marked with either “2C-A,” “2G-A” or 
“2H-A” codes. 

Throw-Away Grenade Launcher 

With the above in mind, let us return to 
the steel chamber sleeve that turned our 
specimen into a one-shot throw-away 
grenade launcher. The steel 30x28mm 
case is quite substantial with a wall 
thickness of about 0.8mm. When 
converted to a high-low propulsion system 
it is possible that the pressure generated is 
no longer sufficient for complete 
obturation to occur. Obturation is an 
artillery term for the sealing of the gun 
breech against the undesirable leakage of 
propellant gases when the weapon fires. 
Gas wash from a 30mm shell could more 
than just singe your moustache when fired 
from the shoulder. If the VOG-26’s low 
pressure is insufficient to push out the case 
wall enough to seal the chamber, it could 
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be that a free-traveling obturation sleeve 
was designed to thrust rearward and trap 
any blow-by. 

Inserting a new round would normally 
move the sleeve forward again to permit 
locking the barrel in battery. It doesn’t take 
long for the high humidity of Central 
America to corrode steel surfaces, 
especially those untouched by lubrication. 
It could be that this obturation sleeve (if 
that’s what it is) would no longer move 
freely because of rust. I have seen far 
worse examples of corrosion during my 16 
trips to El Salvador over the last nine 
years. 

Serial number of our test specimen was 
“0070.” I examined two other M26A2 
grenade launchers in the Airborne 
Battalion. They were a consecutive pair 
with serial numbers “8112” and “8113.” 
The chamber sleeve on the latter specimen 
was also extended rearward about 1mm 
and frozen in that position. These serial 
numbers would appear to indicate serial 
production in excess of 8,000. No more 
than several dozen have been captured in 
El Salvador. 

Our test specimen was confiscated on 
14 November 1990 during an ERE raid of 
an FAL (Fuerzas Armades de Liberation) 
safe house in Los Planes de Renderos, a 
suburb in the high cliffs above San 
Salvador. Also taken were two AKMs, 
dynamite, assorted ammunition 
(7.62x39mm, 5.56x45mm, 7.62x25mm 
.32 ACP and 28 30mm VOG-26 grenades) 
and propaganda. Arrested on the premises 
was a 19-year-old commandante with the 
nom de guerre of “Jose.” The equipment 
had been moved from Morazan to 
Chalatenango to the outskirts of San 
Salvador in anticipation of another FMLN 
offensive. 

All of the M26A2 grenade launchers 
that I examined had whatever factory 
codes or other indications of origin — that 
were marked on the left of the receiver 
above the trigger — obliterated by a center 
punch (the most effective method as it 
usually precludes chemical retrieval of the 
marks). As a consequence, we can only 
speculate about the origin. Because the 
30x28mm grenade has been utilized in the 
design, we can exclude all but a ComBloc 
country. 

Too Crude For ComBloc 

The launcher itself appears to be too 
crudely fabricated for any Eastern 
European source. That doesn’t leave many 
other choices, especially in Central 
America. I surmise its origin to be Cuba, 
which after four decades of Marxism 
cannot even produce a single-shot grenade 
launcher that performs with acceptable 
reliability. However, the high-low 
propulsion system is a bit too complex for 
Fidel and I believe it was designed by his 
Soviet comrades. We’ll probably never 
know for sure. 

In a storage room containing captured 
material, I found a two-section steel 


cleaning rod with a peculiar 30mm bore 
brush consisting of a steel-capped wooden 
spool with tufts of nylon bristles 
embedded in it. This also appeared to be of 
Third World origin, but duplicated the 
configuration of many ComBloc mortar 
and machine gun cleaning rods and 
brushes. 

Information from the FMLN instruction 
manual indicates the effective range of the 
M26A2 to be 250-300 meters with a 
maximum range of 600 meters. Since the 
sights are crude, I believe the effective 
range to be no more than 150 meters, 
although grenades of this type are area 
target, not point target, weapons. Because 
the grenade body is an elongated cylinder, 
instead of the more common spherical 
shape, the fragmentation pattern is lateral 
in configuration. As a consequence, this 
grenade is significantly more effective 
against enemy personnel than the U.S. 
40mm high-low propulsion grenade and 
has about three times the casualty radius of 
an average-sized hand grenade. 

Perceived recoil of the weapon is not 
overly severe and hit probability at ranges 
less than 150 meters proved to be 
acceptable. We experienced one dud round 
which was detonated with a round of 
Ml 18 Special Ball fired from a Steyr SSG 
at a range of 40 meters. After the forearm 
parted company from the barrel it was 
difficult to slide the barrel forward and 
rearward. After the steel chamber sleeve 
backed out, extraction became difficult 
and we were forced to drive the empty 
cases out of the chamber with a hammer 
and punch. 

The concept of a lightweight, easy-to- 
maintain, relatively compact, shoulder- 
fired grenade launcher that propels an HE 
antipersonnel round out to ranges of 150 
meters and beyond is appealing, especially 
so for low-intensity guerrilla warfare. The 
new Soviet 30x28mm high-low propulsion 
grenade is more effective than its U.S. 
equivalent. But, the M26A2 grenade 
launcher is poorly executed and is not 
reliable. 

Even more crude in appearance than the 
M26A2 is a locked breech, slide-action 
grenade launcher captured by Salvadoran 
army troops in 1988. Also chambered for 
the 30x28mm high-low propulsion 
grenade, this shoulder-fired weapon 
weighs 13 pounds and has an overall 
length of 40 inches. It has a heavy, forged 
and mill-finished receiver with wood 
furniture, a rubber buttpad and twin action 
arms. The flip-up rear sight can be 
adjusted for elevation in 50-meter 
increments from 100-300 meters. The 
tubular magazine under the barrel holds 
two rounds. The operating mechanism is 
that of a conventional slide-action 
shotgun. 

Although crudely fabricated, the 
complexity of the design is beyond the 
capabilities of the FMLN. The origin is 
unknown at this time. However, Cuba is, 
once more, a likely source.^ 
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REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 

There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees in 
Honduras. Our main activity the last few years 
has been sending medical and other supplies to 
them, and also to medical projects in Guatema¬ 
la and El Salvador. The need is still there. Too 
many people are dying for lack of simple medic¬ 
al care. 

Medical supplies of most types are still 
urgently needed. We can’t handle items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated or bulky 
items of equipment. Checks and money orders 
are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 

Please send letters and checks to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
C/O SOF Warehouse 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue 
Boulder, Colorado 80303 

All donations are tax deductible. Put a packing list with name and 
address of donor with each package, and indicate whether you 
wish to be listed as a donor in SOF. 
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498, Boulder, CO 80301 


NAME 
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Or call 1-800-800-7630 for faster delivery. 
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inches shorter than milspec and this 
undoubtedly permitted the firing pin stop 
to drop downward prior to complete 
rebound of the striker. It was replaced with 
a spring of the correct length manufactured 
by Wolff (Dept. SOF, 3936 Miller Rd„ 
Newtown Square, PA 19073; phone 215- 
359-9600). The sharp edge on the extractor 
claw was easily removed with a Swiss file 
and stone and this has been rectified on 
new production series pistols. 

To assure reliable feeding of JHP 
bullets, the frame’s feed ramp should be 
polished and the barrel “throated” by a 
competent pistolsmith. Trigger pull weight 
on our test specimen was a crisp, but 
slightly heavy 4.75 pounds. That’s not bad, 
but unfortunately, the more you shoot, the 
more trigger-sensitive you become. I 
would also lighten the trigger pull weight 
to about 3.5 pounds. No other 
modifications are required and for most, 
its performance out-of-the-box, as now 
manufactured, will suffice. 

For something less than 400 bucks you 
can buy a Norinco M1911A1 complete 
with two magazines, a cleaning rod with 
bristle bore brush, slotted-tip rod and a 
surprisingly well-written instruction 
manual. One of your alternatives is to 
spend about S200 more for a Colt Series 
80. That will include their despised firing 
pin safety, a plastic mainspring housing 
and trigger and a pistol that needs several 
hundred dollars worth of tuning. You 
decide.^ 


EXODUS 

Continued from page 53 

been catching up on my Z’s, the Kurds had 
sent a party down the road to check out the 
enemy position. The Iraqis had moved a 
heavy machine gun into place. More 
disturbing, the recon party thought they’d 
heard tracked vehicles. With RPGs, which 
they had, the Kurds could probably have 
held that gorge against tanks for an hour or 
so, maybe more, but by this time there was 
no one at our rear to hold it for. It was time 
to go. 

Retreating From Front To Front 

As we packed up and started moving, 
the Iraqis showed us how their machine 
gun worked. Once again, no one was hit, 
but it gave us encouragement to move. For 
the next several hours, we would retreat a 
little, until someone decided that where we 
stood was now the new front. Then the 
Iraqis would move up and we’d pull back 
some more. By 0500 we reached a 
crossroads where a few pickups were 
waiting. They agreed to take all the 
journalists about 20 minutes up the road to 
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the town of Sarsink. From there we hoped 
to figure out what had happened to the 
Kurdish Resistance in the last 36 hours. 
We got to Sarsink at dawn and went to 
sleep on the floor of an abandoned office 
building. 

I woke up in mid-morning and went 
looking for information. Where were 
Talabani and Barzani? Was there an 
organized front anywhere? Had Zakhu 
fallen? All anyone seemed to know was 
that Saddam’s army had hit Dahuk with 
tanks and helicopter gunships (in defiance 
of the American ban on Iraqi warplanes) 
and that now they weren’t far away, maybe 
a couple of hours. I went inside to wake up 
K and the others we’d crossed the border 
with. It was Monday, April Fool’s Day. 

We had no transport. The pickups in 
which we’d arrived had left after dropping 
us off. The four of us headed out on foot, 
joining what had become an apparently 
endless stream of refugees. People were in 
every imaginable kind of conveyance: 
dumptrucks, mule-drawn carts, 
wheelbarrows, you name it. We saw 
people fighting to get into the back of a 
garbage truck. The shortage of fuel was as 
critical as the shortage of vehicles. One 
guy was pouring kerosene into the tank of 
a late-model Mercedes. Anything to get a 
few more miles up the road. At the edge of 
town we got a lift for a mile or so with a 
man and his father in a Toyota sedan, but 
they weren’t going far. They were driving 
up and down the road looking for family 
members. The old man wept 
uncontrollably. 

After an hour of walking, a truck full of 
Peshmerga came by and offered us a lift. 
Before they reached us they must have 
passed thousands of their own people, but 
as soon as they saw foreigners, they pulled 
over. You might say they have a thing 
about hospitality. We climbed on board. 
The Peshmerga were headed for A1 
Amadiyah, the last good sized town before 
the Turkish and Iranian borders. There was 
going to be some attempt at a final stand. 
As we drove along, K and I counted the 
people walking along the road. We passed 
about 200 a minute for hours, then there 
were too many to count. By day’s end, I 
estimate we saw a quarter of a million 
refugees. 

In A1 Amadiyah, we went looking for 
the Peshmerga commander, hoping he 
could find us further transport. He was in 
an office on the second floor of the town 
hall, now taken over by the rebels. The 
streets were full of refugees. Men with 
weapons were aimlessly milling about 
everywhere. Clearly, no one was really in 
control of the city, but we tried the 
commander anyway. He said he’d see 
what he could do, but made no promises. 

Someone Must Pay 

While we were waiting to see what that 
would amount to, first one, then another 
heavy truck pulled up to the town hall. 
Immediately, the crowd in the street 


started yelling. The trucks were both full 
of men with blindfolds and their hands tied 
behind their backs. They were Iraqi secret 
police (or people unfortunate enough to be 
mistaken for them) who’d been captured 
by the Kurds. By this time nearly everyone 
knew that there was no hope of resisting 
the Iraqi government’s advance on 
Kurdistan, and everyone feared the worst 
once Saddam’s forces arrived. Before that 
happened, however, someone was going to 
pay. “Someone” as in the 82 prisoners on 
those trucks. 

Revolution in general, and in the Middle 
East in particular, is a hard ball game. If 
you lose, you lose it all. We climbed up on 
the roofs of the trucks to get a better look 
in back. Even in open air, the smell was 
horrific. It was a combination of piss, shit, 
vomit, sweat and blood; everything that 
could come out of a human body was 
coming out of these guys. Wherever they’d 
been confined, there had obviously been 
no water for bathing. 

The crowd pressed in on the trucks, 
screaming for blood. The blindfolded 
prisoners were white with fear. The trucks 
pulled out; they were going to take a 
victory lap before depositing their 
passengers at a local prison. We made a 
circle, all around the town, everywhere 
surrounded by howling crowds of Kurdish 
refugees or soon-to-be refugees. The 82 
prisoners were concrete symbols of their 
boss, Saddam Hussein, the man who’d 
used poison gas against Kurdish women 
and children in 1988, killing thousands. 
They were concrete symbols of the sinister 
force once again stalking the Kurds 
(and us). 

At the prison, the men were unloaded 
one by one, still blindfolded, mostly 
barefoot, and led up steps strewn with 
broken glass and into the jail. Some were 
weeping, some pleaded for mercy, but 
most of them just kept silent and allowed 
themselves to be dragged inside the 
building they’d never leave alive. 

This was the same building where some 
of them had probably taken other people, 
the same building where some of their 
Kurdish captors might in turn be taken 
only a few hours later. I asked a man 
standing at the door of the prison what 
would happen to the prisoners. “They will 
be tried and then,” he added, smiling, 
“they will be punished!” 

Patrick O’Donnell is an experienced 
combat reporter who can be found 
wherever there are hot spots in the world. 
Last we heard he was on his way to 
Yugoslavia^ 


INSIDE THE IRA 

Continued from page 73 

warnings rather than panic commuters 
over what they thought may have been a 
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hoax. The British also put noncombatants 
in harm’s way by building barracks in the 
midst of civilian housing, using locals as 
human shields. 

Cars are hijacked for transport to the site 
of an attack, to carry a bomb, or to be used 
as a scout car equipped with a police 
scanner in advance of an assault vehicle. 
Members wear masks if an attack will take 
place in a situation where identification 
could result. Otherwise, boiler suits and 
gloves are worn and cars are burned 
afterwards to destroy evidence. 

Escape routes are well-planned and IRA 
members usually get away, despite 
saturation of an area by British Security 
Forces immediately after an attack. The 
IRA is more cautious than any other 
guerrilla organization about risking the 
lives of its members, thus deterring its 
effectiveness. 

But it does push that ethic to its limits, 
and has boldly penetrated the tightest 
security. In September 1990, IRA 
members set up a roadblock at Killeen on 
the South Armagh border within full view 
of two army watchtowers and removed a 
leading detective of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) from a van. They 
calmly marched him away and he was later 
executed. 

Ambushes in cities are staged by taking 
over houses and holding occupants 
prisoner until British soldiers pass. They 
warn civilians to avoid being near soldiers 
lest they be caught up in an attack. 

As many as 80% of IRA operations have 
been abandoned because of danger to 
non-targets (25% of IRA victims have 
been noncombatants, as compared with 
55% for British forces and 90% for loyalist 
paramilitaries). The IRA does not engage 
in random tit-for-tat killings of ordinary 
Protestants in retaliation for loyalist 
attacks on Catholics. 

Targets And Tactics 

Targets change at the direction of the 
Army Council. In 1985, a campaign of 
leveling barracks and intimidating 
contractors who tried to rebuild them was 
initiated. The Dublin-Belfast railway has 
been frequently disrupted in the last two 
years in order to draw soldiers out of 
barracks to deal with the bombs. With 
barracks, soldiers, and transport so heavily 
armored in the North, the IRA has taken to 
attacking the British army elsewhere, 
where it is more vulnerable. Engaging the 
Irish Republic’s Security Forces is 
forbidden. 

Tactics often show great skill, but 
sometimes are strategically stupid. 
Assassinating Margaret Thatcher may 
have been popular, even with some in 
Britain; assassinating John Major during 
his honeymoon period at the height of 
British patriotic fervor over the Gulf War, 
however, would have been unwise. 

IRA operations rely on its intelligence 
apparatus, the impressive track record of 
which is the result of information gathered 
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mostly from sympathizers. Unfortunately, 
dependence on tips from locals has led to 
the deaths of several dozen people who 
were mistakenly believed to still be with 
the British Security Forces. 

There is more unreliable information 
out about IRA financing than any other 
aspect of the group, and James Adams’ 
book on the subject is a classic example of 
British intelligence disinformation. 

After investigating, I can state with 
certainty that the IRA does not own the 
West Belfast taxi service or drinking 
clubs, is not involved in tax evasion 
schemes on building sites, nor the pirating 
of videos. The most pervasive myth 
surrounding the IRA is that it extorts 
protection money from businesses. But the 
BBC could find no such evidence in 
preparing a documentary on the subject, 
and when a Belfast paper asked anyone 
victimized in this way to contact it, there 
was no response, even anonymously. I 
checked out numerous claims and found 
not a shred of evidence. 

One prominent businessman in the 
Republican stronghold of Crossmaglen, 
who is not a member of Sinn Fein, laughed 
at the claim of protection money. 
“Anyone who knows our area understands 
that contributions are given quite 
willingly,” he said. “No pressure is 
necessary. If the IRA tried to extort 
money, word would get around and 
support would disappear.” 

The IRA may own some legitimate 
businesses, but there has never been a lot 
of loose money to invest, and anyone who 
starts a business must account for where 
the funds came from. Illegal slot machines 
have never been a big factor. Smuggling 
across the 375-mile border goes on, but 
this is not an IRA operation. 

The IRA no longer robs banks and post 
offices in the North, and now rarely in the 
South, though some “soft” targets 
occasionally get hit. The IRA sometimes 
counterfeits various currencies but this is 
not done extensively lest it harm its 
arms-buying credibility. As one leader 
said, “If the British really knew where the 
money was coming from, they would cut 
it off.” 

Individuals provide much of the IRA’s 
finances, and collections are periodically 
made from the Irish Diaspora. Even 
though Irish groups in Britain are heavily 
infiltrated by British intelligence, more 
money seems to come from there than 
from the United States, which provides 
very little to the IRA’s coffers. 

Colonel Khadaffi has been another 
contributor, though the IRA allows no 
strings to be attached to its donations. 
Libyan aid has always been clearly 
exaggerated. (Libya also was the only 
foreign government the Secretary for 
Northern Ireland told me he believed was 
aiding the IRA.) 

After a thorough investigation, I can 

Continued on page 106 
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How to make them yourself 


CRUSADER ARBALEST 

Twice the power of modern crossbows. 

!!! Build in a day Hi 


9 FREE of cost 9 

16 DEADLY WEAPONS 

— the most efficient killing tools 
throughout history can be made easily 
with our comprehensive manual. 

SURVIVE ANYWHERE! 


Send $19.95* The Primitive Group, Inc. 

plus $2.05 S&H to Dept. A 

'PA residents add P.O. Eott 197 

si .20 tax Shrewsbury, PA 17361 







9 fil 10 B 11 



I. 1833 Dragoon Saber.159.99 

2.1860 Cavalry Saber.99.99 

3. 1850 Foot Officer's Saber.224.99 

4. CS Cavalry Officer's Saber.299.99 

5. Nashville Plow works.224.99 

6. 1861 Naval Cutlass.159.99 

7. 1862 US Army Officer's Non-Reg. 299.99 

8. 1850 US Staff & Field Officer's. 224.99 

9. 1840 US NCO Sword_134.99 

10. 1902 Army Off. Presentation Sword 399.99 

II. 1840 Musician's Sword.129.99 

12. CS Foot Officer's Sword (Memphis) 199.99 
Prices may change without notice. Color Catalog 
5.00. MC/VC/AMEX/CK/MO accepted. 
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ISRAELI 

STYLE! 


Travel to Israel for 14 days. Experience 
desert warfare and learn combat 
shooting techniques as taught by the 
masters. 

This is both a vacation and an oppor¬ 
tunity for men and women of all ages 
to engage in realistic combat training, 
meet people with similar interests and 
visit some of the most significant 
historic and religious sites in the world. 

• Learn the Israeli Security Forces 
combat handgun shooting technique 

• Travel in the desert and meet 
nomadic tribesmen 

• Shoot the full auto uzi used by the 
Israeli military 

• Visit Jerusalem, Galilee, the Dead 
Sea, Fortress of Masada, and more 

• Meet elite Israeli troops 

• Participate in military-style desert 
maneuvers directed by professionals 

For a free brochure with complete 
information call: 407-835-0712 
FAX 407-835-0145 or write: 

Sahara International 
P.O. Box 6985 

West Palm Beach, FL 33405 0985 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” ^ 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Modal 

K99-A 


/ 4^/^ Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
/Full tang one piece construction. Lealh- 
'er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed It Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT BK-10-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


ORIGINAL U.S. SERVICE RIFLES 
SPRINGFIELD ^ 

MODEL 1903 
CAL. 30.06 


$349.95 


overseas Government 
Depot, in storage lor over 40 
years. Riltes are arsenal relinisbed. 
f Ordnance barrets (dated in the 40s) 

" are tike new Type C Walnut replacement 

" slocks are un-used These high number '03s 
are magmlicent and probably the last ottered. 

$1.00 Brings you Ihe Fed Ord Gazette, more 
details on ‘03s. and 32 pages of surplus guns, 
ammo, bayonets, parts and accessories. 


To order, send check or M,0. in lull or send $50.00 deposit 
lor C.0.D Send FFL or advise, and we will ship to conve¬ 
nient FFl near you (no extra cost lo you). 


AWESOME 

AMMUNITION 


FOR FUN 

FOR SPORT 

FOR SELF DEFENSE 

TRACERS • EXPL0SING BULLETS 
SUBSONIC • BEEHIVE™ • MULTIPLEX™ 
FLAMETHROWER • 12ga DUSTBUSTER 
HEAVYWEIGHT • 12ga STRUNG BUCK 
12g BLOCKBUSTER • 12ga BUCK & BALL 
ANNIHILAT0R-X • & MORE. 

CALL OR WRITE FOR 




Federal Ordnance Inc. 

1443 Potrero Ave. So. El Monte, CA. 91733 Dept. SOF 
Tel: (818) 350-4161 FAX [818] 444=3875 


ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOG 


CROWN SPECIALTY CO. 

DEPT. SFF, P.O. BOX 17 
ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 
( 205 ) 368-8652 

*BEEHIVE and MULTIPLEX are trademarks of Pom Plus Enterprises. Inc. 


SAl- 6 * 

ALL STEEL 


i&H&K/ 
VALMET 76-78 



VISA-MC 

30 DAY UNCONDITIONAL 
WARRANTY*- ONE YEAR 
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 

1$05 W. Sack Dr., Phoenix, AZ 66C£7 

TOLL FREE! 1 * 800 - 736*8018 


TYi/T^w: 


Max/Capacity Products inc. 

Manufacturers ol Magazines ana Accessories lortne Worlds Finest Firearms 


ARMY-NAVY ^ m 

AIR FORCE-MARINES 

PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World's 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi¬ 
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 
Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

„ T-J JEWELRY CO. 

8ox 2730 SJ1 Apache Junction. AZ 85217 

HvCcrMOT* to AOyll NllUry Jwww*r»| 


HOW TO BUY GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 
AND SEIZED MERCHANDISE 

DIRECT! 

Everything from Empty Cartridge Cases to 
Boats & Autos, from Tents to Planes, from 
Canteens to Real Estate, and much, more! 
All in one complete booklet! 

Now, you can have the inside tract on REAL Government Bargains! 
Learn how to cut through all the red tape and get directly to the proper 
Government Agency for all the bargains you want! 

Learn how to get your name on mailing lists for upcoming sales! 
Learn exactly what's required so you're not caught short on sale day! 
Why buy through a dealer when you can share in the bonanza and 
buy direct yourself? $1 Q Q _ h$2 00 s & H 

_ uniy 13.3J (allow2weeks 

Wm: CALL 1-800-323-3933 delivery > 

Or, send check or money order for $21.95 to: 
ZACA Publishing 
RO. Box 313, Agawam, MA 01001 


FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 


Select From 

□ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

□ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 

ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

, □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

□ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 

i DNAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 

□ ARMY □ MESS W/THE BEST 

□ NAVY DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AIR FORCE □ AMERICA LOVE IT 

□ MARINES OR LEAVE 

□ COAST GUARD □ SPECIAL FORCE'S 

IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 
P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 
Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 


City, State, Zip_ 

Viet Nam Veteran Owned 
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WHY PAY MORE? 

Save With These 
CLOSEOUT SPECIALS!!! 

Swiss Army KnHe 
Stainless Steel, 3 1/4” knife 
is 12 tools in one. 
#105 S10.95 

All-Purpose Lantern 
Features both Fluorescent 
light and signal light w/twin 
flashers. Use batteries &/or 
plug into cigarette lighter. T , 

#107 517.95 _ Survival Tool 

g ■ ftpr* Features a cutting edge, 

f *SJ i 1 * nch sca,e < saw blade, can 

/ f 1 opener, wire stripper, com- 

j pass & file. Includes case. 

1, * #10957.95 

Stun Um 

Chemical Defense Weapon 
Fast, simple and easy to use. 

Effective on animals and per¬ 
sons. No need to open carry¬ 
ing case to operate. 

#111 (A) 14gm 515.95 
(B) 22gmS19.95 


E.G. ETC. 

PO Box 44142-Los Olivos, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Yes, Please send _#106 _#107 

(Indicate Quantity) 

_#109 _#111 

Enclosed, please find my_check or_M 

for $ _plus $2.50 P&H for each item 

Total Amount Enclosed $_ 


CA, NY, Ml add approp. sales tax. 



MASS MURDERS & 
THE MAFIA FAMILY 

TRADING CARDS 

40 different cards in 
each Specially Boxed 
collector set. A unique 
investment opportunity! 

Mass Murderer set 
contains original artwork 
of infamous criminals 
and psychos while the 
Mafia Family card set 
features RARE photos on 
the front. Card sets have bios 
and history on back. M . w . 



Mail Check or Money Order To: 
MOTHER PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. Box 325, DEPT. SF 
Atwood, California 92601 



$9.95 PER SET, 
PLUS $2.00 
SHIPPING 


The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife... 


^ Special Sale! 

Both for $39.95 

Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with the original In 
mind. 14-3/4" overall with an unbelievable 10-1/4" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade, Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggest toothpick knife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12-1/4" double-edged blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Send check or money order for immediate shipment! Add 
$3.00 for shipping. 111. residents add 7% tax. Visa/MC call 
Toll-Free 1-800-843-4105. fn Illinois 1-800-225-2501. 
Money back guarantee if not pleased! 

Batard Cutlery Dept SF-1091 
1495 Brummel Ave., Elk Grove, IL 60007 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
11-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /i lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


Plug in 


to the 

_Power 

(o solar 

POWER 

STATIONS- 

Complete, pretested SPS™ 
units, ready for delivery 

• No kits, no assembly 

• Two to five kilowatts of 
continuous output one 
hour after uncrating 


Solar Power Stations 
4110 SW 34th Street, Suite 15 
Gainesville, Florida 32608 
Telphone: (904) 373-3220 


pracv? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eiiminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 


■ Privacy from Taxes i 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MOREI 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 


Nomadic Living 



EDEN PRESS I 

11623 Slater "C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

(California residents please add 6% sales Ux.| 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name_ __ 

Address _ 



Basic Locksmith 


Techniques 



INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• Instruction Manual 

• Catalog 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 + 2.50 

handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

-OR- 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 

Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 

2100 Roswell Road 
Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 
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INTERNATIONAL' COMBAT TRAINING 



COURSES: 

★ Commando ★ Counter Terrorism 

★ Airborne ★ Raid/Rescue 

★ Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 

★ Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 

★ Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 

★ Machineguns/Suppressors 



BRIGAGE SECURITY FORCES 

RT. 1 BOX 246-37, DEP-T. SOF 
MOORESVILLE. NC 28115 USA . 
CATALOG S3.00 .cash only. PHONE:' (704)663-4267 


ROBABURGLAR 

OF HIS SUCCESS. 


Secret Rooms, 
Secret ^ 
Compartments 


How you can design them to protect your 
guns and other valuables. “If a thief can¬ 
not find them...he cannot steal them". 

A design manual. 80 pages. 45 drawings. 

Send $29.95 phis $3.00* p&h to: 

SECRET ROOMS. P.O.Box081104, Racine, W1 53408. 

* Wisconsin residents add $1.65 sales tax.__ 



r*TTT\T PARTS 

^Jl %J <U CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #16CATAL0G 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. AS00+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SURFACE FOREIGN -$10.9$ U.5- $C95 
AfftM AML WRITE FOR QUOTE send 9 


GUN PARTS CORP. BOX SF10 W. HURLEY, NY 12491 

914-679-2417 FAX 914 6795849 


Write or Call For Our 
“Free” Catalog 

PULLOVER PARKA 



Pullover Parka is available in several 
wind-resistant, water-repellent and breathable 
50/50 fabrics. Full sized attached hood with 
draw string closure and draw cord adjustments 
at waist and hem. A large hidden zipper closed 
front chest pocket with flap. Long sleeves with 
Velcrcf closure adjustable cuffs. Full cut for 
better maneuverability and to be worn as an 
over-garment, so order one size smaller if it is to 
be worn alone. Sizes: S(37-41"), M(41-45”), 
L(45-49”) 1 XL(49-53”), XXL(over 53”). Colors: 
6 -color Desert, 3-color Desert, Woodland Camo, 
Black, Navy, Olive Drab Green, Tiger Stripe, 
Off-white, and Treebark. 


Mail proper amount plus $4.95 (double for Canada) 
(TN residents add 7.75% sales tax) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY 
DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
in TN (615) 588-5945 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 



THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout (he world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The “HOUND DOG” is a wise investment lor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden m the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the ‘HOUND DOG" 

The “HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minules The “HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc . 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The “HOUND DDG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc, the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise In the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for seveial times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


Probe - 


lunches' 


SIZE. 1.6x24x8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Marry times more powerful than other transmtten. 
Transmits up to ¥• mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit up to 9V battery (not tr»d.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 Of send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


f PHOTO 
CARD 
KITS 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

Our Professional quality, 

laminated photo cards will 

amaze your associates! We 

provide the cards, plastic 

laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 

E hoto. Your photo Card can 

e finished in the privacy of 

your home! The result is a 

distinctive, professional 

system! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 

"£*$ 4.95 

Select 



C203 Bail Enforcement Agent 
From These Kits: 


C04Q Bounty Hunter 

Cl 3 □ Special Investigator 

C45D MAC-V (CIA), #1 

C60 □ MAC-V(CIA), #2 

C14LIOCB 

C52 □ Air America Pilot 

C01 □ Press Card 

C50 □ Phoenix Program 

C49 □ Delta Force 

C25 □ Parachutist, Certified 

C26 □ SCUBA, Certified 

C07L) Weapons Specialist 


C06 □ 
C41 □ 
C212Q 
C46 □ 
C47 □ 
C18 □ 
C03 □ 
C17 □ 
C11 □ 
C02 □ 
C12 □ 
C51 □ 


Mercenary 
Intelligence Officer 
Official Press 
Special Forces 
Seal Team 
Pilot 
Security 

Int’l Drivers Permit 
Private Investigator 
Bodyguard 
Security Consultant! 

Special Operations 


$ 11.95 


£ $ 19.95 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

220 Carroll Street Box 5950-SY 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 
COLOR CATALOG $2.00 OR FREE WITH ORDER 


City/State/ZIP _ 


_ Exp. Date _ 


V Q □ □ O 24-hour order No. 318-222-2970 - 

VISA M/C CHK MO Fax * 318-869-3228 M 


Iraqi 

Mobile Missile 
Launcher 

The Hottest Humor currently 
going around is now available in 
Silver Bullion. 


Front Back 



One Troy Ounce .999 Fine USA Silver 


$ 19.95 

Postage Paid 

For $19.95 you receive 1 oz. of Silver Scud Bullion plus 
a FREE presentation case. We pay Postage & Handling. 
Allow 3-5 weeks for delivery. (WA Res. add 8.2% Sales 
Tax or $1.64 for each item ordered). 


Please send me_Iraqi Mobile Missle 

Launchers for $19.95 each. Mail Checks or 
Money Orders to: 

Hulett Packet 

14241 Woodinville-Duvall Rd. Suite #283 
Woodinville, WA 98072 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip code_ 
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The 
Strongest 
Sharpest 
Knives in 
the World 
Are Just 
a Phone- 
Call Away 


A DESERT STORM 
FAVORITE: $59.95 
Sugg. Retail. 



See over 35 exciting blades in full 
color. Prices from $10 to $275, 
and all tremendous value for 
money! Call for free catalogs: 

COLO STEEL 

800 / 258-1655 


Sam to 5pm PDT. You must be over 18. 


DESERT STORM 
RING 

A Great 
Welcome Home 
Gift! 



Alpha Two 
Tone Gold (Red 
Stone) $54.95 

Birth Stone 
available $9.00 
extra 

Send Order to: 

(Include Ring Size) 

BUSHPILOT 
P.O. Box 541384 
Dallas, TX 75354-1384 LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

Listing of other service rings at same price available upon request 



AFFORDABLE 

LEGENDS... 

THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your local ^ 
dealer or send 
$2.00 for color 
catalog. 


We're 
proud to 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
caliber legends, 


AutoOrdnance Corporation 

Hr., £F-1g West Hurler. NY 1Z491 679-733^ 


NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firealms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZI and Galil 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETME C3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique Nationals FN/FAl, FN/LAR and FNC 

8. FAMAS MAS223 

a Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Valmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. ArmaJite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 

1. UZI 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 

1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 

1 Encom CM-55 
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definitely say the United States-based Irish 
Northern Aid organization has never 
provided the IRA with any funding. The 
real answer to financing is: The IRA is 
cheap to run. It has most of the arms it 
needs for the foreseeable future and is only 
paying operational expenses of volunteers 
at the moment. There are no “godfathers ' 9 
living richly off the hauls of subordinates. 

One of the big lies of British 
intelligence has been to paint IRA 
members as ordinary criminals without 
patriotic motivation, a smear that should 
have been buried with the 10 Republican 
prisoners who died on a hunger strike in 
1981 trying to achieve POW status for 
their comrades — something the Mafia 
would not have done. 

Prospects For Peace 

The war continues because Northern 
Protestants (60% of the population) want 
to remain part of the U.K. and the mostly 
Catholic Irish nationalists want the 
northeastern six counties of the island 
reunited with the Irish Republic. 

Respect for the majority is hardly a 
sacrosanct principle with the British 
government. Britain denied independence 
to Ireland in 1918. It forced counties with 
Catholic majorities into the new Northern 
statelet in 1921. Direct rule was imposed 
from London in 1972. And the Anglo-Irish 
agreement was opposed by 70% of the 

Continued on page 112 
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HERE LIES 


"DEATH FROM WITHIN" HARD DROP CAFE T-SHIRTS 
(M.L.XL) $15ppd (XXL add $2): \AAD-SOF, Box 7682 The 
Woodlands TX 77387-7682. (172) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE Fall Catalog of 
Genuine Military Issue Camouflage Uniforms from over 35 
Countries! Catalog $1.00 I.M.S., Box 21606 Denver, CO 80221 
(168) 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1000 entries completely cross- 
referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the information 
jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2x11 hardcover volume. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, PO Box 
2630-E. Landover Hills. MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders can 
24 hours, (800) 448-6280. (168) 


APPAREL 


Address_ 


City_State_Zip_ 


The School of Bookkeeping and Accounting 

DepLALI 71 ■ 2245 Perimeter Pk. * Atlanta, GA 30341 


LEARN BOOKKEEPING/ 

ACCOUNTING 80,000 successful 

Students. FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542. 


SOVIET UNIFORMS & INSIGNIA. Camouflage. Equipment 
etc ..America's Largest Supplier. Catalog $1.00 A.H.A., Box 
21606 Denver. CO 80221 (168) 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe¬ 
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 


EMBLEMS OF EXCELLENCE 


KGB I.D. POliOS 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion —$40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm, U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON¬ 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR .SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


^STADRI 57 SE LEROY ST NYC 10014 


NO MORE!! 

LET PEOPLE KNOW HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT GUN CONTROL 


GUN 

CONTROL 

REST IN PEACE 

21‘Kl.l Ho (Titian Way. Ca.ro Valky. C A, *WMft 


$12.95 T-SHIRT 
$16.95 SWEATSHIRT 
+ $2.00 S&H 


MADE IN THE VS A. 
BY A GUN OWNER 
WHO WANTS THE 
ISSUE PUT TO REST 


100% COTTON T’S & 
50/50 SWEATSHIRTS 
COLOR DESIGN 


•These shocked the CIA! They were ILLEGALLY produced 
I for Russian black market use! Each is bound inside a I 
I rigid, red, folding I.D. case. The case is embossed with I 
|the cyrilic letters of the KGBi The inside (shown above)! 
I is printed on a special security paper used exclusively by I 
| the KGB. Each folio is blank and comes with complete i 
I instructions! No shipments to USSR! For H istorical Use Only! | 
l No. Z30..$29.95; Money Back Guarantee!-VIsa/MC OK! 


KM r* 220 Carroll St.'Box 15950-SFK 

NIL/. IRC. Shreveport, LA 7li135-!5950 

(318)j222_-j970 F; AX, (318) i869-3228 I 


BRAMHAM ENTERPRISES INC. 

Radio Communications Equipment 
Scrambling, Encryption, Frequency Hopping 

1795 Donna Lynn Drive, Suite 250 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080 

(800) 548-6628 (404) 436-8833 FAX VISA/MC 


SEND CHECK OR M.O. TO: 
NO MORE !! ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 20307 
CASTRO VALLEY, CA 94546 


DANNER BOOTS 


DANNER BOOTS 


Uniform, Hunting 
and Hiking 

0 Fort Lewis 
0 Olympic 
0 Acadic 

Reconditioned most sizes 
available $65 and up. 

Paul (503) 621-3766 


DESERT STORM 


13" Hand Cast Plaque 


Polyester Reproduction of 
Original Mahogany Carving 
I Hand Finished in Oak or 
I Antique White. 

$36.00 +$4.00 S&H 

State Oak or White Finish 


Scheldt Woodcarving & Design 

1213 W. Market Center Dr, 

High Point, NC 27260 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect properly Win custody 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press. Box 8410-DD Fountain \6lley, CA 
92728. (168) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401-Z. Secaucus, NJ 07096. (180) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Vkieocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata¬ 
logue: $3. Collector’s Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfieid, Quebec. 
H9W5T8. (176) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books and videos available for men 
of action and adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin Press, PO Box 
1307-1 GOT Boulder. CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (170) 

“HOME FALLOUT SHELTER" Complete book for building a 
nuclear fallout shelter inside the average home basement. Book 
includes all designs, step-by-step construction directions, and 
required material lists for building five different shelters. Send 
$12.00 ppd. SMS Publishing, Box 3520, Dept. SOF, Ann Arbor, 
Ml 48106. (168) 


CHEATING - SHORTCUTS TO SUCCESSIBend the rules in 
card games, tests, more! Hilarious new book! $9.95 to Zeus 
Enterprises, PO Box 321, Oaklyn NJ 08107. (168) 

ARRIVE ALIVE. TONY SCOTTI S COMPLETE COUNTERAM¬ 
BUSH-ANTITERRORIST DRIVING COURSE. Heres a crash 
course in recognizing and escaping ambushes on the road 
before they become unsolvable and deadly emergencies. 
Action-packed footage shows high-speed turns, braking and 
ramming. Actual assassinations are analyzed for how the killers 
exploited weaknesses in security. Color, approx. 58 min., VHS 
only. Send S63.95ppd to Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-1JOK, 
Boulder CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (170) 

ADVENTURERS! LIVE IN TROPICAL PARADISE HIDEAWAY 
featured on “60 Minutes" on $350.00 a month! Details $1. 
Paradise. 1420-SF Steeplechase, Dover. PA. 17315. (168) 

UNIQUE BOOKS - 500 title catalog. Send $1.00 to: Excalibur 
Press. Dept. 212 Box 2699. Wilmington DE 19805. (168) 

THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK OF COMPUTER VIRUSES- get 
the latest in electronic warfare - complete with four working 
viruses that you can use now! 185 pages. $14.95 postpaid, or 
free brochure for SASE. American Eagle Publications, PO Box 
41401, Tucson AZ 85717. (168) 


ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS 


AIRBORNE T-SHIRT S-XXI $11+$3 POST 

IDF WEBBING. HELMET. INSIGNIAS. UNIFORMS. T-SHIRTS 
CATALOG $2 (FREE WITH T-SHIRT ORDER) 

IMP P.O.B. 31006, TEL AVIV 61310, ISRAEL 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


INVENTIONS NEW PRODUCTS WANTED: We are a full 
service marketing and patent development company. For free 
information call TLCI 1-800-468-7200 24 hours/day — USA/ 
Canada. (168) 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-8600. (KW5) (170) 
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PROFESSIONALLY HAND-PAINTED, BEAUTIFUL 
BLAZING COLOR TR1BUTE/SOUVENIER TO ALL 
DESERT STORM HEROES. FRAMABLE 11x14 
RED. WHITE & BLUE BORDER. RUSH $10.00 + 
3.00 S&H TO: 

PANTHER MARKETING 
DEPT 144, 71 ROSEDALE A/E. 

BRAMPTON, ONTARIO, CANADA L6X-1K4 

CASH/M.O. 2 WEEK DELIVERY: CHECKS 0 WEEKS 


BE A PARALEGAL! 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal 
i program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para¬ 
legal Studies, Dept, lkiti 2245 Perim¬ 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: 

CALL 800-223-4542 


“NO SCALPEL” 
VA SECTO MY 

• MierosurgiL'iil hser vas reversal 

• Impotence therapy 

• Prostate cancer screening 

W. LLOYD GLOVER. JR., M.D. 

Urology (Ex-Grp'Srgn-ISFGA) 

10721 Main Street 
Fairfax. Virginia 22030 
(Near Du I lev Airport) 


(703) 591-5443 


AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

\ German 1942 Mtg. ORIGINAL sand A dust goggles, 
A still in their pocket pouch 
^ Tan 0Ic. caps = New REPLICA State S-M- or 
1 1 Lg Size. Both - Only $39.00 

pJ We pay postage Our 250 page (lily ilustrated 
i catalog S5 00 (FREE with order) 


| W.W. »TLtd., Box 2063 -F 8t Louie, MQ631S8 | 


COLLECTORS 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than certain ‘well-known - relics 

dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers,medals,helmets. 
Catalog, S5 (refundable). Telephone: 612-689-1146. MILI¬ 
TARY, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008.(169) 

MILITARY:West German, East German, Soviet, WWI, WWII, 
original and reenactors equipment. Call 215-398-2650. List 
SI .00 Eagle Arms. RT. 222, Breinigsville PA 18031 (169) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, D! pins T-shirts. Catalog 
$1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse. NY 13208. (178) 


-BEWARE- 

The World's Most Powerful Blowguns 
are DOWN & DIRTY! 

W'rite or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
Tel. (602) 855-8095 


m .22LR CONVERSION KITS M 

(Mode of firing remains same but with .22LR) 


JT ~ THE “ATCHISSDN 

AR15 .22LR KIT . X .$139.00 

M16 .22LR KfT .... $159.00 

SPARE 30 R0 MAGAZINE . $23.00 


ffP m THE H0HREIN 

MINI-14 22LR KITV. $119.00 , 

SPARE 30 R0 MAGAZINE* .$23.00 ' 

FITS SfflfAL NUMBtfl l»l 4 UP 

ORDER DIRECT - NO FFL REQUIRED 

SEND CHECK. MONEY ORDER OR C 0 D INCLUDE $5 00 FOR SHIPPING 
ADD $3 30 IF C 0.0 FLORIDA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 

, JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INC. 

>^5n 6850 Riveredge Dr, Dept sno.Titusville, FL 32780^ 
((©)} (407)268 1921 UG 


EARN AMAZING PROFITS FROM 


ASSAULT PROTECTION PRODUCTS 


Billions of dollars are spent on products to prevent 
and guard against assault, You can earn huge 
profits from the sale of our selection of tear gas 
devices, stunguns and other effective products. 
Send for free information to: S&J PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES. P.O. BOX 10154, DEPT. SF-1, 
YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 98909-1154. Send $3.95 
to cover shipping and we will send you a free 
sample of our best seller $20.00 value. (800) 
735-1797. 


Hl2[f G I SUPPLY 


R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860 


COMBAT 


ASSAULT VEST 


Woodland Camo 


5.56min/7.62mm/9mm SMG 


For 200 Item Catalog I 


3S&201)94&-62604 


OROERINfi INSTRUCTIONS: Ni M| Offer. |nmH 
cfecki ir Vlu & Mutir Cirt (Itihr leciptfe. NO 
CODY All ■irckiillii U 100% inriilui. Rnlfeili 
it Allife. Hmll ill Pain* Hitt ife 5% lir illpplii 


WW2 GERMAN MILITARY: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
T-shirts, posters, camouflage. Worlds biggest catalog, $3.00. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208 (178) 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
uniforms for sale. For a list send SI to Kaplans, Box 890638, 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (168) 

STONER 63A parts wanted, Jay Tee's, PO Box 39, Marhsall, IL 
62441. (170) 

BRITISH SCOTTISH MILITARY COLLECTORS. Regimental 
Insignia; Blazer Crests; Ties; Plaques; Tankards; Berets; Belts; 
Officer's Canes; Patches; Prints; Posters; Medals; Books; 
Cassettes; Videos etc., of elite British/Scottish Regiments, 
including SAS, Paratroops, Guards, Black Watch. Royal 
Marines, RAF & RN, etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 
37205. (169) 


BOOTY FROM THE '67 WAR.Tommy Style with leather 
furnishings. Excellent, $15.00, battle scarred $10.00; $3.50 
Shipping and Handling. REYCORP, PO Box 3772, Chatsworth 
CA 91313. (170) 

WANTEDISerious Collector buying; Authentic Shrunken Heads, 
NO MONKEYS! SS and fine Nazi items, NO REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS! Send photos, prices, to: The Headman, PO Box 590, 
Riderwood MD 21139. (168) 

VIETNAM TIGER STRIPES,Thai/Vietnam Pattern worn by "Spe¬ 
cial Forces" & S.E.A.L. Teams, New &72.00 Suit, Matching 
Boonie Hat $16.00, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 
MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (168) 


DISPLAYS YOUR RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS 


CUSTOM BADGE & ID CASE 


24 KARAT GOLD PLATE 
OFFICIAL SIZE AND WEIGHT 


CHOICE 
OF STATE 
SEAL OR 
US COAT 
OF ARMS 


EACH PANEL 
ENGRAVED 
TO YOUR 
SPECIFICA¬ 
TIONS 


HAND CRAFTED GENUINE LEATHER CASE 

ONLY $39.95 + 3.00 S/H style#96 -b 

Hundreds of styles available. Send $9.95 for VHS color video, price 
list, and order forms. ^COLLECTORS INQUIRE!!! 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

OLYMPIC BADGE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 0509, GARDEN CITY, RHODE ISLAND 02920 
TELEPHONE 0 401-781-0051 


I ^HUNTtNC-BOWFtSHING-TARGET-SlIRVII 


IWEAPON'DEE$-Ei.K*BOAR*fUBBiT3‘CARP I 
1 s 79 95 | 

mom 



I HUM' 

■ Send cash. ehecORVM 

I or 801-975-0222 

LBLACKHAWK CrtOSSBOWS, INC. BOX 27222- Sail Lake Citv.UT84127 1 


THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BALDNESS 

r No transplants, toupees, topical ap- 

plications, or novelties. NEW pro- 
cess is sim P |e ’ HEALTHY * al1 
natural, and absolutely FREE. Grow 
your own confidentially... 
guaranteed! 

HOME REMEDIES, P0 Box 3871, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66203 


l shipping! 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 306-page 
catalog —rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025, TOLL FREE HOTLINE; 800-351-0222 
(California: 213-477-8226) (179) 


COLLEGE DEGREES IN MARTIAL ARTS For your life and 
work experiences. Bachelors. Masters and Doctoral programs 
call Prof. Humphreys 24 hrs. 1-800-669-5679. (168) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS. STATESIDE. $100 to SI000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 117. Box 585. Dearborn. Ml 48120. (168) 


OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate openings! All skills! USA J 
Overseas! $18,000 - $95,000 per year! Work Month/ Home 
Month! Free Details! Write Today! Offshore. Box 4478-10, Biloxi 
MS 39531. (Please send stamp) (168) 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble products at home. 
Call for information. 504/641-8003 ext. 6823. (168) 

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS WANT YOU!!! Live! Work! Invest! Full 
information on requirements, contacts, jobs! British Virgins, 
Antigua. St. Kitt’s. St. Vincent, Montserrat! START PACKING! 
Caribbean Review, PO Box 24165, London, Canada, N6H 5C4. 
Only $10.00 U.S. (168) 

CARIBBEAN SECURITY EMPLOYMENT GUIDE.Over 100 
Security firms on 22 islands, includes application information. 
S20.00 D.M. Alford, 1515 Elizabeth. Eldorado AR 71703. (168) 


FOR SALE 


IT S HERE!!!the Call Identifier Displays phone number of 
person calling you on easy to read LCD. $89.95 PPD. Debbie 
Shannon Enterprises Box 740 Jackson, Alabama 36545 (168) 

CONFEDERATE FLAGSHGiant 3‘ x 5' High Quality flag...Great 
indoors or outdoors! Show your Rebel Spirit!! Send $19,95 + 
$1.50 P&H to: Battleborn Enterprises, PO Box 3609, Reno, NV 
89505 **MADE IN THE U.S. of A** Send check or money order. 
(168) _ 

REMOTE CONTROL TELEPHONE RECORDER.S479.00 room 
monitor, SI 75.00 Catalog; send S3.00 to 603 Elgin, Muskogee, 
OK 74401 (918) 683-9589. (168) 
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MILITARY MEDALS 


O Made by AMAZON INDIANS 
using REAL SKIN and HAIR! 
These realistic replicas make a great gift 
Get one for somebody you love or hate! 

Send $5.00+$2.00 S&H to HEAD HUNTERS 
P.O. Box 2720 - 121 Hunt./ Bch, CA 92647 


jrrel 

siiiH 


SgxjjF $2. 05 Shipping 

H? Handling 

^ J.D. MARKS II & CO. 
P.O. Box 150655 
Arlington. TX 76015 

$1” For RUSH DELIVERY 
PLEASE ALLOW 2 - 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
Ek SAUNDERS nf| 

WT Box 3133 • SF . Naples. FL 33939-3133 V 


POWERFUL SELF DEFENSE WEAPON-PHASER™ mixture of 
CN Tear Gas and pepper mace powered with nitrogen gas, not 
aerosol (will last years). Sprays a powerful and potent fog up to 
10 ft. will debilitate an attacker and mess him up BIG TIME. The 
very nasty effects of this product will last 30-45 minutes with no 
long term side effects. VISA/MC, CASH. CHECK OR M.O. Lg. 
SI9.95, Sm. SI4.95 plus $3 S/H. Phone or Mail orders. 
EDMUND PROTECTION SERVICES, INC. 5555 Canal Blvd., 
New Orleans, LA 70124 (504) 466-1649. (160) 


GULF WAR PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS.Authentic leaflets 
airdropped over Iraq. One complete set $9.95. Three for $25.00 
While supplies last. Satisfaction Guaranteed. WarWaste, PO 
Box 63. W. Spfld., MA 01009 (160) 

BLOWGUNSJNew 6 foot takedown Blowgun. Silent. Powerful. 
Survival Weapon. Aluminum stock with CAMOFLAGE finish 
includes steel darts. Only $25 plus S/H VENTURE COLLECTI¬ 
BLES. Box 7797-K Hampton, \A 23666. Satisfaction Guaran¬ 
teed. Ages 10/over. (160) 


OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin $10.00 each 
plus $3.00 postage. Call 1-601-033-6891 for card orders. 
Complete coin list $2.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven, 
MS 39601-3304. (170) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER KITS! Surface Mount Trans¬ 
mitters! Tracking Transmitters! Voice Disguisers! Bug Detectors! 
Phone Snoops! More! Kit Catalog $2.00: XANDI ELECTRON¬ 
ICS. Box 25647. Dept. 40V. Tempe AZ 05285-5647. (160) 

MILITARY FLAGS AND GUIDONS.Regulation or custom 
made, reasonably priced. The Guidon Flag Co., 13302 Gilbert 
St.. Garden Grove. CA 92644 (714) 636-9654. (160) 

BUY MILITARY CHEMICAL LIGHT STICKS, the perfect source 
of light for any emergency or survival situation. For sample and 
brochure. Send $2.50 Check or Money Order to. ChemlHe, Box 
5242. Novato. CA 94949. (168) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS VIDEOS! Surveillance. Counter-measures, 
weapons, survival, revenge, government, military, hundreds 
more! Discount Catalog $4.00. Freedom Book Company, Box 
520294-C, Salt Lake City, LIT 04152. (160) 



MEDALS OF AMERICA 

1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE OJIVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Box 5398, SMKkaaptM, PA 18964 
<2H) 397-9085 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpackinq, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUAFIANTEE 
‘Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) • as seen 
on CBS “60 MINUTES”. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRON1CS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 


SPANISH WWII GAS MASK $10 plus $3.50 UPS. Bacon Creek 
Gun Shop. P.O. Box 014, Corbin, KY 40702-0814. Free mailing 
list. Foreign inquires invited. (168) 


PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opporiuriities Home busi¬ 
nesses Asset protection New credit, jobs, degrees. New 
identity. Foreign passports. Eden Press. Box 0410-SR Fountain 
YWley. CA 92720. (168) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. 
for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L. Honolulu, HI 
96806. (170) 

FREE CATALOG - personal defense manuals, teargas, 
stunguns. and more. Defiance Security Products. 26 S. Main St.. 
Suite 119-A. Concord. NH 03301. (168) 

FREE BROCHURE. Imprinted Sportswear. Classic Military 
Insignia Designs. Write for yours today: Custom Ts SOF-2, 
7713 Colebrook, Orlando. FL 32818. (168) 


INSTRUCTION 


INVESTIGATION CAREER.Quick, easy home study 12 les¬ 
sons Become a professional. Free information. Shaw Investiga¬ 
tion Since 1971). Call (800) 272-6680. (160) 


("Great money in VCR repairfj 

I Home study. Learn high-profit repairs I 

without investing in high-tech instruments. . 

| FREE BOOKLET: 800 223-4542. I 

I Name—-, W | 

Address._W*- If ■ 

( City_State-Zip- | 

The School of VCR Repair, 2245 Perimeter glH/i 1 
- Park, Dept. VLi 71, Atlanta, Georgia 30341 r 


PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 



Persona! Protection Dogs • Guard Dogs • 
Narcotics/Explosive Detection • Police Patrol 
Dogs • Dual Purpose • Sales/Lease • Drug 
Testing • Professional Training for your Dog • 

DEA Reg. #RC0124797 
Tx. DPS Reg. #G0068380 Tx. License IC-5343-9 

A professionaly Innovative approach to 
your security needs 
CENTEX SECURITY K-9 SERVICES 
24235 Natural Bridge Caverns Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78266-1601 
1-512-651-5838 


Should Your Boss Have Wings? 

I{. f\**LcU LU. Wi+tf 



TUv* Pine* waJJ. I* Mv ALumhT 

eivw.TVRoSurr 

White 50/50, 3 color imprint 
T-shirt $12.95 • Sweatshirt $18.95 
Ceramic Mug $9.95 

_ Shipping and Handling included _ 

Send Check or MO lo: The Rile Stuff. P.O. Bo* 670, Killcn, AL 35645 
For Visa or MC Call 1-H00-869-0853 ■ Allow 6 to H weeks delivery. 


HAT_ PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Poge ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Deoler Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815)223-1159 , Ask For David 


KNIVES & BAYONETS 


EXCLUSIVE KNIVES Paratrooper 530. Marine x-9 $40, Swiss 
Army S20, Pen Knife $30, Rambo Survival $40. Fast Shipment, 
Scott, Box 661, Lake Luzerne. NY 12846. (168) 

EXPLORER KNIFE SYSTEMrCarry on shoulder, on your leg, or 
across small of back. 7 5/0 inch 440 blade-$ 19.95 plus $3.00 
shipping. APPLEBY ENTERPRISES. 211-C Enola St., Enola, 
PA 17025. (168) 



MISCELLANEOUS 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER - Six sample copies 
"Covert Intel Letter '. $2.00 USA, $4.00 Overseas. Adventure, 
Blood, Guts. Horizone, POB 67, St. Charles MO 63302. (168) 


NORTH VIETNAMESE HELMET STAR Limited edition metal 
replica, true to original. Only $9.95 ea.. 2 for $17.95 (includes 
tax/postage). Check or money order to: Task, 100 E. Ohio, 
tf532-S. Chicago, IL 60611. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. (160) 


OCTOBER 91 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 109 


-SHI RTS 






























BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER#MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 


AMERICA 'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUSTRY . LEARN SKIP TRAC INC & HI INVESTIGA¬ 
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60S OF PI WORK & CENERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS. LEARN THE "RIGHT STUFF" TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOCATE SKIPPERS & Mis' THROUGH ATC'S EX¬ 
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM - 5^2 PA- 
GES, 7 BOOKS IN I ! INCLUDES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS¬ 
SARY (OVER 800 CURRENT MAJOR PRIVATE & PUHLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON¬ 
LINE DATABASES & MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR (1991 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE). 

CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATU¬ 
RES & PATTERNS. LEARN IN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS. 

START AGENCY WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNITIES - 50-100K _ in THIS "FIELD OF THE 
FUTURE". IMMEDIATE COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAY 1 IN BUSINESS! 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 (RE¬ 
FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 1 6 PACES INFO-PACK. 


ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING EXPERTISE 
& MI INVESTIGATIONS! 


aS * American Tracing Corp. 

289 College Street, Burlington, VT 0S401-8320 . 


. Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 

Home study prepares you for great jobs 
1 In animal care/veterinary assistance... 

I helps you give your own pet top care, too. 

1 Schoolof AnimalScience-Dept. CL171. 

I 2245 Perimeter Park * Atlanta, GA 30341 ! 

FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 


CABLE TV 
"BOXES" 

Converters-Descramblers 

Remote Controls-Accessories 

★ Guaranteed Best Prices ★ 

★ 1 Year Warranty - C.O.D.'s ★ 

★ Immediate Shipping ★ 

★ FREE CATALOG ★ 

Call or Write 

NAS/TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 

3958 North Lake Blvd. • Suite 255 
Lake Park, Florida 33403 
1 -800-442-9333 
1 -800-848-3997 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



We Pay Postage '4* & 

* More “muzzle” energy than some* .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Oyer 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?) 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: $25.00 

Extra power bands: $4.00per set. Ammo: $8.00 per lb, 

A y\ 




v .v -jin’ 

v •* 

Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 

Roa Sinclair 7415 South Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89118 


URBAN SURVIVAL 


PROTECT YOURSELF ON THE STREETS WITH THE FINEST 
OUALITY PERSONAL PROTECTION DEVICES ON THE MAR¬ 
KET. SEND FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY FEATURING 
THE IMMOBILIZER SECURITY FLASHLIGHT, THE 21ST CEN¬ 
TURY NON LETHAL WEAPON, AND MORE. 


HEMISPHERES, P.O. BOX 78457, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


SHEPHERDS 


Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra Wolf — 
World’s Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi¬ 
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $3. 

WKE Ltd. 

Rt. 1 Box 94 
Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815)697-2678 


From Germany- aus JENA 
Experience the Ultimate 

in BRILLIANCE & 
CLARITY! 

The world’s finest in 
>of sporting optics is now 
available. 

Europtik, Ltd. 

PO Box 319 

rs Dunmore, PA 18509 
(717) 347-6049 


aus JENA 
Porro & Roof 
Prism 
Binoculars 
Military 
Binoculars 
Riflescopes 


SKS, AK47. or AKM Technical manuals $6.00. Maintenance 
manuals $5.00. Big Cutaway nomenclature posters $9.00. 
Allied. Drawer 5070-FC, Glendale, AZ. 05312. (160) 


BULLET-PROOF-VESTS- Top (Duality. Up to Type IV protection 
available Tactical, Military, Police, and Concealable Vests 
available as well as EOD Suits. Catalog: $5.00 civilians. 
Requests on Department letterhead: Free, APPLEBY ENTER¬ 
PRISES. 211-C Enola St., Enola PA 17025 (160) 


"PUMP THE ADRENALINE mega action game! Unbelievable. 
Unavailable. Not for the faint-of-heart. Easy assembly. Convert 
household materials into the ultimate party game your friends 
will NEVER forget! Wheel of Misfortune Plans $4.95 Midwest 
Ventures. PO Box 903, St. Charles, MO 63302-0903. For Adults 
Only". (168) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal. Police. 
Surveillance, Survival, Military, Car Phones, More! Big catalog! 
CRB. PO Box 56~F, Commack, NY 11725. (169) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send S2. for police catalog. B-PEC Dept. 
SF591 Box 7638. Sunnymead, CA 92303 (170) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. We'll 
help. Licensed Bonded. Apps accepted $500-550.000. Not a 
loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 26295, Birmingham, AL 
35226 or call 1-(800) 326-0204. (168) 

MARTIAL ARTS - CROSSBOWS, SWORDS. KNIVES, 
nunchunks. stunguns. tear gas. blowguns. uniforms and gear 
plus much more. Send $3.00 for 50 page catalog. Refundable 
with purchase. DeFiance Co.. 4215 Winnetka Ave., N. Mpls MN 
55420. (168) 

ORIENTAL LADIES overseas want correspondence/marriage. 
Respectable, traditional, loyal. Direct contact. INTRODUC¬ 
TIONS. Box 230SF, 2421 W. Pratt, Chicago IL 60645. (160) 


GENUINE military surplus clothing & gear! Send $1.00 
redeemable with order to Missouri Wilderness Catalogue 
Company, 636 Cleveland Ave., #SOF, Kirkwood, MO 63122. 
(160) 

50,000 BIG MAPS (Anyplace): Iraq. Vietnam, Ohio —Anyplace! 
Tactical, Surplus. Navy, CIA, topographies, Catalog $3.00 
(refundable) Allied, Drawer 5070-F, Glendale, AZ 05312. (160) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BOUNTY HUNTER. Call 1-900-047- 
4466. $2.99 first minute $1.49 after. Adults only. (170) 


WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS 8c NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRIBE TO... 


MILITARY 


YlHKUiS 


DON'T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15 9 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.0. Box 1748-L • Union, NJ 07083 
Tiiii: M VKiii:n'i,A( i; 
run Mll lTAItY VI-IIICLIIS 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ * * * it 


flCGlMCNlYIL INSIGNin & UlCflPONflY 

® * SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

• PARA • AM • CAMCRONS 

• ASPG » AN « GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $4.00 

BfliTisH nconun imports 

Departments 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


MONEY 

JOBS 

CREDIT 

1 • Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive w/o a salary • Cash income. 

• How to be working in 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mall. 

• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 

• $100,000 credit on signature alone. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• VIsa/MasterCard—no credit check. 

CPCC vfft.w ama Aofal/iA 

EDEN PRESS 

• Box) 

rfiEE l «y*p0g@ caiaiop 

M10-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


MAKE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS INTO military equipment! FREE 
INFORMATION! Harvard Classified Information Bank, One 
Kendall Square. Suite #268, Cambridge MA 02139. (169) 


LONG TERM INVESTMENT AND A LITTLE bit of Fame 
available. $60,000 buys royalty rights to six published books 
regularly advertised via this magazine. Serious enquiries to: C.J. 
Mould. 57 Lomas Drive. Northfield Birmingham B315LR, 
ENGLAND (168) 


CHEATING SPOUSE OR LOVER? Be sure! Exclusive investi¬ 
gative report tells how. $5.00 to: Intel-Plus, 4331 Womack Drive, 
Colorado Springs CO 80915. (168) 

VALKYRIE SWAN KNIGHT VETERANS: Tired of being on the 
beach? Re-up with The Goddess Freya, Noss, Gersemi, Loki, 
buddies. High Desire inquiries only to 203-453-2697. 24 hrs. 7 
days. (170) 

FLAGS flown over U.S. Capitol with personalized certificate. 
Save Over 100%. Send $3,00 cash, Decker, PO Box 159, 
Pickerington OH 43147. (168) 

FORT, Plain of Reeds, Vietnam: 11x14 color photo suitable for 
framing $11.95. Brochure $1, Tim Kerr, PO Box 9342, Seattle, 
Wash. 90109. (160) 

START NOW! YOUR SHOW BIZ CAREER Call the beginning 
1-900-346-5577, advanced 1-900-346-5580, $2,99 first minute, 
St .49 after. Under 10 parents permission. (169) 

RECOVER PURE GOLD FROM SCRAP circuit boards, 
computers, electronic parts. Easy methods. Send $5.00 
RECYCLING. Box 11216SF. Reno NV 89510-1216. (160) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS & ENAMELED PINS, YOUR 
DESIGN, Excellent Quality. Free Catalog.. A T. Patch Co., PO 
Box 602. Rm 133. Littleton N.H. 03561 (603) 444-3423 Fax 
(603) 444-2371. (170) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS.regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $7.00. Police Catalog S2.00. Schlessinger, PO Box 
082, New York NY 10150 (168) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG OF POLICE AND INVESTIGA¬ 
TION EQUIPMENT S2.00 IPEC Dept. SF691 Box 7630, Moreno 
CA 92303. (171) 

GET A PEACE OF THE ACTIONDesert Storm Sand. Send 
$5.00 money order with sase:RWB. 12170 Greenspoint Dr., Box 
430. Houston TX 77060. (169) 
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accessories! 

AND PARTS 


Wear the Badge of a I 

'€M DETECTIVE 


MTOhT SUSPICIOUS 


suspicious rrfUs „• — ' 


IMMEDIATELY TO THB 
MILITARY 01 CIVIL 
„ Aimnunzs 


DESERT STORM COLLECTIBLES 

Authentic Reproductions of Dangerous 
Explosive Warning posters made for 
distribution in KUWAIT. 

Printed on Museum Quality (acid-free) paper 
Size: 23 x 31 Suitable For Framing Send S7.00 + $3.00 
shipping/handling to: 

Nix and Associates 
2301 Lazy hollow , S trife 3S5 A 
Houston, Texas 770^3 
Cash, Checks, & Money Orders accepted 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 


BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 


Nation-wide need for Ball Bond Investiga¬ 
tors. Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experienc¬ 
ing a greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in 
the door as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells 
how! Have pen and paper ready. Call 1-900-535-9292, 
ext. 397. ($2.00 per minute toll) 


MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 page catalog. America's 
most respected correspondence club since 1974. Cherry 
Blossoms. 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, HI 96755 808-961- 
2114 (172) 


WORLDWIDE MILITARIA New 16 page Catalog of Camouflage 
Uniforms & Gear from around the World! Catalog SI .00, A.H.A., 
Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (168) 


MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6.000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send S2. Kaufman's 
West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. A-159. 1660 Eubank. 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. (168) 


SURPLUS 


EAST GERMAN UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT.lst and 
overseas cap w emblem S2.00. Metro Surplus South. 20006 
Quail Rd. Altoona FL 32702 (160) 


GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING. GEAR. EQUIPMENT. AND 
INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. 
Catalog S2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods. Dept A-159. 
1660 Eubank, Albuquerque. NM 87112. (168) 

DESERT 3-TONE CAMOUFLAGE. U.S. 1991 Issue 3-Tone 
Designed for use in "OPERATION DESERT STORM;; Unissued 
S70.00 Suit. A.H.A.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. MasterCard 
& VISA Accepted. (168) 

MILITARY CLOTHING. FIELD GEAR. BOOTS. Flight and field 
jackets, and more Call Toll Free (800) 533-3470 for FREE 
CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria. PO Box 8663, San Jose, CA 
95155. (168) 

MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large Inventory, 
New and Used. Mail SI .00 (refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wades. 2120 West Reelfoot Ave.. Union City TN 38261.(168) 


SURVIVAL 


SURVIVAL a rd o-imi(i^e ski"s — how-to books g*ve you the 

edge. Kits, plans and ready made "Aztec" spear throwers. 
Survival. Box 440003. Aurora. CO 80044-0003. (169) 

DISCOUNT CAMPING BACKPACKING, SURVIVAL EQUIP¬ 
MENT Free catalog. 24 hours 1-201-487-2830. G3 Business 
Products. PO Box 25. River Edge. NJ 07661. Dept. SOF. (176) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs. Pots, 
Grenades) - Send S3.00 (refundable with order) tor catalogue of 
these and much more! Many exclusive products. Signus, Box 
33712-W20. Phoenix AZ 85067. (168) 

FIRST AID SURVIVAL KITS, instructions, Other unique items, 
all discounted in FREE CATALOG. FASS PACKS. Box 117045 
SOF, Burlingame CA 94Q10. (171) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541364 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


SOF CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 
( 303 ) 449-3750 


TRAINING 


U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM Gam strength and self 
confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the world's most 
elite combat unit Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent.. PO Box 5644, 
Virginia Beach. \A 23455. (170) 

POLICE LAW ENFORCMENT TRAINING. National Academy 
of Investigative & Security Sciences. Guaranteed quality 
professional training courses. For FREE information send 
S.A.S.E. lo National Academy, 3435 Camino del Rio South, 
Suite 307, San Diego. CA 92108." (171) 


RANGER. AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog and 
information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 
103, Santa Ana. CA 92706-2622. (171) 

INVESTIGATION —SECURITY VOCATIONAL DEGREES. 
Internationally recognized. Personalized curriculum for either 
beginners or professionals. Prospectus —SI .00, I.S.D.A. Box 
6303. Corpus Christi. TX 78466-6303. (169) 


EPl 

■M 


RGUNS 

149 Western Ave.. RT 31 
Carpentersville. IL 60110 
Illinois #1 Dealer for H&K 
708-428-3569 FAX 708-428-4471 

IMMEDIATE SHIPPING. VISA MC 
Send S3.00 for Parts and Accessories catalog. 

[ SI.00 from each catalog will be donated to NRA. 
I buy accessories and guns, top S paid. 


W.W. II COLLECTORS fill Niff If Will HI EH 

A, Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 

U.S. Oflfcer’s Cap (new from 
jfifpP * original U.S. maker), tan with 

x ^ fe, brown leather visor, chin strap 

T*' and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M. or Lg . $68.00 

JiHMMMflHflr We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box 2063-T. SL Louis. MO 63158 


CUSTOM ELECTRONICS 
DEVICES 

We specialize in the fabrication of made to 
order and unorthodox electronic or 
electromechanical devices to your speci¬ 
fications. Near anything is possible, radio 
control, security, gadgets, etc. 

Send us a description for a free estimate. 
Confidentiality is guaranteed. 
RADER ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS 
LABORATORY #557 
177 TELEGRAPH ROAD 
BELLINGHAM, VIA 98226 


n, Lacfctkfc Own, fl 
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NO PREVIOUS TRAINMG NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve mysfcer- 
y . ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
fjfw/ the innocent. Experts guide you every 
--- step of the way. Men and women 

EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa- 

mKr tions * withstanding hardships, 
Briricatofifesmake on the spot decisions. 

C{K I Learn the latest investiga- 
IaA uT ** ve teehniques using special 
isstpawfe—PlstKrt, IXv law enforcement equipment 

t> the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by CmRf. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

r DEPT. SG110 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana. CA 92799 T 
| Ruth mo your "Dotocttvo" Conor Kit—No totoomon will cod. | 


OMffMMp. 


LEARN GUNSMITHING AT HOME!. 

^ Home sturlv course makes | 
' : you a pro with rifles, shot- a 

^dggSrguns, pistols. Free booklet: 800-223-4542. | 

f sJ&T*] Name_■ 

Il.{ ^—' Address_I 

/JbuSj City_State_Zip_I 

The School of Gunsmithing, 2245 Perimeter * 
Park, Dept.GLl71 .Atlanta, Georgia 30341 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your oflice or 
home Connects between any cassette w tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered Records both 
sides of conversation Stops recorder when 
phone rs hung up. 



$19.95 


EACH 0iv Ok Aval 


. Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

[ji \ Many limes more powerful than other transmSters. 
" \ Transmits up to ¥• mite lo any FM radio -Easy lo 

Assemble Kit - up to 3V banery :not rd ) 

For catalog of Transmtfiers. Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2 00 to US1 Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
•hipping par ttam to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2052, Malbouma, FL 32902 COD’S OK. 


BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

A VHS ONLY $39.95 

/, By the massed bands of the 

Wffl/L Royal Marines. A spectacular 

rousing performance. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


Street Lethal 

I SPEED KILL I 

I 0* Can you hit a man 11 times or more in one second or less? | 
- 0* Can you drop a man to his knees with one blow? . 

I 0* Can you win a fight in 3 socondc or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3188 ■ 

CUT OUT AND HAIL THIS AD TODAY! 


VIDEOS 


TRAIN DRUG DETECTOR DOGS. Fioa^y secrets Of the pros' 
Videos on licensing, theory, selection, {raining, proofing, search 
patterns. $125. St. Augustine Canine Center, 5720 US 1 N, St. 
Aug.. FL 32095 VISA. (168) 

FIND ANYONE! Amazing “guerilla" video. Discretely research 
all sources. They can't hide! INFOage. 4861 Lago. #100-A, 
Huntington Beach CA 92649. (714) 846-4804. (168) 
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•Super-High Gain •Sup®r-Low-Nol*« •lrtcr*cF 
IWe NoNolse 1 ^ Technology and the Zeta Noise 
B locker m •Compressors •Clipper* »AGCs 
•Filters •Equalizers • Dedicated Preamp Chips 
•Ultra-Low-Noise Op Amps "PC Board Lay¬ 
outs • Pra(ects Galore •Powering Portable 
Amps •Matrix Audio •Scanning with the Binau¬ 
ral Mic • Ambisonic Technology •The Astound¬ 
ing Sound Field Microphone •Special Bonus: 
Spook Update *and Much, Much Morel B.Sxl 1, 
277 pages, 45+ large photos, 50+ schematics. 
Orderyour copy today! 533 postpaid. Registry 
Distributing, 1616 17th SL, Ste 372, Denver, 
CO, 80202. 


FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Build¬ 
ing Teflon™-Coated Bullets • Jamming Speed 
Radar •Titanium Warheads •Activating Inert 
Grenades •Hypersecure Encryption •Rocket 
Weapons •Clandestine Pyro Expose •Wearing 
A Wire eDefeating Alarms •Forbidden Tech 
Marketplace •Surveillance Photography 
•Computer Viruses ■Scrambiktg/DescrambL 
Ing •Ultrasonic Wagons •More' 8.5x11, 258 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at Forbid¬ 
den Technology! 533 domestic postage paid. 
Registry Distributing, 1816 17tti SL Ste 372, 
Denver, CO, 80202. Sold only to Inform. 



Surveillance 



Ukk 7Vn*r 



NAZI GENERALS CAP 

Slate .... S.M or Lg. Size « 588.00 

Shoulder Boards,.Set » 31.00 

Collar Tabs.Set « 18.00 

Complete, . . . Knights cross ■ 21.00 
The Complete Set IN STOCK 
all 4 = $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog = 55.00 Free with Order 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St. Louis, MO 63158 


NAVY SEALS VIDEOS! Complete museum collection $19,95 
each. Save Money: Any 3 for $551 Any 6 for $99! Men With 
Green Faces" 30 minutes color "Someone Special (1972)" 30 
minutes color. “Submarine Trunk Training*' 30 minutes color. 
"The Lonely Warrior" 30 minutes B&W. “Navy Frogman*’ 30 
minutes B&W. “Seals in Vietnam” 17 minutes color. "Seals on 
Patrol'* 15 minutes color. Also available @ S29.95 each or 2 for 
S50: "Someone Special (1989)" 30 minutes color. "Navy Seals: 
Inside Look" 30 minutes color. Aft sales benefit the UDT Sea! 
Museum. Send check or M0 to LOTI Group Productions 13891 
N. Kendall Drive. Suite #64, Miami FL 33186. (168) 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


“Clue” into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own PI. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

★ How to got on the ’’fast track” to big money 

★ All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

★ How to start your own detective agency 

★ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

★ How to operate from home, no investment required 

★ ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

_ Free Information: _ 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 

OEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS. CA 9021$ 


territory’s residents when it was 
negotiated in 1985. 

A secret agreement between the British 
government and Ulster loyalists in 1921 
ruled out any return of the six counties to 
the Irish Republic, even if a majority there 
wanted this. To make the latter unlikely. 
Catholics were denied the right to vote, 
were refused employment by Protestant 
business owners, and were burned out of 
their homes in an attempt to drive them out 
of the province. 

Republicans would argue that the 
legitimate majority that should be 
respected is that of the whole island. 
Others think it is absurd that 960,000 
Ulster Protestants can veto the wishes of a 
majority of the 55 million citizens of the 
U.K. who unwillingly foot the war bill. 

The issue is not the simple one the 
British government portrays when it 
positions itself in favor of “democracy” 
(which means keeping Northern Ireland in 
the United Kingdom). The real question is 
whether Ulster’s loyalists have anything to 
fear from reunification of the island, which 
would justify the war. 

Protestants living in the Republic now 
would say no. The one serious gripe, the 
ban on divorce, should be taken care of 
next year. An end to the war would boost 
tourism and investment in the North as 
well as encourage international aid. The 
equivalent of U.S. $5 billion Britain 
annually spends to hold onto Northeast 
Ireland could cushion the transition. 

Recent studies show economies on both 
sides of the border would enjoy a long¬ 
term benefit from an end to partition. With 
no real grievances in a reunited Ireland, the 
Northern Protestant backlash should 
quickly wither. The current resistance is 
the result of centuries of manipulation by 
British governments, who have used the 
Ulster loyalists as their imperial front line. 

It can be argued that Irish Republicans 
have no better reasons to want 
reunification than Britons and Ulster 
Protestants have to resist it. But 
nationalism is an eighth century tradition 
with millions of martyrs and there is no 
way that long shadow will allow the IRA 
to lay down its arms. 

The pragmatic person will look to 
moving the other parties first and ignore 


the perennial rumors of an IRA cease-fire. 
Irish Republicans are fond of quoting 
Patrick Pearse, leader of the 1916 Easter 
Rising: “Ireland unfree shall never be at 
peace.” 

Scott S. Smith is a Los Angeles-based 
freelance journalist of British and Ulster 
Protestant heritage who has specialized in 
the war in Northern Ireland for the past 
seven years.^ 


NICARAGUA 

Continued from page 43 

because he wants to live in Nicaragua, but 
he comes with his little rifle. Who gave it 
to him? I don’t know if it was the United 
States, the Soviet Union — who knows? It 
is because of the war that he goes with his 
rifle. 

A law is being passed so that he who 
goes with his rifle may have a license to go 
with his rifle. Yes, it is permitted to kill a 
deer, a tiger, or a lion. But it is not 
permitted to kill people. Here I don’t 
permit war. I want peace and tranquility. 
Here, not only the Resistance, the 
recontras as you might refer to them, are 
armed, but so are the Sandinistas. But 
there are less weapons in their hands now 
than before. 

Each rifle that has been found has been 
taken away. The Ministry of Government 
Affairs has his representative. If you say 
that in such a place there are weapons, he 
goes to that place, takes them away and 
destroys them immediately. I believe in 
this country. If all of these weapons could 
be with me I would find a place to 
bury them. 

Salisbury: Then you don’t see the war 
resurging? 

Chamorro: No, senor. No, no. Look, 
who is going to support it, if nowhere in 
the world there is support for war? Do you 
believe that the Soviet Union is going to 
support a war? Do you believe that the 
United States is going to support a war? 
Do you believe that Spain (which has 
police advisers in Nicaragua) is going to 
support a war? 


Don’t wait for that. And who is going to 
support a war here in Nicaragua if the 
country is bankrupt? A war costs a lot of 
money. That money that was spent (in the 
recent war) was tragic because of an 
ideology (Marxism). But, thank God, the 
war is over now. 

Salisbury: What happens if those 
people who still go armed commit war 
actions again? How will you react? 

Chamorro: He who commits war 
actions at this moment — you file a 
complaint and take him prisoner and take 
away his weapon. 

Salisbury: But could you mobilize the 
Sandinista army to react against them? 

Chamorro: The one that has to be 
mobilized is the Ministry of Affairs (which 
the National Police are part of). The 
Ministry of Government Affairs is in 
charge of looking after the security of the 
country. 

Salisbury: Your late husband, Pedro 
Joaquin, was assassinated during the 
Somoza dictatorship. He wrote in his 
newspaper very passionately about the 
necessity of justice in the establishment of 
democracy. There were atrocities 
committed by both sides in the war 
— Sandinistas and contras. You decreed an 
amnesty for the belligerents. But families 
that have been victims of war crimes do 
not agree that these crimes should remain 
unpunished and they demand justice. Do 
you foresee a day when trials for war 
crimes — similar to those that occurred in 
Argentina — will be opened? 

Chamorro: Look, I wish to say 
something to you. I, as a Catholic and 
Christian, ordered a decree of pardon 
through the national assembly when I 
became president of the Republic, because 
I don’t believe in either Sandinista justice, 
nor Somocisfa justice. I acted correctly. I 
wish everyone had these thoughts. Here 
we don’t have the death penalty. For that 
there is judicial power. For that, there is 
legislative power, so that they may do it 
with laws, that they may comply with 
the laws. 

Steve Salisbury, SOF’s Senior Foreign 
Correspondent, has lived and worked 
in Central America for more than a 
decade^ 
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CACHING 

Caching is the process of hiding equipment or materials in a secure storage place with the view to future 
recovery for operational use. The ultimate success of caching may well depend upon attention to detail, that is, 
professional competence that may seem of minor importance to the untrained eye. Security factors, such as 
cover for the caching party, sterility of the items cached, and removal of even the slightest trace of the caching 
operation are vital. Highly important, too, are the technical factors that govern the preservation of the items in 
usable condition and the recording of data essential for recovery. Successful caching entails careful adherence 
to the basic principles of clandestine operations, as well as familiarity with the technicalities of caching. 
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Section I. Caching Considerations 

Caching considerations that are vital to the success of the caching operation may be done in a variety of operational 
situations. For example, cached supplies can meet the emergency needs of personnel who may be barred from their 
normal supply sources by sudden developments or who may need travel documents and extra funds for quick escape. 
Caching can help solve the supply problems of long-term operations conducted far from a secure base. 

Caching also can provide for anticipated needs of wartime operations in areas likely to be overrun by the enemy. 

PLANNING FOR A CACHING OPERATION 

Caching involves selecting items to be cached, procuring those items, and selecting a cache site. Selection of the items to be cached 
requires a close estimate of what will be needed by particular units for particular operations. Procurement of the items usually presents no 
special problems. In fact, the relative ease of procurement before an emergency arises is one of the prime considerations in favor of 
caching. When selecting a cache site, planners should always ensure that the site is accessible not only for emplacement, but also for 
recovery. When planning a caching operation, the planner must consider seven basic factors. 

Purpose and Contents of the Cache 

Planners must determine the purpose and contents of each cache because these basic factors influence the location of the cache, as well 
as the method of hiding. For instance, small barter items can be cached at any accessible and secure site because they can be concealed 
easily on the person once recovered. However, it would be difficult to conceal rifles for a guerrilla band once recovered. Therefore, this 
site must be in an isolated area where the band can establish at least temporary control. Certain items, such as medical stock, have limited 
shelf life and require rotation periodically or special storage considerations, necessitating easy access to service these items. Sometimes 
it is impossible to locate a cache in the most convenient place for an intended user. Planners must compromise between logistical 
objectives and actual possibilities when selecting a cache site. Security is always the overriding consideration. 

Anticipated Enemy Action 

In planning the caching operation, planners must consider the capabilities of any intelligence or security services not participating in 
the operation. They should also consider the potential hazards the enemy and its witting or unwitting accomplices present. If caching is 
done for wartime operational purposes, its ultimate success will depend largely on whether the planners anticipate the various obstacles 
to recovery, which the enemy and its accomplices will create if the enemy occupies the area. What are the possibilities that the enemy will 
preempt an ideal site for one reason or another and deny access to it? A vacant field surrounded by brush may seem ideal for a particular 
cache because it is near several highways. But such a location may also invite the enemy to locate an ordnance depot where the cache is 
buried. 

Activities of the Local Population 

Probably more dangerous than deliberate enemy action are all of the chance circumstances that may result in the discovery of the cache. 
Normal activity, such as construction of a new building, may uncover the cache site or impede access to it. Bad luck cannot be anticipated, 
but it can probably be avoided by careful and imaginative observation of the prospective cache site and of the people who live near the site. 
If the cache is intended for wartime use, the planners must project how the residents will react to the pressures of war and conquest. For 
example, one of the more likely reactions is that many residents may resort to caching to avoid having their personal funds and valuables 
seized by the enemy. If Caching becomes popular, any likely cache site will receive more than normal attention. 

Intended Actions by Allied Forces 

Using one cache site for several clandestine operations involves a risk of mutual compromise. Therefore, some planners should rule out 
otherwise suitable caching sites if they have been selected for other clandestine purposes, such as drops or safe houses. A site should not 
be located where it may be destroyed or rendered inaccessible by bombing or other allied military action, should the area be occupied by 
the enemy. For example, installations likely to be objects of special protective efforts by the occupying enemy are certain to be inaccessible 
to the ordinary citizen. Therefore, if the cache is intended for wartime use, the caching party should avoid areas such as those near key 
bridges, railroad intersections, power plants, and munitions factories. 

Packaging and Transportation Assets 

Planners should assess the security needs and all of the potential obstacles and hazards that a prospective cache site can present. They 
should also consider whether the operational assets of the organization are sufficient to overcome those obstacles and hazards security. 
Planners must consider the assets that could be used for packaging and transporting the package the site. Best results are obtained when 
the packaging is done by experts at a packaging center. The first question, therefore, is to decide whether the package can be transported 
from the headquarters or the field packaging center to the cache site securely and soon enough to meet the operational schedules. If not, 
the packaging must be done locally, perhaps in a safe house located within a few miles of the cache site. If such an arrangement is 
necessary, the choice of cache sites may be restricted by limited safe house possibilities. 

Personnel Assets 

All who participate directly in emplacement will know where the cache is located. Therefore, only the fewest possible and the most 
reliable persons should be used. Planners must consider the distance from the person’s residence to the prospective cache site and what 



action cover is required for the trip. Sometimes transportation and cover difficulties require the cache site to be within a limited distance 
of the persons’ residence. The above considerations also apply, to the recovery personnel. 

Caching Methods 


Which cache method to. use depends on the situation. It is therefore unsound to lay down any general rules, with one exception. Planners 
should always think in terms of suitability, for example, the method most suitable for each cache, considering its specific purpose; the 
actual situation in the particular locality; and the changes that may occur if the enemy gains control. 


Concealment. Concealment requires the use of permanent man-made or natural features to hide or disguise the cache. It has several 
advantages. Both emplacement and recovery usually can be done with minimum time and labor, and cached items concealed inside a 
building or dry cave are protected from the elements. Thus, they require less elaborate packaging. Also, in some cases, a concealed cache 
can be readily inspected from time to time to ensure that it is still usable. However, there is always the chance of accidental discovery in 
addition to all the hazards of wartime that may result in discovery or destruction of a concealed cache or denial of access to the site. The 
concealment method, therefore, is most suitable in cases where an exceptionally secure site is available or where a need for quick access 
to the cache justifies a calculated sacrifice in security. Concealment may range from securing small gold coins under a tile in the floor to 
walling up artillery in caves. 


Burial. Adequate burial sites can be found almost anywhere. Once in place, a properly buried cache is generally the best way of 
achieving lasting security. In contrast to concealment, however, burial in the ground is a laborious and time-consuming method of caching. 
The disadvantages of burial are that — 

• Burial almost always requires a high-quality container or special wrapping to protect the cache from moisture, chemicals and 
bacteria in the soil. 

• Emplacement or recovery of a buried cache usually takes so long that the operation must be done after dark unless the site is 
exceptionally secluded. 

• It is especially difficult to identify and locate a buried cache. 


Submersion. Submersion sites that are suitable for secure concealment of a submerged cache are few and far between. Also, the 
container of a submerged cache must meet such high technical standards for waterproofing and resistance to external pressure that the use 
of field expedients is seldom workable. To ensure that a submerged cache remains dry and in place, planners must determine not only the 
depth of the water, but the type of bottom, the currents, and other facts that are relatively difficult for nonspecialists to obtain. 
Emplacement, likewise requires a high degree of skill. At least two persons are needed for both emplacement and recovery. Especially 
when a heavy package is involved, recovery is often more difficult than emplacement and requires additional equipment. In view of the 
difficulties — especially the difficulty of recovery — the submersion method is suitable only on rare occasions. The most noteworthy 
usage is the relatively rare maritime resupply operation where it is impossible to deliver supplies directly to a reception committee. 
Caching supplies offshore by submersion is often preferable to sending a landing party ashore to bury a cache. 


SELECTION OF THE SITE 


The most careful estimates of future operational conditions cannot ensure that a cache will be accessible when it is needed. However, 
criteria for a site selection can be met when three questions are answered. 

Criteria for Site Selection 

Can the site be located by simple instructions that are unmistakably clear to someone who has never visited the location? A site may 
be ideal in every respect, but if it has no distinct, permanent landmarks within a readily measurable distance it must be ruled out. 

Are there at least two secure routes to and from the site? Both primary and alternate routes should provide natural concealment so that 
the emplacement party and the recovery party can visit the site without being seen by anyone normally in the vicinity. An alternate escape 
route offers hope of avoiding detection and capture in an emergency. 

Can the cache be emplaced and recovered at the chosen site in all seasons? Snow and frozen ground create special problems. Snow on 
the ground is a hazard because it is impossible to erase a trail in the snow. Planners must consider whether seasonal changes in the foliage 
will leave the site and the routes dangerously exposed. 


The Map Survey 

Finding a cache site is often difficult. Usually, a thorough systematic survey of the general area designated for the cache is required. 
The survey is best done with as large-scale a map of the area as is available. By scrutinizing the map, the planners can determine whether 
a particular sector must be ruled out because of its nearness to factories, homes, busy thoroughfares, or probable military targets in wartime. 
A good military-type map will show the positive features in the topography: proximity to adequate roads or trails, natural concealment (for 
example, surrounding woods or groves), and adequate drainage, A map also will show the natural and man-made features in the landscape. 
It will provide the indispensable reference points for locating a cache site: confluences of streams, dams and waterfalls, road junctures and 
distance markers, villages, bridges, churches, and cemeteries. 


The Personal Reconnaissance 


A map survey normally should show the location of several promising sites within the general area designated for the cache. To select 
I and pinpoint the best site, however, a well-qualified observer must examine each site firsthand. If possible, whoever examines the site 
should carry adequate maps, a compass, a drawing pad or board for making sketch maps or tracings, and a metallic measuring line. (A wire 
knotted at regular intervals is adequate for measuring. Twine or cloth measuring tapes should not be used because stretching or shrinking 
will make them inaccurate if they get wet.) The observer should also carry a probe rod for probing prospective burial sites, if the rod can 




be carried securely. 

Since-the observer seldom completes a field survey without being noticed by local residents, his action cover is of great importance. His 
cover must offer a natural explanation for his exploratory activity in the area. Ordinarily, this means that an observer who is not a known 
resident of the area can pose as a tourist or a newcomer with some reason for visiting the area. However, his action cover must be developed 
over an extended period before he undertakes the actual reconnaissance. If the observer is a known resident of the area, he cannot suddenly 
take up hunting, fishing, or wildlife photography without arousing interest and perhaps suspicion. But he must build up a reputation for 
being a devotee of his sport or hobby. 

Reference Points 

When the observer finds a suitable cache site, he prepares simple and unmistakable instructions for locating the reference points. These 
instructions must identify the general area (the names of generally recognizable places, from the country down to the nearest village) and 
an immediate reference point. Any durable landmark that is identified by its title or simple description can be the immediate reference point 
(for example, the only Roman Catholic church in a certain village or the only bridge on a named road between two villages). The 
instructions must also include a final reference point (FRP), which must meet four requirements: 

• It must be identifiable, including at least one feature than can be used as a precise reference point. 



Figure 5-1. A cache located directly beside the FRP. Cache is Figure 5-2. A cache located a measured distance along a 
located adjacent to southwest corner of church on south side. sighted line. Cache is located 9 meters north in line with east 

side of shrine. 


• It must be an object that will remain fixed as long as the cache may be used. 

• It must be near enough to the cache to pinpoint the exact location of the cache by precise linear measurements from the FRP 
to the cache. 

• It should be related to the immediate reference point by a simple route description, which proceeds from the immediate 
reference point to the FRP. 

Since the route description should be reduced to the minimum essential, the ideal solution for locating the cache is to combine the 
immediate reference point and the FRP into one landmark readily identifiable, but sufficiently secluded. The following objects, when 
available, are sometimes ideal reference points: small, unfrequented bridges, and dams, boundary markers, kilometer markers and culverts 
along unfrequented roads, a geodetic survey marker, battle monuments, and wayside shrines. When such reference points are not available 
at an otherwise suitable cache site, natural or man-made objects may serve as FRPs: distinct rocks, posts for power or telephone lines, 
intersections in stone fences or hedgerows, and gravestones in isolated cemeteries. 

Pinpointing Techniques 

Recovery instructions must identify the exact location of the cache. These instructions must describe the point where the cache is placed 
in terms that relate it to the FRP. When the concealment method is used, the cache ordinarily is placed inside the FRP, so it is pinpointed 
by a precise description of the FRP. A submerged cache usually is pinpointed by describing exactly how the moorings are attached to the 
FRP. With a buried cache, any of the following techniques may be used. 

Placing the cache directly beside the FRP. The simplest method is to place the cache directly beside the FRP. Then pinpointing is 
reduced to specifying the precise reference point of the FRP. (Figure 5-1). 

Sighting the cache by projection. This method may be used if the FRP has one flat side long enough to permit precise sighting by 
projecting a line along the side of the object. The burial party places the cache a measured distance along the sighted line (Figure 5-2). This 
method may also be used if two precise FRPs are available, by projecting a line sighted between the two objects. In either case, the 
instructions for finding the cache must state the approximate direction of the cache from the FRP. Since small errors in sighting are 
magnified as the sighted line is extended, the cache should be placed as close to the FRP as other factors permit. Ordinarily this method 
becomes unreliable if the sighted line is extended beyond 50 meters. 

Placing the cache at the intersection of measured lines. If two FRPs are available within several paces, the cache can be one line 
projected from each of the FRPs (Figure 5-3).If this method is used, state the approximate direction of the cache from each FRP. To ensure 
accuracy, neither of the projected lines (from the FRPs to the point of emplacement) should be more than twice as long as the base line 
(between the two FRPs). If this proportion is maintained, the only limitation upon the length of the projected lines is the length of the 
measuring line that the recovery party is expected to carry. The recovery party should carry two measuring lines when this method is used. 


Sighting the cache by compass azimuth. If the above methods of sighting are not feasible, one measured line may be projected by 


















taking a compass azimuth from the FRP to the point where the cache is placed (Figure 5-4). To avoid confusion, use an azimuth to a 
cardinal point of the compass (north, east, south or west). Since compass sightings are likely to be inaccurate, a cache that is pinpointed 
by this method should not be placed more than 10 meters from the FRP. 

Figure 5-5 explains how sighting by a compass azimuth can be combined with placing the cache at the intersection of measured lines 
when only one FRP is available, but a multiple cache is required. (A multiple cache is usually employed for communications equipment.) 
Whenever possible, use several FRPs for pinpointing a multiple cache. 

Measuring Distances 

The observer should express all measured distances in a linear system that the recovery party is sure to understand —ordinarily the 
standard system for the country where the cache is located. He should use whole numbers (6 meters, not 6.3 or 6.5) to keep his instructions 
as brief and as simple as possible. To get an exact location for the cache in whole numbers, take sightings and measurements first. 

If the surface of the ground between the points to be measured is uneven, the linear distance should be measured on a direct line from 
point to point, rather than by following the contour of the ground. This method requires a measuring line long enough to reach the full 
distance from point to point and strong enough to be pulled taut without breaking. 

Marking Techniques 

The emplacement operation can be simplified and critical time saved if the point where the cache is to be buried is marked during the 
reconnaissance. 


If a night burial is planned, the point of emplacement may have to 
used whenever operational conditions permit. 





be marked during a daylight reconnaissance. This method should be 

The marker must be an object that is easily recognizable but that 
is meaningless to an unwitting observer. For example, a small rock 
or a branch with its butt placed at the point selected for the 
emplacement may be used. 

Additional Data Required for Emplacement 

During a personal reconnaissance, the observer must not only 
pinpoint the cache site, but also gather all the incidental information 
required for planning the emplacement operation. It is especially 
important to determine the best route to the site and at least one 
alternate route, the security hazards along these routes, and any 
information that can be used to overcome the hazards. 

Since this information is also essential to the recovery operation, 
it must be compiled after emplacement and included in the final 
cache report. Therefore, the observer should be thoroughly familiar 
with the Twelve-Point Cache Report before he starts a personal 
reconnaissance. This report is a checklist for the observer to record 
as much information as possible. Points 6 through 9 and 11 are 
particularly important. The personal reconnaissance also provides 
an excellent opportunity for a preliminary estimate of the time 
required for getting to the site. 

THE ALTERNATE SITE 

As a general rule, planners should select an alternate site in case 
unforeseen difficulties prevent use of the best site. Unless the 
primary site is in a completely deserted area, there is always some 
danger that the emplacement party will find it occupied as they 
approach, or that the party will be observed as they near the site. The 
alternate site should be far enough away to be screened from view 
from the primary site, but near enough so that the party can reach it 
without making a second trip. 


Figure 5-3. A cache located at the intersection of measured 
lines. Cache is located 12 meters southwest of kilometer stone 
23,12 meters southeast from center of south end of culvert and 
14 meters west of kilometer stone 28. 

Figure 5-4. A cache located by compass azimuth to a cardinal 
point. Cache is located 3 meters from center of well on compass 
reading of 90°. 

Figure 5-5. Multiple cache located by compass azimuth and 
intersection of measured lines. Cache is located 3 meters from 
center of well on compass bearing of 90°. Cache 2 is 12 meters 
from cache 1 on extension of the line between cache 1 and 
center of well. Cache 3 is 15 meters northeast of center of well 
and 11 meters north of cache 2. 


Figure 5-5 



















THE CONCEALMENT SITE 

A site that looks ideal for concealment may be revealed to the enemy for that very reason. Such a site may be equally attractive to a 
native of an occupied country to hide his valuables. The only real key to the ideal concealment site is careful casing of the area combined 
with great familiarity with local residents and their customs. The following is a list of likely concealment sites: 

• Natural caves and caverns, and abandoned mines and quarries. 

• Walls (hidden behind loose bricks or stones or hidden behind a plastered surface). 

• Abandoned buildings. 

• Infrequently used structures (stadiums and other recreational facilities, and railroad facilities on spur lines). 

• Memorial edifices (mausoleums, crypts, monuments). 

• Public buildings (museums, churches, libraries). 

• Ruins of historical interest. 

• Culverts. 

• Sewers. 

• Cable conduits. 

The concealment site must be equally accessible to the person emplacing and the person recovering. However, visits by both persons 
to certain interior sites may be incompatible with the cover. For instance, a site in a house owned by a relative of the emplacer may be 
unsuitable because there is no adequate excuse for the recovery person to enter the house if he has no connection with the owner. 

The site must remain accessible as long as the cache is needed. If access to a building depends upon a personal relationship with the 
owner, the death of the owner or the sale of the property might render it inaccessible. 

Persons involved in the operation should not be compromised if the cache is discovered on the site. Even if a cache is completely sterile, 
as every cache should be, the mere fact that it has been placed in a particular site may compromise certain persons. If the cache were 
discovered by the police, they might suspect the emplacer because it was found in his relative’s house. 

The site must not be located where potentially hostile persons frequently visit. For instance, a site in a museum is not secure if police 
guards or curious visitors frequently enter the museum. 

To preserve the cached material, the emplacer must ensure the site is physically secure for the preservation of the cached material. For 
example, most buildings involve a risk that the cache may be destroyed or damaged by fire, especially in wartime. The emplacer should 
consider all risks and weigh them against the advantages of an interior site. 

A custodian may serve to ease access to a building or to guard a cache. However, the use of such a person is inadvisable, as a custodian 
poses an additional security risk. He may use the contents of the cache for personal profit or reveal its location. 

THE BURIAL SITE 

In selecting a burial site, consider the following factors along with the basic considerations of suitability and accessibility: 

Drainage 

This includes the elevation of the site and the type of soil. The importance of good drainage makes a site on high ground preferable 
unless other factors rule it out. Moisture is one of the greatest natural threats to the contents of a cache. Swamp muck is the most difficult 
soil to work in. If the site is near a stream or river, ensure that the cache is well above the all-year-high-water mark so that it will not be 
uncovered if the soil is washed away. 

Ground Cover 

The types of vegetation at the site will influence the choice. Roots of deciduous trees make digging very difficult. Coniferous trees have 
less extensive root systems. Also, the presence of coniferous tress usually means that the site is well drained. Does the vegetation show 
paths or other indications that the site is frequented too much for secure caching? Can the ground cover be easily restored to its normal 
appearance when burial is completed? Tall grass reveals that it has been trampled, while an overlay of leaves and humus can be replaced 
easily and will effectively conceal a freshly refilled hole. 

Natural Concealment 

The vegetation or the surrounding terrain should offer natural concealment for the burial and recovery parties working at the site. 
Planners should carefully consider seasonal variations in the foliage. 

Types of Soil 

Sandy loam is ideal because it is easy to dig and drains well. Clay soil should be avoided because it becomes quite sticky in wet weather 
and in dry weather it may become so hard that it is almost impossible to dig. 

Snowfall and Freezing 

If the cache must be buried or recovered in winter, data on the normal snowfall, the depth to which the ground freezes in winter, and 
the usual dates of freezing and thawing will influence the choice of the site. Frozen ground impedes digging and requires additional time 
for burial and recovery. Snow on the ground is especially hazardous for the burial operation. It is practically impossible to restore the snow 
over the burial site to its normal appearance unless there is more snowfall or a brisk wind. Also, it is very difficult to ensure that no traces 
of the operation are left after the snow has melted. 



Rocks and Other Subsurface Obstructions 


Large obstructions that might prevent use of a particular site can be located to some extent before digging by probing with a rod or stake 
at the exact spot selected for the cache. 


THE SUBMERSION SITE 


To be suitable for a submerged cache, a body of water must have certain characteristics. The presence of these characteristics can be 
| determined only by a thorough survey of the site. Their importance will be understood after familiarization with the technicalities of 
submersion as discussed in Section III, Emplacement. Submersion usually requires a boat, first for reconnoitering, then for emplacement. 
Thus, the accessibility problems involved in submersion usually narrow down to the availability of a boat and the action cover for using 
it. If there is no fishing or pleasure boating at the site the cover for this peculiar type boating may be a real problem. 

In tropical areas the course of streams or rivers is frequently changed by seasonal rainfall and can cause many problems. Keep this fact 
in mind when choosing the site and when selecting reference points. 


RECOVERY 


Since the method for recovering a cache is generally similar to that for emplacing (Section III) a cache, it need not be described in full. 
However, several important considerations should be stressed in training for a recovery operation. 

Practical Exercises 

Anyone who is expected to serve as a recovery person should have the experience of actually recovering dummy caches, if field 
exercises can be arranged securely. It is especially desirable for the recovery person to be able to master the pinpointing techniques. 
Mastery is best attained by practice in selecting points of emplacement and in drafting, as well as in following instructions. 

Equipment 

Although the equipment used in recovery is generally the same as that used in emplacement, it is important to include any additional 
items that may be required in recovery in the cache report. A probe rod may not be essential for emplacement, but it is necessary to have 
some object roughly the same size as the cache container to fill the cavity left in the ground by removal of a buried cache. Some sort of 
container or wrapping material may be needed to conceal the recovered cache while it is being carried from the cache site tq a safe house. 
Recovery of a submerged cache may require grappling lines and hooks, especially if it is heavy. 

Sketch of the site 

If possible, the observer should provide the recovery person with sketches of the cache site and the route to the cache site. If the recovery 
person must rely exclusively on verbal instructions, as is the case when communications are limited to radio telephone (RT) messages, he 
should draw a sketch of the site before starting on the recovery operation. He should use all the data in the verbal instructions to make the 
sketch as realistic as possible. Drawing a sketch will help to clarify any misunderstanding of the instructions. Also, a sketch can be 
followed more easily than verbal instructions. It may also be helpful for the recovery person to draw a sketch of the route from the 
immediate reference point to the site. But he should not carry this sketch on him because if he were apprehended the sketch might direct 
the enemy to the cache. 

Preliminary Reconnaissance 

Checking the instructions for locating the cache may be advisable, especially when the recovery operation must be performed under 
stringent enemy controls or when there is no extra time for searching. Careful analysis of the best available map can minimize 
reconnoitering activity in the vicinity of the cache and thus reduce the danger of arousing suspicion. If recovery must be done at night, the 
recovery person should find the cache by daylight and place an unnoticeable marker directly over it. 

Probe Rod 

The recovery person can avoid digging at the wrong spot by using a probe rod before starting to dig. He should push and turn the probe 
rod into the ground by hand, so that it will not puncture the cache’s container. Never pound the probe rod with a hammer. 


Procedure for Digging and Refilling the Hole 

The recovery procedure is the same as for the burial, except for two points. First, never use a pick for digging the hole because it might 
puncture the container and damage the cached items. Second, it may be necessary to fill the hole with other objects in addition to soil after 
the cache is removed. Sometimes it is possible to fill the hole with rocks, sticks, or other readily available objects at the site. If no such 
objects are found during the preliminary reconnaissance, the recovery person should carry to the site an object roughly the same size as the 
cache container. 


Sterilization of the Site 


As with emplacement, the recovery operation must be performed in such a way that no traces of the operation are left. Although 
sterilizing is not as important for recovery as for emplacement, it should be done as thoroughly as time permits. Evidence that a cache has 



been recovered might alert the enemy to clandestine activity in the area and provoke countermeasures. 

Section II. Packaging 

Packaging usually involves packing the items to be cached, as well as the additional processing in protecting these items from adverse 
storage conditions. Proper packaging is important because inadequate packaging very likely will render the items unusable. Since special 
equipment and skilled technicians are needed for best results, packaging should be done at headquarters or a field packaging center 
whenever possible. However, to familiarize operational personnel with the fundamentals of packaging, so that they can improvise field 
expedients for emergency use, this section discusses determining factors, steps in packaging, wrapping materials, and criteria for the 
container. 

Determining factors. 

The first rule of packaging is that all processing is tailored to fit the specific requirements of each cache. 

The method of packaging, as well as the size, shape, and weight of the package is determined by the items to be cached, by the method 
of caching, and, especially, by the way the cache is recovered and used. For instance, if circumstances require one man to recover the cache 
by himself, the container should be no larger than a small suitcase, and the total weight of container and contents no more than 30 pounds. 
Of course, these limits must be exceeded with some equipment, but the need for larger packages should be weighed against the difficulties 
and risks in handling them. Even if more than one person is available for recovery, the material should be divided whenever possible into 
separate packages of a size and weight readily portable by one man. 

Another very important factor in packaging concerns adverse storage conditions. Any or all of the following conditions may be present: 
moisture, external pressure, freezing temperatures, and the bacteria and corrosive chemicals found in some soil and water. Animal life may 
present a hazard; insects and rodents may attack the package. If the cache is concealed in an exterior site, larger animals also may threaten 
it. Whether the packaging is adequate usually depends upon how carefully the conditions at the site were analyzed in designing the cache. 
Thus, the method of caching (burial, concealment, or submersion) should be determined before the packaging is done. 

It is equally important to consider how long the cache is to be used. Since one seldom knows when a cache will be needed, a sound rule 
is to design the packaging to withstand adverse storage conditions for at least as long as the normal shelf life of the contents to be cached. 

STEPS IN PACKAGING 

The exact procedure for packaging depends upon the specific requirements for the cache and upon the packaging equipment available. 
There are nine steps that are almost always necessary in packaging. 

Inspecting 

/ 

The items to be cached must be inspected immediately before packaging to ensure they are complete, in serviceable condition, and free 
of all corrosive or contaminative substances. 

Cleaning 

All corrodible items must be cleaned thoroughly immediately before the final preservative coating is applied. All foreign matter, 
including any preservative applied before the item was shipped to the field, should be removed completely. Throughout the packaging 
operation, all contents of the cache should be handled with rubber or freshly cleaned cotton gloves. Special handling is important because 
even minute particles of human sweat will corrode metallic equipment. Also, any fingerprints on the contents of the cache may enable the 
enemy ^identify those who did the packaging. 

Drying 

When cleaning is completed, every trace of moisture must be removed from all corrodible items. Methods of drying include: wiping 
with a highly absorbent cloth, heating or applying desiccant. Usually heating is best, unless the item can be damaged by heat. To dry by 
heating, the item to be cached should be placed in an oven for at least 3 hours at a temperature of about 110° F. An oven can be improvised 
from a large metal can or drum. In humid climates, it is especially important to dry the oven thoroughly before using it by preheating it to 
at least 212° F. Then, insert the equipment to be cached as soon as the oven cools down to about 110° F. If a desiccant is used, it should 
not touch any metallic surface. Silica gel is a satisfactory desiccant, and it is commonly available. 

Coating With a Preservative 

Apply a light coat of oil to weapons, tools, and other items with unpainted metallic surfaces. A coat of paint may suffice for other 
metal items. 

Wrapping 

When drying and coating are completed, wrap the items to be cached in a suitable material (see paragraph below on Wrapping 
Materials). The wrapping should be as nearly waterproof as possible. Each item should be wrapped separately, so that one perforation in 
the wrapping will not expose all items in the cache. The wrapping should fit tightly to each item to eliminate air pockets, and all folds 
should be sealed with a waterproof substance. 


Packing 


Several simple rules must be observed when packing items in the container. All moisture must be removed from the interior of the 
container by heating or applying desiccant. A long-lasting desiccant should be packed inside the container to absorb any residual moisture. 
If silica gei is used, the required amount can be calculated by using the ratio of 15 kilograms of silica gel to 1 cubic meter of storage space 
within the container. (This figure is based on two assumptions: the container is completely moisture proof and the contents are slightly 
moist when inserted.) Therefore, the ratio allows an ample margin for incomplete drying and can be reduced if the drying process is known 
to be highly effective. 

Air pockets should be eliminated as much as possible by tight packing. Thoroughly dried padding should be used liberally to fill air 
f pockets and to protect the contents from shock. Clothing and other items, which will be useful to the recovery party, should be used for 
padding if possible. Items made of different metals should never touch, since continued contact may cause corrosion through electrolytic 
action. 


Enclosing Instructions for Use of Cached Equipment 

Written instructions and diagrams should be included if they facilitate assembly or use of the cached items. Instructions must be written 
in a language that recovery personnel can understand. The wording should be as simple as possible and unmistakably clear. Diagrams 
should be self-explanatory since the eventual user may not be able to comprehend written instructions because of language barriers. 

Sealing 

When packing is completed, the lid of the container must be sealed to make it watertight. Whatever sealing device is used, it is 
extremely important to ensure that the sealing is done properly because the closing joint is the most vulnerable. 

Testing Seal by Submersion 

After the container is sealed, it should be tested to make sure that it is watertight. Tbsting can be done by entirely submerging the 
container in water and watching for escaping air bubbles. Hot water should be used if possible because hot water will bring out leaks that 
would not be revealed by a cold water test. 

WRAPPING MATERIALS 


The most important requirement for wrapping material is that it be moisture proof. Also, it should be self-sealing or adhesive to a 
sealing material; it should be pliable enough to fit closely, with tight folds; and it should be tough enough to resist tearing and puncturing. 
l Pliability and toughness may be combined by using two wrappings: an inner one that is thin and pliable and an outer one of heavier 
' material. A tough outer wrapping is essential unless the container and the padding are adequate to prevent items from scraping together 
inside the cache. Five wrapping materials are recommended for field expedients because they often can be obtained locally and used 
effectively by unskilled personnel. 


Aluminum Foil 


For use as an inner wrapping, aluminum foil is the best of the widely available materials. It is moisture proof as long as it does not 
become perforated and provided the folds are adequately sealed. The drawbacks to its use for caching are that the thin foils perforate easily, 
while the heavy ones (over 2 mils thick) tend to admit moisture through the folds. The heavy-duty grade of aluminum foil generally sold 
for kitchen use is adequate when used with an outer wrapping. Scrim-backed foil, which is heat-sealable, is widely used commercially to 
package articles for shipment or storage. Portable heat-sealers that are easy to use are available commercially. Or, sealing can be done with 
a standard household iron. 

% 

Moisture-Resistant Papers 

t 

Several brands of commercial wrapping papers are resistant to water and grease. They do not provide lasting protection against moisture 
when used alone, but they are effective as an inner wrapping to prevent rubber, wax and similar substances from sticking to the items in 
the cache. 


Rubber Repair Gum 

This is a self-sealing compound generally used for repairing tires; it makes an excellent outer wrapping. Standard commercial brands 
come in several thicknesses; 2 millimeters is the most satisfactory for caching. A watertight seal is produced easily by placing two rubber 
surfaces together and applying pressure manually. The seal should be at least 1/2 inch wide. Since rubber repair gum has a tendency to 
adhere to some items, an inner wrapping of nonadhesive material must be used with it, and the backing should be left on the rubber material 
to keep it from sticking to other items in the cache. 

Grade C Barrier Material 


This is a cloth impregnated with microcrystalline wax that is used extensively when packing for storage or for overseas shipment. Thus, 
| it is generally available, and it has the additional advantage of being self-sealing. Although it is not as effective as rubber repair gum, it 
may be used as an outer wrapping over aluminum foil to prevent perforation of the foil. Used without an inner wrapping, three layers of 
grade C barrier material may keep the contents dry for as long as three months, but it is highly vulnerable to insects and rodents. Also, the 



wax wrapping has a low melting point and will adhere to many items, so it should not be used without an inner wrapping except in 
emergencies* 

Wax Coating 

If no wrapping material is available, an outer coating of microcrystalline wax, paraffin or a similar waxy substance can be used to 
protect the contents against moisture. It will not provide protection against insects and rodents. The package should be hot-dipped in the 
waxy substance, or the wax can be heated to molten form and applied with a brush. 

THE CONTAINER 

The outer container serves to protect the contents from shock, moisture and other natural hazards to which the cache may be exposed. 

Criteria for the container 

The ideal container should be: 

•Completely watertight and airtight after sealing. 

•Noiseless when handled and its handles should not rattle against the body of the container. 

•Resistant to shock and abrasion. 

•Able to withstand crushing pressure. 

•Lightweight in construction. 

•Able to withstand rodents, insects, and bacteria. 

•Equipped with a sealing device that can be closed and reopened easily and repeatedly. 

•Capable of withstanding highly acidic or alkaline soil or water. 

The Standard Stainless Steel Container 

The standard stainless steel container comes in several sizes. Since the stainless steel container is more satisfactory than any that could 
be improvised in the field, it should be used whenever possible. Ideally, it should be packed at headquarters or at a field packaging center. 
If the items to be cached must be obtained locally, it is still advisable to use the stainless steel container because its high resistance to 
moisture eliminates the need for an outer wrapping. Packers should, however, use a single wrapping even with the stainless steel container 
to protect the contents from any residual moisture that may be present in the container when it is sealed. 

The Field Expedient Container 

Obviously the ideal container cannot be improvised in the field, but the standard military and commercial containers discussed below 
can meet caching requirements if they are adapted with care and resourcefulness.First, a container must be sufficiently sturdy to remain 
unpunctured and retain its shape through whatever rough handling or crushing pressure it may encounter. (Even a slight warping may cause 
a joint around the lid to leak.) Second, if the lid is not already watertight and airtight, packers can make it so by improvising a sealing 
device. The most common type sealing device includes a rubber-composition gasket or lining and a sharp metal rim that is pressed against 
the gasket by a clamp or spring. The gasket must be tough and the rim must be sharp enough to indent the gasket without cutting it. Another 
common sealing device is a threaded lid. Its effectiveness can be increased by applying heavy grease to the threads. (Metallic solder should 
not be used for sealing because it corrodes metal surfaces when exposed to moisture.) Whenever any non-stainless metal container is used, 
it is important to apply several coats of high-quality paint to all exterior surfaces. 

Instrument containers. Ordinarily, aircraft and other precision instruments are shipped in steel containers with a waterproof sealing 
device. The standard instrument containers range from 1/2 gallon to 10 gallon sizes. If one of suitable size can be found, only minimum 
modifications may be needed. In the most common type of instrument container, the only weak point is the nut and bolt that tightens the 
locking band around the lid. These should be replaced with a stainless steel nut and bolt. 

Ammunition boxes. Several types and sizes of steel ammunition boxes that have a rubber-gasket closing device are satisfactory for 
buried caches. An advantage of using ammunition boxes as cache containers is that they are usually available at a military depot. 

Steel drums. A caching container of suitable size may be found among the commercially used steel drums for shipping oil, grease, nails, 
soap, and other products. The most common types, however, lack an adequate sealing device, so a waterproof material should be used 
around the lid. Fully removable head drums with lock-ring closures generally give a satisfactory seal. 

Glass jars. The advantage of using glass is that it is waterproof and does not allow chemicals, bacteria and insects to pass through it. 
Although glass is highly vulnerable to shock,'glass jars of a sturdy quality can withstand the crushing pressure normally encountered in 
caching. However, none of the available glass containers have an adequate sealing device for the joint around the lid. The standard 
commercial canning jar with a spring clamp and rubber washer is watertight, but the metal clamp is vulnerable to corrosion. Therefore, a 
glass jar with a spring clamp and a rubber washer is an adequate expedient for short-term caching of small items, but it should not be relied 
upon to resist moisture for more than a year. 

Paint cans. Standard cans with reusable lids require a waterproof adhesive around the lids. It is especially important to apply several 
coats of paint to the exterior of standard commercial cans because the metal in these cans is not as heavy as that in metal drums. Even when 
the exterior is thoroughly painted, paint cans probably will not resist moisture for more than a few months. 


Section III. Methods of Emplacement 

Since burial is the most frequently used method of emplacement, this section describes first the complete procedure for burial, 
followed by a discussion of emplacement procedures peculiar to submersion and concealment. The last area discussed is the preparation 
of the cache report —a vital part of a caching operation. 


BURIAL 


When planners have designed a cache and selected the items for caching, they must carefully work out every step of the burial operation 
in advance. 


Horizontal and Vertical Caches 


Ordinarily, the hole for a buried cache is vertical (the hole is dug straight down from the surface (Figure 5-6)). Sometimes a horizontal 

cache, with the hole dug into the side of a steep 
hill or bank, provides a workable solution 
when a suitable site on level or slightly sloping 
ground is not available (Figure 5-7), A 
horizontal cache may provide better drainage 
in areas of heavy rainfall, but is more likely to 
be exposed by soil erosion and more difficult 
to refill and restore to normal appearance. 

Dimensions of the Hole 

The exact dimensions of the hole, either 
vertical or horizontal, depend on the size and 
shape of the cache container. As a general rule, 
ensure that the hole is large enough for the 



Figure 5-6 Vertical hole for a 
buried cache. 


Figure 5-7. Horizontal hole for a 
buried cache. 


container to be inserted easily. The horizontal dimensions of the hole should be about 30 centimeters longer and wider than the container. 
Most importantly, it should be deep enough to permit covering the container with soil to about 45 centimeters. This figure is recommended 
for normal usage because a more shallow burial risks exposure of the cache through soil erosion or inadvertent uncovering by normal 
indigenous activity. A deeper hole makes probing for recovery more difficult and unnecessarily prolongs the time required for burial and 
recovery. 


Excavation Shoring 

If there is a risk that the surrounding soil 
will cave in during excavation, boards or 
bags filled with subsoil may be used to 
shore the sides of the hole. Permanent 
shoring may be needed to protect an 
improvised container from pressure or 
shock. 


PROBE ROD 



Jt 


IMPROVISED RANDLE 


The probe rod should be round and pointed to that 
It can be turned like a tcrnrdrhrer, taiini penetra¬ 
tion into the {round. 

The probe rod should be thin (approiimatetj I cen¬ 
timeter in diameter) and it least as lanj is the depth 
ol the hole. 

It should be equipped with a sturdy handle, te that 
It can be pushed Into the {round by hand. 

Field expedients Include certain types ol eteanki{ rods 
tor ritles aod machine (unt, a solid curtain rod. and 
welding rods of the proper diameter. 


Equipment 

Figure 5-8. Using a probe rod. 

The following items of equipment may 
be helpful or indispensable in burying a 
cache, depending upon the conditions at the site: 

• Measuring instruments (a wire or metal tape and compass) for pinpointing the site. 

• Paper and pencil for recording the measurements. 

• A probe rod for locating rocks, large roots, or other obstacles in the subsoil (Figure 5-8). 

• Two ground sheets on which to place sod and loose soil. An article of clothing may be used for a small excavation if nothing else 

is available. 

• Sacks (sandbags, flour sacks) for holding subsoil. 

• A spade or pickax, if the ground is too hard for spading. 

• A hatchet for cutting roots. 

• A crowbar for prying rocks. 

• A flashlight or lamp if burial is to be done at night. 


The Burial Party 

Aside from locating, digging, and refilling the hole, the most important factors in this part of the emplacement operation may be 
expressed with one word: Personnel . Since it is almost impossible to prevent every member of the burial party from knowing the location 
| of the cache, each member is a prime security problem as long as the cache remains intact. Thus, planners must keep the burial party as 
F small as possible and select each member with utmost care. Once selected, each member must have adequate cover to explain his absence 






























from home or work during the operation, his trip to and from the site, and his possession of whatever equipment cannot be concealed on 
the way. Transportation for the burial party may be a problem, depending on the number of persons, how far they must go, and what 
equipment they must take. When planners have worked out all details of the operation, they must brief every member of the burial party 
on exactly what he is to do from start to finish. 

The Operational Schedule 

The final step in planning the emplacement operation is to make a schedule to set the date, time, and place for every step of the operation 
that requires advance coordination. The schedule will depend mainly on the circumstances, but to be practical it must include a realistic 
estimate of how long it will take to complete the burial. Here generalizations are worthless, and the only sure guide is actual experience 
under similar conditions. Planners should consider three things with respect to scheduling. 

A careful burial job probably will take longer than most novices will expect. Therefore, if circumstances require a tight schedule, a dry 
run or test exercise before taking the package to the site may be advisable. 

Unless the site is exceptionally well concealed or isolated, night burial probably will be required to avoid detection. Because of the 
difficulties of working in the dark, a nighttime practice exercise is especially advisable. 

The schedule should permit waiting for advantageous weather conditions. The difficulties of snow have already been mentioned. Rainy 
weather increases the problems of digging and complicates the cover story. If the burial is to be done at night, a moonless or a heavy 
overcast night is desirable. 

Site Approach 

Regardless of how effective the cover of actions during the trip to the cache site, the immediate approach must be completely 
unobserved to avoid detection of the burial. To reduce the risk of the party being observed, planners must carefully select the point where 
the burial party disappears , perhaps by turning off a road into woods. They should as carefully select the reappearance point. In addition, 
the return trip should be by a different route. The burial party should strictly observe the rule for concealed movement. The party should 
proceed cautiously and silently along a route that makes the best use of natural concealment. Concealed movement requires foresight, with 
special attention to using natural concealment while reconnoitering the route and to preventing rattles when preparing the package and 
contents. 

j, • « , . t . 

Security Measures at the Site 

The burial party must maintain maximum vigilance at the cache site, since detection can be disastrous. The time spent at the site is the 
most critical. 

At least one lookout should be on guard constantly. If one man must do the burial by himself, he should pause frequently to look and 
listen. 

The burial party should use flashlights or lanterns as little as possible, and should take special care to mask the glare. 

Planning should include emergency actions in case the burial party is interrupted. The party should be so thoroughly briefed that it will 
respond instantly to any sign of danger. 

Planners should also consider the various escape routes and whether the party will attempt to retain the package or conceal it along the 
escape route. 

Steps in Digging and Refilling 

Although procedures will vary slightly with the design of the cache, persons involved in caching operations must never overlook certain 
basic steps. The whole procedure is designed to restore the site to normal as far as possible as shown in Figure 5-9. 

Site Sterilization 

When the hole is refilled, make a special effort to ensure that the site is left sterile —restored to normal in every way, with no clues left 
to indicate burial or the burial party’s visit to the vicinity. Since sterilization is most important for the security of the operation, the schedule 
should allow ample time to complete these final steps in an unhurried, thorough manner. 

Dispose of any excess soil far enough away from the site to avoid attracting attention to the site. Flushing the excess soil into a stream 
is the ideal solution. 

Check all tools and equipment against a checklist to ensure that nothing is left behind. This should include all personal items that may 
drop from pockets. To keep this risk to a minimum, members of the burial party should carry nothing on their persons except the essentials 
for doing the job and covering their actions. 

Make a final inspection of the site for any traces of the burial. Because this step is more difficult on a dark night, use of a carefully 
prepared checklist is essential. With a night burial, returning to the site in the daytime to inspect it for telltale evidence may be advisable, 
if this can be done safely. 

SUBMERSION 

Emplacing a submerged cache always involves two basic steps: weighting the container to keep it from floating to the surface and 
mooring it to keep it in place. 

Container Weighting and Mooring 

Ordinarily, container weights rest on the bottom of the lake or river and function as anchors, and the mooring connect the anchors to 
the container. The moorings must also serve a second function, that is to provide a handle for pulling the cache to the surface when it is 



Mark the exact spot designated in the instructions for locating the cache. 

Mark the length and width of the hole, with the final pinpoint in the center. 

Probe the whole area designated for the hole by repeatedly inserting a probe rod 
in the ground to the depth at which the bottom of the container will be placed. 

Ideally, probing should be done during the preliminary reconnaissance. If it cannot 
be done then, thorough probing before starting to dig is highly advisable. 

An obstacle discovered before digging usually can be avoided by a slight change 
in the location of the cache. But a large rock that is encountered when digging is 
almost complete may disrupt a tight operational schedule. 



Place a ground sheet at the edge of the hole and anchor 
it in place. 

Remove the sod. taking care to cut it into rectangular 
pieces that can be replaced after the hole is filled. Place 
the sod on the ground sheet, keeping the pieces in their 
ongninal pattern. 



3 CM 


Dig the hole, keeping the topsoil separate from the 
subsoil. This should be done by piling the topsoil on 
a second ground sheet and putting the subsoil in 
sacks. To avoid leakage of subsoil onto the ground 
near the cache, place the filled sacks on the ground 
sheet If sacks are not available, the subsoil can be 
placed on a separate section of the ground sheet 

Check the dimensions of the hole, making certain 
that the depth is exactly as planned. 

Place the package in the hole. If more than one pack¬ 
age is placed on the same level, leave a gap of ap¬ 
proximately 3 centimeters between them. This gap 
prevents their becoming wedged together and per¬ 
mits easier removal. t 


D 




Refill the hole, tamping the soil firmly and 
frequently as it is replaced. Leave enough 
room at the top of the hole to replace all 
topsoil down to its normal depth. 

Replace the sod, taking special care to 
restore it to its normal appearance. 


Figure 5-9. Digging and refilling the hole. 






































Figure 5-11. Line-to-shore mooring. 


Figure 5-12, Buoy mooring. 



Figure 5-13. Structural mooring. 


tactic is moored to fifth piling from west end of pier on south side. 


recovered. If the moorings are not accessible for recovery, another line must extend from the cache to a fixed, accessible object in the water 
or on shore. There are four types of moorings. 

Spider Web Mooring. The container is attached to several mooring cables that radiate to anchors placed around it to form a web. The 
container must be buoyant so that it lifts the cables far enough off the bottom to be readily secured by grappling. The site must be located 
exactly at the time of emplacement by visual sightings to fixed landmarks in the water or along the shore, using several FRPs to establish 
a point where two sighted lines intersect. For example, in Figure 5-10, the cache is located jn line with the south side of the pier and on 
the extension line between the east side of the spill way and chimney of the paper mill, south of the pond. For recovery, the site is located 
by taking sightings on the reference points, when a mooring cable is engaged by dragging the bottom or diving. This method of mooring 
is most difficult for recovery. It can be used only where the bottom is smooth and firm enough for dragging, or where the water is not too 
deep, cold, or murky for diving. Line-to-shore mooring. A line is run from the weighted container to an immovable object along the shore 
(Figure 5-11). The section of the line that extends from the shore to the container must be buried in the ground or otherwise well concealed. 






































































Buoy mooring. A line is run from the weighted container to a buoy or other fixed, floating marker, and fastened well below the waterline 
(Figure 5-12). This method is secure only as long as the buoy is left in place. Buoys are generally inspected and repainted every six months 
or so. The inspection schedule should be determined before a buoy is used. 

Structural mooring. A line for retrieving the weighted container is run to a bridge pier or other solid structure in the water. This line 
must be fastened well below the low-water mark. In Figure 5-11, the cache is moored to the fifth piling from the west end of the pier on 
the south side. 

Essential Data for Submersion 

Whatever method of mooring is used, planners must carefully consider certain data before designing a submerged cache. The cache very 
likely will be lost if any of the following critical factors are overlooked: 

Buoyancy. Many containers are buoyant even when filled, so the container must be weighted sufficiently to submerge it and keep it in 
place. If the contents do not provide enough weight, emplacers must make up the balance by attaching a weight to the container. The 
approximate weight needed to attain zero buoyancy is shown in Figure 5-14. This figure applies to several sizes of stainless steel 
containers. 

The weighting required for any container can be calculated theoretically if the displacement of the container and the gross weight of the 
container plus its contents are known. This calculation may be useful for designing an anchor, but it should not be relied upon for actual 
emplacement. To avoid hurried improvisation during emplacement, emplacers should always test the buoyancy in advance by actually 
submerging the weighted container. This test determines only that a submerged cache will not float to the surface. Additional weighting 
may be required to keep it from drifting along the bottom. As a general rule, the additional weight should be a least one-tenth of the gross 
weight required to make the container sink; more weight is advisable if strong currents are present 

Submersion depth. Planners must first determine the depth which the container is to be submerged to calculate the water pressure that 
the container must withstand. The greater the depth, the greater the danger that the container will be crushed by water pressure. For 
instance, the standard stainless steel burial container will buckle at a depth of approximately 4.3 meters. The difficulty of waterproofing 
also increases with depth. Thus, the container should not be submerged any deeper than necessary to avoid detection. As a general rule, 
2.2. meters is the maximum advisable depth for caching. If seasonal or tidal variations in the water level require deeper submersion, the 
container should be tested by actual submersion to the maximum depth it must withstand. 

Depth of the ^pter. Emplacers must measure accurately the depth of the water at the point where the cache is to be placed. This will 
be the submersion depth if the cache is designed so that the container rests on the bottom of the lake or river. The container may be 
suspended some distance above the bottom, but the depth of the water must be known to determine the length of moorings connecting the 
containers to the anchors. 

High- and low-water marks. Any tidal or seasonal changes in the depth of the water should be estimated as accurately as possible. 
Emplacers must consider the low-water mark to ensure that low water will not leave the cache exposed. The high-water point also should 
be considered to ensure that the increased depth will not crush the container or prevent recovery. 

Type of bottom. Emplacers should probe as thoroughly as possible the bed of the lake or river in the vicinity of the cache. If the bottom 
is soft and silty, the cache may sink into the muck, become covered with sediment, or drift out of place. If the bottom is rocky or covered 
with debris, the mooring may become snagged. Any of these conditions may make recovery very difficult. 

Water motion. Emplacers should consider tides, currents, and waves because any water motion will put additional strain on the 
moorings of the cache. Moorings must be strong enough to withstand the greatest possible strain. If the water motion tends to rock the 
cache, emplacers must take special care to prevent the moorings from rubbing and fraying. 

Clearness of the water. When deciding how deep to submerge the cache, emplacers must first determine how far the cache can be seen 
through the water. If the water is clear, the cache may need to be camouflaged by painting the container to match the bottom. (Always paint 
shiny metallic fixtures a dull color.) Very murky water makes recovery by divers more difficult. 

Water temperature. Planners must consider seasonal changes in the temperature of the water. Recovery may be impossible in the 
winter if the water freezes. The dates when the lake or river usually freezes and thaws should be determined as accurately as possible. 

Salt water. Since seawater is much more corrosive than fresh water, tidal estuaries and lagoons should not be used for caching. The only 
exception is the maritime resupply operation, where equipment may be submerged temporarily along the seacoast until it can be recovered 
by a shore party. 

CONCEALMENT 

There are many different ways to conceal a cache in natural or ready-made hiding places. For instance, if a caching party were hiding 
weapons and ammunition in a cave, relying entirely on natural concealment, the emplacement operation would be reduced to simply 
locating the site. No tools would be needed except paper, pencil and a flashlight. On the other hand, if the party were sealing a packet of 
jewels in a brick wall, a skilled mason would be needed, his kit of tools, and a supply of mortar expertly mixed to match the original brick 
wall. 

When planning for concealment, planners must know the local residents and their customs. During the actual emplacement, the caching 
party must ensure the operation is not observed. The final sterilization of the site is especially important, since a concealment site is usually 
open to frequent observation. 



CACHING COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 


As a general rule, all equipment for a particular purpose (demolitions, survival) should be included in one container. Some equipment, 
however, is so sensitive from a security standpoint that it should be packed in several containers and cached in different locations to 
minimize the danger of discovery by the enemy. This is particularly true of communications equipment, since under some circumstances 
anyone who acquires a whole RT set with a signal plan and cryptographic material would be able to play the set back. An especially 
dangerous type of penetration would result. In the face of this danger, the signal plan and the cryptographic material must never be placed 
in the same container. Ideally a communications kit should be distributed among three containers and cached in different locations. If three 
containers are used, the distribution may be as follows: 

• Container #1: The RT set, including the crystals. 

• Container #2: The signal plan and operational supplies'for the RT operator such as currency, barter items, and small arms. 

• Container #3: The cryptographic material. 

When several containers are used for one set of equipment, they must be placed far enough apart so that if one is discovered, the others 
will not be detected in the immediate vicinity. On the other hand, they should be located close enough together so that they can be recovered 
conveniently in one operation. The distance between containers will depend on the particular situation, but ordinarily they should be at 
least 10 meters apart. One final reference point ordinarily is used for a multiple cache. (See Figure 5-4, which illustrates the use of one 
round FRP and a compass azimuth to pinpoint a multiple cache, and Figure 5-5, which shows how three comers on a rectangular FRP can 
pinpoint a multiple cache without using a compass azimuth.) The caching party should be careful to avoid placing multiple caches in a 
repeated pattern. Discovery of one multiple cache would give the opposition a guide for probing others placed in a similar pattern. 

CACHING MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

A feasibility study must be performed to determine the need for the caching of medical supplies. The purpose of caches is to store 
excess medical supplies, to maintain mobility, and deny access to the enemy. Also caching large stockpiles of medical supplies allows 
prepositioning vital supplies in anticipation of future planned operations. 

THE CACHE REPORT 

The final step, which is vital in every emplacement operation, is the preparation of a cache report. This report records the essential data 
for recovery. The cache report must provide all the information that someone unfamiliar with the locality needs to find his way to the site, 
recover the cache, and return safely. The report format follows. 

THE TWELVE-POINT CACHE REPORT 

1. Type of Cache 

2. Method of Caching 

3. Contents 

4. Description of Containers 

5. General Area 

6. Immediate Area 

7. Cache Location 

8. Emplacement Details 

9. Operational Data and Remarks 

10. Dates of Emplacement and Duration of the Cache 

11. Sketches and Diagrams 

12. Radio Message for Recovery 

Content 

The most important parts of the cache report must include instructions for finding and recovering the cache. It should also include any 
other information that will ease planning the recover operation. Since tlje details will depend upon the situation and the particular needs 
of each organization, the exact format of the report cannot be prescribed. The Twelve-Point Cache Report is intended merely to point out 
the minimum essential data. Whatever format is used, the importance of attention to detail cannot be overemphasized, A careless error or 
omission in the cache report may prevent recovery of the cache when it is needed. 

Procedure 

The observer should collect as much data as possible during the personal reconnaissance to assist in selecting a site and planning 
emplacement and recovery operations. Drafting the cache report before emplacement is also advisable. Following these procedures will 
reveal the omissions. Then the missing data can be obtained at the site. If this procedure is followed, the preparation of the final cache 
report will be reduced to an after-action check. This check ensures that the cache actually was placed precisely where planned and that all 
other descriptive details are accurate. Although this ideal may seldom be realized, two procedures always should be followed: 

• The caching party should complete the final cache report as soon as possible after emplacement, as details are fresh in mind. 

• Someone who has riot visited the site should check the instructions by using them to lead the party to the site. When no such person 

is available, someone should visit the site shortly after emplacement, provided he can do so securely. If the cache has been emplaced * 

at night, a visit to the site in daylight may also provide an opportunity to check on the sterilization of the site. 


Container 

dimensions 

(inches) 

Empty 

container 

weight 

(pounds) 

Approximate weight that 
must be added to empty 
container weight to 
attain zero 
bouyancy (pounds) 

7x9x8 1/2 

5 

IS 

7x9x16 1/2 

8 

31 

7x9x40 

16 

77 

7x9x45 

17 1/2 

88 

7x9x50 

19 

97 
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Change caliber just by 
switching barrel and recoil 
spring. Kit available for those 
who already own a Tokarev. 


Type 54-1 

TOKAREV 
CALIBERS: .38 Super, or 
7.62x25 mm 
ACTION: Jmlftlto.afll 
LENGTH: 7.7 Inches 
BARREL: 4.5 Inches 
WEIGHT: 29 oz. 
NAGAZJhf. 8 Rds. 
SIGHTS: Fixed 


One hand cocking. 

Gas recoil lor performance 
with different loads, dirt, weather 


TYPE 77B 


CALIBER: 9x19 mm 
ACTION: Single 
LENGTH: 7.5 inches 
BARREL: 5 inches 
WEIGHT: 34 oz. 
MAGAZINE: 8 Rds. 
SIGHTS: Adj. rear 


Powerful. 

Compact. 

Proven. 


/ y 

/ 

Best features 
of the 
Kalashnikov, 

' sporterized. 
Perfect for 

small game J 

to deer. 


TYPE 59 

MAKAROV 

CALIBER: 9x18 mm or 
.380 ACP 

ACTION: Single & Dbl 
LENGTH: 6.3 inches 
BARREL: 3.5 inches 
WEIGHT: 1.5 lbs. 
MAGAZINE: 8 Rds. 
SIGHTS: Fixed & Adj. 


Classic 
American 
style pump. 

Quick pointing, 
quick firing, 
for plinking, 


Lines of the 
larger caliber 
rifles plus unique 
tinuble mag holder 


CALIBER: 7.62x39 
LENGTH: 35.25 inches 
BARREL: 16.34 inches 
WEIGHT: 9 lbs. 
MAGAZINE: 5 Rds. 


EM-321 

PUMP ACTION 


EM-332 

BOLT ACTION 


CALIBER: 22 Long Ritle 
LENGTH: 37.0 Inches 
BARREL: 19.5 inches 
WEIGHT: 6 lbs. 
MAGAZINE: 10 Rds. 


CALIBER: .22 Long Ride 
LENGTH: 41.5 inches 
BARREL: 1B.5 inches 
WEIGHT: 4.5 lbs. 
MAGAZINE: 5 Rds. 


.45 ACP 

TYPE .45 ACP 
bullet: 230 gr FMJ 

copper jacket lead core 
case: Brass reloadable 
primer: Boxer noncorrosive 
VELOCITY 830 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY 326 F.P. 

PACKAGING 50 Rds/box 

1000 Rds/case 


9 Para 

TYPE 9x19mmLuger 
BULLET: 124 grFMJ 

copper jacket lead core 
case: Brass reloadable 
primer: Boxer noncorrosive 
VELOCITY 1130 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 426 F.P. 

PACKAGING 50 Rds/box 

2000 Rds/case 


The classic 45 ammo. Priced 
right for target and sport 
shooting. Powerful defense. 


Accurate, high velocity 
ammo for targets, 
defense, and small game. 


[x39 

type 7.62x39mm Russian 

BULLET: 122 grFMJ 

copper jacket lead core 
case: steel non reloadable 
primer: Berdan noncorrosive 
VELOCITY 2350 FPS 
MUZZLE FNERGY: 1485 F.P. 

PACKAGING 20 Rdybox 

1200 Rds/case 


.223 

type .223 Remington 

BULLET: 55gr FMJ 

copper jacket lead core 
case: Biass reloadable 
primer: Boxer noncorTOSive 
VELOCITY 3250 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 1375 F.P. 

PACKAGING 20 RdS/bOX 

1600 Rds/case 


Growing popular in U.S. 
with collectors, small 
game hunters. New ammo. 


Dependable in semi and full 
auto, bolt, and single shot 
rifles of 5.56 or .223 


ChtnaSpofts Inc, Ontario, CA 91761 ChinaSports products are available through the Distributor-Dealer network See your local Dealer! 
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TAKE A FREE LOOK AND GET A FREE BOOK 


THE 

NEW FACE 


The inside stoiy you 
won't find anywhere else! 

YES! I want to spend 10 days FREE with AIR 
STRIKE. And please send me future volumes 
under the terms described in the accompanying acL 
PLUS .when 1 purchase AIR STRIKE, you will 
then send me DESERT STORM: The War in the 
Persian Gulf— a $ 19.95 value—absolutely free! 


Name (Please prfnfy 

Address 



Clty/State/Zip 

EWATDO 


No Risk! No Commitment! Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Orders subject to approval Shipping and handling will be added. 
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Meet The New Glock Model 22 AO S&W Caliber Semiautomatic Pistol! 


POWER! The G lock Model 22 is constructed from 
the same rugged steel and durable polymer tech¬ 
nology as the world famous Glock 17. Yet, the 
Model 22 is ingeniously designed to hold 15 
rounds of .40 5&W caliber ammunition. 

PROVEN! Like all Glock pistols, the 
Glock Model 22 has the same reliability 
and toughness to perform flawlessly in 
every environment; resisting rust, cor¬ 
rosion, scratching and abuse. And, 
the familiar, natural grip angle of the 
Glock Model 22 maintains the utmost 
comfort and excellent pointability 
found in all Glock pistols. 


SIMPLE! Easy to operate, the Glock Model 22 
utilizes the unique Glock “Safe Action" (Double 
Action Only) system for a smooth, constant trigger 
pull from the first to the last shot. Easy to maintain 
35 parts, 3 pins and no screws, the 
ilock Model 22 is also a breeze to field 
strip. 

I| 11 , 

Stop by your nearest dealer and 
see the Glock Model 22 and the 
new Glock Compact 23 .40 S&W 
caliber pistols, or write or call Glock, 
Inc. for a free color catalog on the 
entire line of Glock Semiauto¬ 
matic Pistols. 


P.O. Box369, Smyrna, Georgia 30081 


GLOCK, INC. 

■ Phone (404) 432-1202 • Fax (404) 433-8719 • Telex 543353 Glock Atl UD 


ATTENTION: 

All responsible firearms owners practice basic firearms 
safety. 

Thoroughly read and understand the users manual that is 
supplied with your firearm. Never use any firearm unless you 
can completely understand its operation and safety features. 






